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2  STUDY METHODOLOGY  

2.1.1  In 2021, Oundle Town Council (OTC) Transport Study Group  met to revisit the 

issues of transport within Oundle . It was decided that since 10 years had passed 

from  the original 2011 Tra nsport Study that  a further review should take place .  

2.1.2  Transport Planning Practice (TPP) have been appointed to carry out the Oundle 

2022 Transport  Study and held initial discussions with members of OTC at a  

meeting on the 20 th  January 2022 to discuss the objectives and methodology of 

the study. It was agreed that TPP would apply a practical approach to assessing 

the existing and future transport problems in Oundle seeking to provide practical 

solutions that could be implemented over the short, medium and l ong term. This 

work would also make use of existing data and analysis in previous studies.  

2.1.3  The early stages of the study included seeking to further refine the scope of work 

and approach to the study  through the initial work and discussions with OTC . This  

was considered essential to its success to make sure that the study provides a 

practical basis to meet the objectives of OTC. The work for the study has been 

undertaken over a number of stages, which are outlined below:  

2.2  Stage 1 �± Background information review  

2.2.1  There are a number of existing documents that provide helpful information to 

support this Transport Study. As such, the first stages of the study included  a 

comprehensive review of existing documents and assessments .  

2.2.2  The previous transport studies undertaken by TPP (2011 Transport study and 2014 

Transport Study 2) allowed TPP to track the progress of previously implemented 

measures in the town and developments which have been brought forward since 

2011 . Other transport focused reports prepared as pa rt of the 2014 review (car 

parking analysis and Oundle School bus routing optimisation) provided evidence 

of previous transport conditions within the town.  

2.2.3  Existing policy documents define the spatial and transport strategies for 

development in the wider area. The documents reviewed included the  National 

Planning Policy Framework (2021), North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy 

(2008), North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy (2016), Submission Version 

of the Local Plan Part 2 (2021), Rural North, Ou ndle and Thrapston Plan (2011), 

Northamptonshire Local Transport Plan (2012) and The Oundle Neighbourhood 

Plan (2019). These documents set out some of the existing issues and perceived 
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problems. The policy documents are supported by evidence base documents  that 

have informed the strategy set out in the policy documents.  

2.2.4  Other documents  were reviewed  such as the updated town questionnaire 

undertaken in September 2021. TPP also undertook some independent research 

to provide further background on activities a nd history in the town.  

2.2.5  TPP met with members of OTC while undertaking a site visit in Oundle on the 24 th  

March to discuss the progress of the study, and to identify any additional points 

of interest for the study while out in the town.  

2.2.6  Publicly available  information regarding major planning applications that have 

been built  since  the previous study at Creed Road and Herne Road have been 

reviewed . N ew planning applications such as St Christophers Drive, Land off 

Cotterstock Road and rear of  Cemetery Stoke Doyle Road  have  also been reviewed 

as part of this study. This included  reviewing the  Transport Assessment reports 

for each of the applications.  

2.3  Stage 2 -  Review existing t ransport conditions  

2.3.1  As w ith  the previous studies TPP has undertaken a series of comprehensive site 

visits.  These have allowed us to understand the transport conditions in the town 

and how these have evolved since 2011. During the site visits, observations were 

made of the operation  of the highway network and junctions, the general patterns 

of travel in the town, pedestrian activity in the town centre including the market, 

activity and transport patterns around the primary and secondary schools, the 

nature of any servicing activity a nd car and cycle parking capacity.  The 

observations have taken place throughout the day both at peak and off peak times 

and on market and non -market days.      

2.3.2  The site visits have contributed to understanding the transport issues in the town 

and how this has evolved and the  impact on the sense of place and character.  

Many photographs were taken to record and capture any issues identified and 

enable further consideration during the later stages of the study.  

2.3.3  TPP has also engaged with the key stakeholders in particular  representatives from 

Oundle Town Council  and had  a series of meeting s as well as communicating by 

phone and email. This has broadened our  understand ing  of transport conditions in 

the town  
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Table 4 .1  -  2011 Census Travel to Work modal  split  

Travel Mode  Modal Split  
Train  2.4%  
Bus 1.8%  
Taxi  0.2%  

Motorcycle  0.6%  
Car driver  65.1%  

Car passenger  4.6%  
Bicycle  5.3%  
On- foot  20%  

4.2.3  The proportion of journeys to work on foot or by bicycle was higher than the rest 

of East Northamptonshire, Northamptonshire , East Midlands  and England as a 

whole.  This may be explained by data from the census that a significant proportion 

of the resident population also worked in the local area. Approximately 38 % of 

those living in the Oundle  also worked in Oundle .  The other main employment 

locations included Peterborough (approximately 2 1%) and Corby  (3%).   

4.2.4  Two thirds of work journeys were by car, taxi or motorcycle with only 1. 8% 

travelling by bus and 2.4% travelling by train. Th ose travell ing by train will have 

to drive to a nearby station such as Peterborough or Corby.  The car mode share 

(65%) is lower than the average for both East Northamptonshire (78%) and East 

Midlands (69%) . The mode share for buses is just above the average for East 

Northamptonshire (1.52%) but is lower than Northamptonshire (4.1%) and East 

Midlands (6.54%) and the rail mode share is higher than the average at the district 

(1.78%), county (1.9%) and regional level (1.42%).   

4.3  Walking  

4.3.1  The compact nature of the settlement and attractiveness of the town, both in 

terms of the range of services and setting makes Oundle a sustainable town from 

a transport perspective. Th is needs to be preserved because if the  character is 

adversely  affected then this could lead to pe ople not visiting the town centre for 

their day - to -day needs and choosing to visit one of the larger centres that are 

10km to 25km from the town instead. This would result in longer journeys, most 

likely by car ,  which would not support policy objectives at  a local and national 

level.  

4.3.2  Observations made through the study show that the town centre attracts a good 

level of pedestrian activity throughout the day from residents, visitors and the 

local schools. The town centre provides an attractive environment f or pedestrian s 
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4.4.2  The majority of Oundle is relatively flat, although Glapthorn Road has a gentle 

gradient heading out of town. In addition to this, the introduction of the 20mph 

speed limit through the town c entre is conducive to good cycling conditions.  

4.4.3  However n arrow sections of road can make it difficult for cars to pass cyclists and 

therefore they may pass too close or follow closely behind which can be 

intimidating, particularly for those who are not reg ular cyclists.  

4.4.4  Northamptonshire County Council have surveyed and recorded the cycling routes 

in Oundle and graded them according to the skill required by cyclists to use them 

safely. Oundle is covered by the 2013 East Northants cycle map. Much of the high  

street as well as South Road and Glapthorn Road are identified as being busy roads 

with mostly low speeds with some complicated traffic movements where a medium 

to high level of skill is required for trouble - free cycling. New Street / Market Place 

junctio n has been identified to be a complex junction only suitable for highly skilled 

commuting cyclists. New Road, Blackpot Lane , Herne Road and many of the 

residential roads are identified as through routes with moderate traffic and low 

speeds, which are suitable for well - trained school children. A bridleway runs from 

Inset 3  -  Cycle parking and infrastructure  
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4.5  Highway Network  

4.5.1  The classified routes in the local area are the A605 and A427. The A605 operates 

locally as a  bypass to Oundle connecti ng  Peterborough to Thrapston. It is mostly 

a single carriage road, with occasional widening to allow for features such as ghost 

islands for right - turning vehicles and climbing lanes. At Thrapston, the A605 meets 

the A14 and A45 wh ich provide routes to Kettering, Rushden, Wellingborough,  

Huntingdon , Northampton and Cambridge.  Traffic signals have recently been 

installed on the Barnwell Road/A605 junction , these appeared to operate well 

during the site visit .  

4.5.2  The A427 is the main route into Oundle. The A427 runs from the A605 through 

the centre of Oundle, forming the main high  street (Market Place and West Street) 

providing an approximately east -west route through the town. There is a mini -

roundabout between Ea st Street, A427 and Blackpot Lane which includes a 

pedestrian crossing island. East Street provides access to the Waitrose food store.  

4.5.3  To the north of East Street t here is a narrow section of carriageway on the A427 

(North Street) between East Road and north of Duck Lane and where traffic signals 

are provided to allow traffic to travel single file.  This helps to slow down vehicle 

speeds and limits the capacity of traffic through the town. This is shown in Inset 

4. From  the signal controlled section the A42 7 passes through Market Place before 

becoming West Street.  On-street parking is provided along West Street and 

vehicles sometimes have to give -way to oncoming traffic.  However this appears 

to serve a benefit in that it helps to keep vehicle speeds low. To the west, the 

A427 becomes Benefield Road provides a connection through to Corby.  

Inset 4  -  Narrow section and signals on East Street  
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4.5.4  Barnwell Road/Mill Road provides an alternative route into Oundle from the south  

and  joins the A605 at a recently  installed traffic signal junction. Mill Road  meets 

the A427 at the West Street /Stokes Hill junction .  

4.5.5  Access into Oundle from Mill Road is via a bridge over the River Nene. The bridge , 

which was strengthened eight to nine year s ago now  has a weight restriction of 

18  tonnes and a width restriction of 2.1m. The  bridge is signal controlled to allow 

vehicles to travel single file . The access to the bridge is shown in Inset 5. Mill Road  

provides access  to the Oundle Marina which has  a variety of employment and 

Marina developments .  

Inset 5  -  Bridge on Mill Road over the River Nene  

 

4.5.6  The main route in from the north of Oundle is Glapthorn Road, which becomes 

New Street  close to the town centre. Glapthorn Road meets Cotterstock Road at a 

priority junction and the road forks north -west and north -east respectively, 

providing access to neighbouring villages. There is a width restriction on New 

Street just to the south of Bl ackpot Lane which limits vehicles flows to one way 

with priority to northbound traffic.  The local highway network is shown on Figure  

4.  

4.5.7  There is a 20mph zone in Oundle town centre, covering the whole of Market Place 

and sections of New Street, West Street  and North Street.  The extent of the 20mph 

zone is shown in Figure 5 and is shown below .   
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