Oundle Oracle
June 2014

Annual Report & Newsletter

Annual Report 2013/14 ~ Introduction

Pre Audit

At the Annual Town Meeting on April 27th 2014 I summed up the activities and
achievements of Oundle Town Council during the year as

Precept (Oundle Council Tax)
Total other receipts ( inc Market, Property, Cemetery)
		

Progressed Fletton House to a viable project
Increased our reserves to fund Fletton House from cash
Ensured the Long Stay car park is retained for at least 15 yrs
Delivered The Grand Départ of the inaugural Women’s Tour - ALMOST
Delivered a bigger Christmas market
Delivered the new post of Town Centre Manager
Improved the Thursday Market
Delivered two new websites (see below)
Enabled Transition Oundle to acquire land for a Community Garden
Reconfigured the Market Place providing increased parking, a one-way
flow route & 20mph speed zone.
The Oundle Neighbourhood Plan was formally launched on January 11th 2014
at a series of hour-long exhibitions in St Peter’s Church. Subsequently, there
have been other consultation events and more are planned. Delivering the Plan
has been adopted by Oundle Town Council as a major activity for the coming
year, with the referendum to be held on May 7th 2015 (General Election day).

Staff Costs (inc Salaries, PAYE & NIC, pensions)
LoanInterest/ Capital Repayments
(QVH, Courthouse, Skateboard)
Total other payments
		

31 Mar. 2013

31 Mar. 2014

£ ’000s

£ ’000s

265

303

104

600

369

903

(129)
(34)

(155)
(36)

(173)
(336)

(199)
(390)

Net surplus

33

Total Fixed assets
Total Cash & short term investments
Total borrowings (Outstanding Capital balance)

513

2 167
466
(488)

1,630
992
(477)

The accounts for the year ended March 31st 2014 were approved at the Council
meeting on May 20th and will be submitted for external audit by June 24th.
Full details will then be available for inspection at the Courthouse. The preliminary
figures are summarised above alongside the previous year comparatives.

Neil Fraser
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Financial information is updated regularly at www.oundle.gov.uk
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ven stripping out the capital receipts and unusually high grants
was better than expected budget (£413289) whilst expenditure was significantly
lower than budget (£449462) principally due to savings in staff and office costs.

L

ong term Public Works Loan Board liabilities total £476,914.30 with the Queen
Victoria Hall loan scheduled for repayment in 2059 and the Courthouse loan in
2019. The ENC skateboard loan repayments were completed this year.

F

ollowing a successful year financially we are on track to be able to acquire and
refurbish Fletton House without any further borrowing.
Cllr David Chapple

T

Estate Management Report

his has been another busy year for the Estate Team at Oundle Town Council. We
are grateful for the very positive feedback we have received in relation to the quality
of our open spaces and in particular the Recreation Ground, the Cemetery and St.
Peter’s Churchyard. The winter and spring were very wet and it was therefore a fantastic
effort from everyone involved in maintaining these open spaces in such dire conditions.

W

e are encouraged by the changes made to the Thursday Market and the
continued success of the Farmers’ Market. There has been tremendous local
support and we appreciate your patience during this period of change.

B

ookings at the Queen Victoria Hall have been thriving, and the use of the Joan
Strong Centre and the Courthouse continue to be buoyant so our thanks go to
our caretakers for looking after the buildings so well.

T

he building will be extended and will
undergo major internal remodelling. Facilities will include: Oundle Town Council
and Volunteer Action offices, registrar services, a venue for marriages, a fitness/
dance studio, a pre-school, a coffee shop, meeting and exhibition space,rent a
desk/office space, Underground Oundle youth club, a much needed new venue for
the PHAB club, an art/craft/ activity room, a teaching kitchen, a variety of rooms for
meetings/seminars/ community education classes.

A

Corby based firm, Jeakins Weir, was selected in March 2014 as the construction
contractor from one of the framework contracts tendered by SCAPE and the East
Midlands Property Alliance on behalf of public bodies in the region. In the coming year
Jeakins Weir will finalise the design alongside our consultants before progressing
to planning permission in early May. The transfer of the building to Oundle Town
Council is planned to take place in June, and construction in the summer. The target
is for work to be completed in February 2015.
Cllr Ann Fitzgerald

O

Cllr Paul King

Planning Report

undle Town Council is a statutory consultee which means that our opinion must be
sought in relation to applications for planning permission within Oundle. We do not
have the right to grant or to refuse permission, but East Northamptonshire Council does.

L

ast year we considered 87 applications for planning permission, 10 of which
were for listed building consents. The most significant application was for outline
permission for a residential development of up to 95 dwellings on land lying between
St. Christopher’s Drive and the A605 bypass. We objected by saying that granting
permission was neither necessary nor appropriate given the adequate supply of land
for housing both within Oundle and in the district as a whole. We further objected
on the basis that granting permission would be premature given the risks that this
would pose to the developing Neighbourhood Plan. East Northamptonshire Council
went on to refuse the application but the developer has since appealed.

W

LD

e have now also finally managed
to dispose of 2 redundant assets,
the Drill Hall and Cemetery Chapel. The
capital we have received will be used to
refurbish Fletton House which will become
a well used and popular community
building.

SO

W

F

Fletton House

aithful and Gould was appointed to provide
consultancy services after the viability of
the project long term was confirmed. Their
feasibility study helped the working party make
decisions on the wish-list items we needed to
best use the space for the community.

e are also consulted about significant applications in adjoining parishes
where development would be likely to impact upon Oundle. For this reason
the prospective developers of the Oundle Marina in Barnwell parish made a preapplication presentation to us. Landowners within the parish, their development
partners and agents have also had meetings with us during the year to explain their
proposals and seek feedback from us.
Cllr David Chapple

Neighbourhood Planning Working Party
Key Steps 2014/15:
•

gathering information from you, the community, and stakeholders through survey
and consultation events

•

develop and refine the ideas behind the Plan for a further exhibition to share
the Draft Plan with you.

•

using your feedback the Plan will be amended as appropriate

•

final publication of the Plan

•

independent review of both the Plan and the process by which it has been
developed.

•

referendum based on the question “Do you want East Northamptonshire
Council to use the Neighbourhood Plan for Oundle to help it decide
planning applications in the neighbourhood area?“

The Objectives: At the heart of Neighbourhood Plan are Objectives and Actions
associated with these areas.
Business, Education and Employment

Connectivity

Green Spaces
Parking

Housing
Sporting, Recreational and Community Facilities

Tourism

Town Centre and Retail

Other Work: It is important to remember that a Neighbourhood Plan is mainly about
how land will be used and developed. Some aspects of Oundle’s development will not
be included in the Neighbourhood Plan, but will be addressed elsewhere as follows:

Oundle Women’s Tour Festival

I

n December 2103 Oundle Town Council was approached by Northamptonshire
County Council to see if we were prepared to host the Grand Depart of the inaugural
Women’s Tour cycle race.
With 10 years experience organising
Group wanted to replicate this with
sanctioned by the world governing
NCC to stage the start of the
Part of your Council’s vision
as a visitor destination. It
magnitude would be a

I

for Oundle is to promote the town
was felt that an event of this
huge step forward.
steering group, consisting of
Centre Manager and myself,
project.

The immediate problem was that
in the hype for the race.

the promotion of Oundle might be lost

This was overcome by
around cycling, health, fitness
the icing on the cake.

planning four days of events themed
and women with the Grand Depart as

One advantage to this
local businesses for
that ultimately raised around
provision of professional
been an expense. Other
District and County

The Town Design Statement describes the style of building development that
is hoped will take place in different parts of the town; once approved by OTC, it
will be recognized by the Local Planning Authority.

T

•

The Community Action Plan which generally covers non-land-use based matters.

T

Oundle Town Council recognizes that the Plan is an essential element of its activities
over the coming year. This confirms the importance of having a Neighbourhood Plan
and supports the committment and dedication displayed by the efforts of the Working
Party. We will need to continue to work within our budget but will require greater
engagement with our Consultants and will also need to fully utilise the expertise we
have to draft the Plan.
Roger Sturman, Working Party Chairman

the men’s Tour of Britain, SweetSpot
an international women’s event
body the UCI, and had approached
race.

n January 2014 a
the Town Clerk, Town
was tasked with managing the

•

Delivery: The Neighbourhood Plan is being delivered through a series of SubGroups which are addressing each of the objectives listed above. The work of these
sub-groups will be fed into the overall Neighbourhood Planning document to be
submitted for consultation and referendum.

May 4th – 7th 2014

he Master Plan for a
Party Day was an ambitious
Depart Day.

approach was that OTC could approach
sponsorship of the Festival, a strategy
£7500 in a mixture of donations and the
services/goods which normally would have
monies came from a mixture of OTC funding,
Councillor grants, stall fees and programmes.
Women’s Wellness Day, Have a Go Day and
undertaking which all came together on Grand

he sun shone on the estimated 3000 people in and around our beautiful market
square. TV and print media coverage of Oundle will serve us all well for the future
whilst the response to date has been positive and congratulatory.

O

ver 150 people have been directly involved in this project and our thanks go
to them and others for their forbearance and favours.
Cllr Terry Stagg

‘I would like to thank Oundle for the
warm welcome from your volunteers
and the wonderful atmosphere
created for the start of the race. It
really made the day special and
made our trip from York a pleasure.
Thank you for all your hard work,
it certainly was appreciated’.			
		 		LL, York
It was a great pleasure to work
in Oundle at the start of the
Women’s Tour. We were made so
welcome and everyone was so
positive about the whole project.
Oundle was definitely the best
‘stage town’.
British Cycling

‘A massive and heartfelt thanks
for making the Grand Depart
such a fantastic event in Oundle. Couldn’t have been beaten. It
looked stunning and the turnout was unbelievable’.
Director Northamptonshire Sport

As others have said it was great to
be involved. Such a good day for
Oundle – felt very proud....
I don’t think La Vuelta has started
outside of Spain yet … is that the
next opportunity!!!
Car Park helper - Helen Statham

My husband and I are huge cycling
fans and this year will be our
9th year of going to the Tour de
France. The town of Oundle has to
be commended on the amazing
display and organisation that was
apparent on both Tuesday and
Wednesday. Oundle put on a better
display than some European towns
that we have visited to watch racing.
LT, Peterborough
Photo credits: Cover - Anne Brown,
Centre Spread: Anne Brown, Neville Oakes,
Gwen Radcliffe, Stephen Radcliffe, Tim Saunders

Parson Latham’s Educational Foundation Grant Aid

New to Oundle or expecting visitors?

• Are you a resident of the town of Oundle aged 16 years or over?
• Have you attended a County Primary, Middle or Upper school?
• Are you about to embark on an apprenticeship, further, vocational or
higher education or training?
You may be eligible for a grant from Parson Latham’s Educational Foundation.

Updated Town Trail published by Oundle Town Council.
Thanks to Colin Ray, Robin Rowe & David Wills
Cllrs Neville Oakes & Gwen Radcliffe
Short history with photos of significant Oundle buildings
Available from Oundle Bookshop, Museum, Smiths at No 4
Price £2

Queen Victoria Hall
An outstanding venue for both public
and private events
To find out more about
booking for an organisation
hosting a family celebration
using for a commercial event
Contact admin@oundle.gov.uk

Eyesight problems?
Why not visit
Northamptonshire
Association for the Blind’s
Mobile Sight Centre?

Our 2014 Exhibition
Enter to view
Cabinets
of Curiosities
The Great War of 1914-1918

Cabinets

Saturdays
11am to 5pm
of
Sundays & Public Holidays
Curiosities
2pm to 5pm.

?

St.Osyth’s Lane Car Park

Sept 4 and Oct 2
th

nd

10.00am – 1.00pm
For further information or support
call our Helpline: 01604 719193
or visit www.nab.org.uk

Local memorabilia and items of
interest.
Upper ßoor opposite the prisoner!

Guess
who’s in
the
Building!!

Also from
July - 29th August
& 31st
More
Thursdays & Fridays’s Corner
Explore People’s collections Children er week
p
and Interesting objects
some en 4 daysAugust
11-4pm
p
ng
O

familiar and some unknown.

i
dur

www.oundlemuseum.org

Find Us at;
The Courthouse
Mill Road,
Oundle,
PE8 4BW
www.oundlemuseum.org
Charity No: 1045378

Open: From March 1st to November 30th,

Saturdays
Find
us11am
at to 5pm,
Sundays Public Holidays 2pm to 5pm.
Also from the 31st
JulyRoad
till 29th August on
The Courthouse,
Mill
Thursdays and Fridays from 11-4pm and
the Women’s Cycle
Tour Week.
ADMISSION
FREE
FREE ADMISSION. - Donations welcome.
DONATIONS WELCOME

Recent recipients write “My tools and equipment are so very expensive but with
your help you have made it possible for me to be able to fill my tool box with
exactly what I have needed. Once again thank you so much.”
“This money will really help me out this year and as a result make my entire
university career much better. I cannot thank you enough for your generosity.”
If you want to know more or obtain an application form go to
www.parsonlathamscharity.org.uk
Graham Sands, Clerk to the Trustees

Oundle Town Council Grants
£9125 of your money was awarded in grants last year.
Are you a group or charitable organisation within the parish of Oundle who needs
support with a specific project, items of equipment or patronage?
You can find application forms and the Council’s Grants policy on
www.oundle.gov.uk or ring 272055 to find out how to apply this year.
On behalf of Oundle Phab Club Madeleine Sewter wrote that the Community
Grant “will ensure that the club will be able to hire a wheel-chair accessible
mini bus which will take them for a day’s outing of interest and pleasure - also
providing a day of respite for parents and carers.”
Diana Awdry, Treasurer of Oundle Festival of Music and Drama, thanked the
Council for “their continued support for the Festival, which is of considerable help
in maintaining the success of this event. We believe the Festival provides an
important platform for young performers, and so it was very gratifying that two of
the young soloists giving recitals during this year’s Oundle International Festival
were former competitors in our Festival.”
The Operations Management Committee will be considering applications
received by July 1st on July 8th and those received by Sept 1st on Sept 9th.

Women’s Tour Festival Photo Exhibition
Saturday July 12th
Queen Victoria Hall
Check noticeboards & www. oundle.info for further information

July 6th to 20th

There will be music to suit everyone’s taste at the 30th
anniversary of the Oundle International Festival.
Headlining this year will be internationally-renowned
classical trumpeter Alison Balsom, accompanied by
the organist of Eton College, David Goode. Later
the same evening the Festival Chorus will sing the
electrifying Carmina Burana.

Bigger and better in this its 5th year!

The Choir of King’s College, London will lead a
meandering Bach walk; the Calefax Reed Quintet will
perform with mezzo soprano Cora Burggraaf; chamber
music treats include the Aronowitz Ensemble; the
Early Opera Company are set to give a concert
performance of Handel’s Acis and Galatea and the
Lord Chamberlain’s Men will perform the world’s
greatest love story, Romeo and Juliet. Lunchtime
recitals will feature up and coming young artists, including Youth Brass 2000 and Irena
Radic, Oundle Young Musician 2013. And there’ll be recitals from acclaimed organists
including Ann Elise Smoot, Anne Page, Richard Hills, Iain Quinn and Henry Fairs.

The Street Market will take place on Saturday July 5th,
08.30 – 16.30. Over 70 stallholders will be there with fine
food products. The Fringe Festival will add to the carnival
atmosphere. Free Park and Ride service during the day.

Festival favourites return with Illyria, performing Roald Dahl’s George’s Marvellous
Medicine. This year’s interactive film is Sing-a-long-A Dirty Dancing.

Some of the best local restaurants in the region will participate during the Festival
week, offering wine tastings, demonstrations and lunches, including Oundle Mill,
The Falcon at Fotheringhay, The Pheasant at Keyston and Hambleton Hall.

Party at the Wharf
The party’s back in town for the Festival’s traditional outdoor concert. This year grab
a group of friends, pack a picnic and head down to the Wharf on Saturday July 12th.
Headlining the evening will be Ben Smith, described by Time Out as ‘one of the
finest guitarists in Britain today.’ Covering classics from blues to rock to swing, he’ll
sing something to get everyone dancing by the end of the night. Getting the party
started will be a line-up of local support
Saturday
bands including Heroes and Cons, a Green
th
Day tribute band, and the Steradents with a July 12
mixture of 70s and 80s songs. The concert
will raise funds for a primary school in the
Mbeqweni township in South Africa where
a group of Year 11 students from Prince
William School will work with the children
this summer. Sponsors of the event are
Waitrose and Nene Valley Brewery.
Tickets: Adults £15/ U18s £10 (if booked in advance)
U12s attend for FREE, but please book!
On the door (if available): Adults £20 / U18s £15
Canopy Site £20.
Gates open 17 00, Music at 19 00
Visit the website www.oundlefestival.org.uk or phone the box office 274734.

The Small Bread Company, in the heart of Oundle, will be
celebrating the opening of its new cookery school, hosting a series of cookery
demonstrations during the Street Market and in the following week.
Dan Lepard, award winning baker and writer, runs workshops on July 5th at the
Cookery School - Easy Bread Making in the morning
Birthday Cake Baking in the afternoon.

Full details on the website www.oundlefoodfestival.co.uk
Tickets from Oundle Box Office - 01832 274734

Oundle Fringe 2014 is July 5th - 11th.
Oundle sees entertainers of all genres in the town’s
pubs, hotels, cafes and streets. Everything from
tribute bands to poetry readings, blues to thumping
rock, Parisian café music to comedy and the odd
Shakespearian ode - not to mention the dancing.
Day or night, in Oundle during Fringe Week, you will be entertained!
For up to the minute information check
www.oundlefringe.org for details of performers, venues, dates and times
"STOP PRESS" Oundle's own FENECH SOLER will be performing an acoustic set
at The Ship on Monday July 7th with supporting show starting at 8.30pm.

Your Town Councillors 2014-2015
Ops
Flet
Neigh
Mus

David CHAPPLE
273877 Plan (Head)

Est
Ops
Plan
CHAT

Val CHESSER
272217

Chris ELLIOT
275333

Ann FITZGERALD
270849 Flet (Head)
C&E

Plan (Deputy)

Sue OAKES
275818

Paul KING Est (Head)
07970 946555

Employment
Sponsorship
Land and Property

PLH
Clock
Mus

Other

Passing the Baton

The process for being elected Town Mayor is somewhat different to the previous
occasions when I have held the role. Now one must set out for fellow Councillors, in
no more than 200 words, ones reason’s for application and suitability for the role.
I began “Next year
we have to deliver two major initiatives
		
a) Fletton House - Refurbishment & associated changes,
		
b) Neighbourhood Plan - Referendum ready;
we should
		
c) Encourage contested election in May 2015,
		
d) Prepare realistic plan for 2015-2019, based on minimal reserves.”
After highlighting some of the projects and roles in Oundle, Northamptonshire and at
the National Association of Local Councils that I have experienced since first being
elected to Oundle Town Council in 1979 I concluded
“My experience will help drive the major initiatives providing space for those who
intend to stand for election in 2015 to plan for the future.”

We have recently welcomed Moira Clarke and Brian Pearson. By the time you read
this I hope our two latest vacancies will be filled and that our newest Coucillors will
want to put themselves forward for election again in May 2015.
Since I was first elected as a working mother with young children seeking improved
play equipment, there have been at least three revamps in the Recreation Ground. I
started with a single issue, but soon realised that there was more to do.
Brian Pearson

In this my final year as an Oundle Town Councillor I am looking forward to working with
my fellow councillors, Oundle Town Council staff and residents.
Cllr Gwen Radcliffe

Oundle Town Council

Est Retired
Ops None
2014-15 Key
Flet Gallica House
Committees
Clock34 Hemington Road Est ~ Estate Management
CHATPolebrook
Ops ~ Operations Management
Yorkshire
Mus Past Parish councillor Picton
Plan North
~ Planning
Member of National Trust and volunteer at Lyveden New Beld
Member Historic Houses

Philip ROSE
272520

Other Interests
Terry
STAGG
273774
Gifts and Hospitality

Deputy Mayor
General Information

Vacancy

As we embark on the final year of this council term the membership is very different
to that elected in May 2011. In an unprecedented period of change, only seven of the
eleven candidates elected then remain and none of the three subsequently coopted
that July.

Est
Plan

Brian
Name ofPEARSON
councillor
272790
Councils
Est
Plan

C&E
Neigh

Town Mayor, Ops (Head)

Ops
Flet
Neigh

Plan

Plan

Gwen RADCLIFFE
273191

Moira CLARKE
270274 C & E (Head)

C&E

Est
Mus

Neville OAKES
275818

Ops
Plan
Neigh

Ops

C&E
(Twinning)

Vacancy

Working Parties
C & E ~ Communications & Engagement
Flet ~ Fletton House Acquisition
Neigh ~ Neighbourhood Planning

The constitutions of these bodies require
Town Council members
Clock ~ Clock Fund
Mus ~ Museum Trust
CHAT ~ Youth Counselling Agency
PLH ~ Parson Lathams Hospital.

Playing golf, swimming, travel

Councillors also volunteer to attend many
other groups to maintain links.

None

A full list can be found at www.oundle.gov.uk

Your Town Council Meetings
You are most welcome to attend
all Council and Committee meetings.
Meetings are held at the Courthouse at 7.30pm on Tuesdays.
Agendas are displayed on the Courthouse noticeboard and posted
on www.oundle.gov.uk by 6pm on the Friday before the meeting.
A public participation spot is provided for you towards the
beginning of each meeting for contributions relating to the agenda.
You do not have to give advance notice to speak at the following meetings.

Council: July 15th

~

Sept 16th

Estate Management: Oct 14th
Operations Management: July 8th

~

Sept 9th

Sometimes more than one person wants to comment on a planning application.
However the Planning Committee will only hear one representation for the
application and one against.
If you wish to speak at a Planning Committee meeting you are asked to
contact the Town Clerk, Debra Harper, at least 48 hours in advance. This will
allow the Clerk to make any necessary arrangements.
Representations on Planning matters are restricted to 2 minutes.

Planning Committee: July 1st ~ Aug 12th ~ Sept 2nd ~ Oct 7th

Courthouse and Fletton House Opportunities
Interested in using the buildings
Contact Debra Harper, Town Clerk
Council Office Open to Public
Monday to Friday 9am to 2pm
Oundle Town Council,
The Courthouse
Mill Road,
Oundle
PE8 4BW

admin@oundle.gov.uk
www.oundle.gov.uk
Tel:- 01832 272 055
Fax:- 01832 272 122
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