Annual Report 2014/15 ~ Introduction
Representing the local community
Delivering services to meet local needs
Striving to improve the quality of life in the local area
This was the answer given by the National Association of Local Councils, which
supports town and parish councils, to the question
“So what do local councils do?”
My presentation at the Annual Town
Meeting on April 30th summed up
the activities and achievements of
Oundle Town Council since last
May in each of these three areas.
You can read about them in more
detail in the following pages. These
achievements would not have been
posssible without the efforts of a
great staff team led by the Town
Clerk, Debra Harper.
Moira Clarke, Brian Pearson and Philip Rose have, like me, decided not to
continue as councillors. Many thanks are due for their work on your behalf. An
even bigger round of appreciation is due to those who have put themselves
forward to serve as Oundle community champions again.
Unfortunately, as in 2011, insufficient people came forward to fill the 14 seats.
I do hope there are others in the community who will consider coming forward
to fill the vacancies.
The prime role of the Mayor is to lead
the business of your council effectively.
Deputy Mayor, Councillor Terry Stagg,
has been a tremendous support in this
work throughout this busy year.
Finally thanks to Stephen. My work on
Oundle Town Council since 1979 would
have been impossible without him.
Best wishes for the future
Gwen Radcliffe, May 12th

Year ending

Statement of Accounts
Pre Audit

Precept (Oundle Council Tax)
Total other receipts ( inc Market, Property, Cemetery)
		

31 Mar. 2014

31 Mar. 2015

£ ’000s

£ ’000s

303

330

600

Staff Costs (inc Salaries, PAYE & NIC, pensions)
LoanInterest/ Capital Repayments
(QVH, Courthouse, Skateboard)
Total other payments
		
Net surplus
Total Fixed assets
Total Cash & short term investments
Total borrowings (Outstanding Capital balance)

394

903

724

(155)
(36)

(170)
(31)

(199)
(390)

(681)
(882)

513

(158)

1,630
992
(477)

1,450
761
(467)

T

he audit for 2013-14 financial year resulted in a clean bill of health and thanks
go to Responsible Finance Officer Debra Harper and Accounts Officer Paul
Smith. The accounts for the year ended March 31st 2015 will be approved at the
Council meeting on May 19th and will be submitted for external audit by June 24th.
Full details will then be available for inspection at the Courthouse.

T

his year’s Statement of Accounts (pre-audit), summarised above alongside
the previous year comparatives, show a deficit of £158k despite income from
the sale of the Cemetery Chapel £175k. This deficit and reduction in cash & short
3%
term
was planned for in order to refurbish Fletton House.
4%investments
4%

3%

7%
10%

1%

Council Tax

16%

Property

24%

Markets

3%
5%

£302,548

9%

£265,000.00,
64%
72%

2013-2014

A

QVH
Grants/Donations
Other

Income

£330,400

3%
4%

60%

8%

2014-2015

llowing for the “Fletton factor” revenue was up against budget with a healthy
receipt of grants helping reduce the Council Tax from 64% to 60% of income.

Expenditure

2013-2014
3%
4%

2014-2015

6%

8%

Staffing

Staffing

Admin/Coms

7%

£155,681
42%

5%

Property
Open
Space
Open Space
QVH
QVH Plan
Grants/N

15%

8%

Admin/Coms

Property

Grants/N Plan
Tourism

7%

3%
4%

Community Safety

6%
£169,931
40%

7%

£155,681
42%

4%

5%

Community
TourismSafety

18%

5%

14%

15%

14%

A

gain allowing for Fletton all lines of expenses were positive against budget, the
18%
only anomaly being Car Parks & Public Conveniences which
showed a deficit
of over £5000 due to lighting work in St Osyths Lane and East Road rates and rent.
The cost of Staff and Admin as a percentage of total expenditure showed a slight
fall of about 2.5 %.
otwithstanding the pressure on Local Authority finances in general and the
effect we anticipate it will have for Oundle in terms of a reduction in grants next
year, the Council have been able to restrict the rise in precept to less than 2%. This
compares with an average rise of 5.95% for parishes in East Northants and means
a reduction in actual payments of 2.4% for Band D householders in Oundle.
Cllr Terry Stagg

N

Communications Activity

This year Oundle Town Council has continued its usual
communication activity to provide information and promote
events through the websites, the Oracle and the notice boards,
both traditional and electronic.
New activity has included:• Promotion of Oundle through the new Calendar of Events
flier which has been distributed widely to our hinterland. In
October local clubs, societies, businesses and festivals were
invited to a meeting at The Courthouse in order to ensure
their events were included.
•

Quarterly meetings of a joint group composed of members of
Oundle and District Association of Trade and Commerce and
Oundle Town Councillors have taken place. These provide
a forum to discuss issues of joint concern or to promote
matters of benefit to Oundle.

•

Use of e communications and social networking has been
promoted to OTC Councillors and staff in order to engage with the residents
of Oundle and raise the profile of Oundle to attract visitors.

•

The Communications Working Party supported the Neighbourhood Plan
Working Party in organising the Neighbourhood Plan Questionnaire which
was distributed throughout Oundle and the subsequent three day public
Feedback Event held in The Courthouse.

•

An event was also held in the Queen Victoria Hall to publicise the role of
Oundle Town Councillors, and encourage residents to stand for election in
order to provide a robust democratic service to the town.
Cllr Moira Clarke

I

Estate Management Report

n October the council decided to opt out of the NCC provision for highway verge
cutting and have appointed ENC approved contractors to undertake the work.
The aim is to manage the highway verges better, trying to keep them to the
standard that residents’ feedback has asked for. This involves more cuts, at an
increased cost. Our thanks to Paul Eveleigh and David Park for their assistance
in checking the differing status of various verges in Oundle.

N

ationally markets have been
experiencing a downturn in visitors.
To counter this reducing footfall in
Oundle we produced a leaflet to promote
our Thursday market regulars. We are
pleased that new traders have joined to
increase the variety of goods. Our town
centre markets continue to be well visited.
The Food Festival and Christmas Lights
market have been particular highlights. Hanneke Soans, who administers our
markets has recently begun the NABMA Diploma course in Market Management.

W

e have investigated online booking systems for our halls. Staff will be trialling
the chosen system shortly, before it is launched for your use. This should
make life easier for you, and staff, especially when Fletton House is open for
bookings. The challenge of moving comes next on our agenda.

T

he Council manage Snipe Meadow
under an environmental stewardship
agreement. As part of the management
plan we need to graze the field with four
native cattle between May and September
and are hoping someone in the town can
help with this request.

Y

et again we are grateful for the very
positive feedback we have received in relation to the upkeep of our buildings
and the quality of our open spaces. Our thanks go to all our staff who have
contributed to this high standard.			
Cllr Paul King

Events

T

he Grand Depart of the inaugural
Friends Life Women’s Tour started in
the Market Place in May 2014, watched by
around 3000 spectators.

I

t was a huge success for Oundle. So
delighted are the organisers, SweetSpot,
that we have been asked to host the start
of 2015 Stage 3 on Friday, June 19th.

O

nce again the cream of women’s
professional cycling will compete over
5 days, with stage 3 being the longest and toughest. As a special thanks to
Oundle the race will leave the town toward Glapthorn and, via Upper and Lower
Benefield, will come through again before heading off towards Cotterstock.
For a video reminder of last year’s Grand Depart visit oundle.info

O

n the back of last year’s success the Council decided to promote Oundle
as an Events venue and appointed an Events Manager (previously Town
Centre Manager Paula Prince) to this role, building on the established festivals
of Music & Drama, Literature, International & Fringe.

T

he first Classic Car Sprint, which took place on December 28th last, attracted
2000 people and is scheduled again for around the same time in 2015.
For more details of Oundle Summer Events visit oundle.info

Fletton House
2014/15 has been another busy year in the project to acquire and refurbish
Fletton House to create a community hub.

T

he transfer took some time to come through: the building finally becoming
ours in August 2014, shortly after receiving change of use and planning
permissions in July 2014.

O

ur construction contractor, Jeakins Weir (JW) was appointed using the
East Midlands Property Alliance framework agreement. This saved time
and avoided significant tendering costs. The total project budget was increased
from £750,000 to £1m as more funds became available from grant sources and
the sale of redundant property. Our demands were high though; a fundamental
refurbishment and remodelling of the building was required to create a new
ceremony room/ council chamber/ conference room, offices for Oundle Town
Council and other community organisations, space for Oundle Community
preschool, a dance studio, a central hub space, a large art/craft/ general
purpose room, two meeting rooms and a rent an office room.

B

y September JW had obtained quotes for
most packages of work from a minimum
of three subcontractors. The lowest tendered
prices significantly exceeded the budget
available therefore many items were removed
from the scope of the works including all fit out
costs. Additional quotes from subcontractors
were obtained and eventually in November a
very tight construction budget was agreed.
Details of the specification can be found on www.oundle.gov.uk

W

orks started in November following completion of asbestos removal works.
In retrospect, this budget was unreasonably tight and now that works are
nearing completion it is likely that the construction element of the project may be
higher. The anticipated completion date was May 28th 2015, now projected to be
July 2015, slightly later than expected due to some delays including the unexpected ground conditions for the new extension foundations.

L

icences for organisations taking up permanent space in the building have been
agreed in principle and bookings for all the ad hoc hire space are starting to
come in. The building will be fully operational in September 2015. We will work
hard in 2015/16 to ensure that the building is well used and begins to take on an
important role as the focus of community activity. 			
							Cllr Ann Fitzgerald

T

Neighbourhood Plan

he past year has seen further high levels of work on the Neighbourhood Plan
(NP). The Council’s decision at this time last year to embrace the Plan as one of
the 2 major elements of their future strategy was a major boost to its status and has
significantly enhanced the performance of the NP Working Party. There remains a
large amount of work to be done and this together with the time consuming process
of ensuring that all interested parties have their say, as well as the juxtaposition of
the impending General Election (and others), has caused a further adjustment to
the programme which is not now likely to see us go to referendum before next April
or May. The aim remains for the Plan to be an accurate reflection of the views of
the people of Oundle and thus something they will have no difficulty in endorsing.
he NP remains based around the following 7 objectives:
• Community, Recreation and Sporting Facilities.
• Connectivity and Parking.
• Employment and Business.
• Green Spaces.
• Housing.
• Town Centre and Retail.
• Tourism.

T

T

hese were given a thorough airing in
the Residents’ Questionnaire which was
circulated to all households before last Christmas
and the responses have been incorporated into
the drafts being prepared by those addressing
each objective, along with all the other earlier
comments.
The next milestone is to complete the draft Plan
and present it to the town on Thursday July 16th.

T

hereafter, we need to finalise the Plan,
adjusting it to include any further feedback,
then get into the essential consultation with the
statutory bodies and East Northants Council
before offering the NP for examination and finally
referendum.
Roger Sturman, Working Party Chairman

O

Planning Report

undle Town Council is a statutory consultee which means that our opinion
must be sought in relation to applications for planning permission in Oundle
but we do not have the power either to grant or to refuse such applications. East
Northamptonshire Council have that power.

L

ast year we considered 90 applications for planning permission/ listed building
consent indicating whether we objected to those applications or not and
commenting upon them as we saw fit. A number of these related to tree works
and others to minor additions or alterations whilst others were more substantial
in nature. The applications related to both residential and commercial properties.
Unfortunately our objections do not always result in applications being refused and
our objections to the loss of the garage blocks in Springfield Road and St. Peter’s
Road were unsuccessful.

D

uring the course of the year we had a number of pre-application presentations
made to us by land owners/prospective developers with regard to their projects
as they sought our input into their plans.

W

e are frequently asked to respond to consultation documents whether at
a national, regional or local level. During the year we have responded to
consultations on (amongst other things) the pre-submission plan in relation to the
Core Strategy Review and the DCLG Technical Consultation on Planning.

A

s Chairman of the Council’s Planning Committee I represented the council at
the appeal hearing in relation to the application for outline permission for 95
homes on land lying between St. Christopher’s Drive and the A605 Oundle by-pass
referred to in last year’s Annual Report. The developer lost that appeal.
Cllr David Chapple

Your Town Councillors
David CHAPPLE 273877
Val CHESSER
272217
Ann FITZGERALD 270849
Paul KING
07970 946555
Debbie MURPHY 07703 543359
Roy SPARKES 07904 463707

Neville OAKES
275818
Sue OAKES
275818
Paul Piercy Hughes 270980
Matthias MENCK 07990 770891
Terry STAGG
273774

Your Town Council Meetings
You are most welcome to attend
all Council and Committee meetings.
Meetings are held at the Courthouse at
7.30pm on Tuesdays.
Agendas are displayed on the Courthouse noticeboard and posted on www.
oundle.gov.uk by 6pm on the Friday before the meeting.
A public participation spot is provided for you towards the beginning of each
meeting for contributions relating to the agenda.
You do not have to give advance notice to speak at the following meetings.

Council: July 21st Sept 15th
Estate Management: July 7th Aug 4th Sept 1st
Operations Management: July 14th
If you wish to speak at a Planning Committee meeting you are asked to
contact the Town Clerk, Debra Harper, at least 48 hours in advance. This
will allow the Clerk to make any necessary arrangements.
Representations on Planning matters are restricted to 2 minutes.

Planning Committee:

July 7th Aug 4th Sept 1st

Council Office Open: Monday to Friday, 9am - 2pm
Oundle Town Council,
The Courthouse
Mill Road,
Oundle
PE8 4BW

admin@oundle.gov.uk
www.oundle.gov.uk
Tel:- 01832 272 055
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