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Christmas Market

Mayor’s Report

&

In October myself and other representatives
from Oundle travelled over to visit our twin
town Andrésy to help them celebrate, not only
their 25th anniversary of their German twinning
but also to celebrate Andrésy's twinning
relationships with towns in Holland, Poland
and Britain.
I was deeply moved by the heartfelt words
spoken during the celebration ceremony. There
was a real emphasis on the friendships and
bonds that have been built over the years with
all delegations expressing an overwhelming
desire to continue building upon these highly
valued friendships.
In other news, I'm thrilled to confirm that Oundle
has been selected as the starting point for the
Women's Tour.

Late night opening
Saturday 7th December
12 noon until 8pm
Oundle Food Festival will this year be joining Oundle Town Council and Oundle
& District Association of Trade and Commerce to fill the town with a traditional
Christmas Market selling a fabulous diversity of Christmas food and plenty of
great Christmas gifts and ideas – everything you need from Christmas trees and
decorations to charcuterie and cakes. All your favourite town centre shops will
be staying open late.
They’ll also be music, carols, Santa’s Grotto, mulled wine and mince pies and
plenty of street food to keep you warm, with the town’s Christmas lights being
turned on at 6pm.
www.oundlefoodfestival.co.uk

We are extremely proud that Oundle has been
chosen for the start of the first-ever Women's
Tour. The picturesque surroundings of our
historic town will provide a stunning backdrop
to the Grand Depart for cyclists and supporters
alike.
This is an incredibly high profile sports event
which will have global media coverage. We
expect to receive visitors from all over the
country and indeed the world.
The event’s popularity is something that
we will undoubtedly want to harness as we
further promote our beautiful town as a tourist
destination.
Riders will depart from Oundle on Wednesday,
May 7, 2014, heading to the opening stage
finish in Northampton.
On behalf of Oundle Town Council I would like
to wish you all a very Merry Christmas!
Best wishes

Cllr George Higgins

The Council’s Voice
Alongside the many functions and services delivered by the Council, we respond to
consultations and requests for support with issues affecting people that are delivered
by other authorities. The number, nature and breadth of the requests we receive are
ever increasing. For example, over the past few months we have, amongst others,
received and considered the following consultations:
•
•
•
•
•
•

East Northamptonshire Council Draft Economic Development and
Tourism Strategy 2013-16 Consultation;
East Northamptonshire Council – Review of Parish Arrangements;
The Interim Housing Policy Statement, Statement of Community
Involvement and elements of the emerging Joint Core Strategy;
Greater Flexibilities for the Change of Use Consultation;
Northamptonshire Minerals and Waste Local Plan Consultation;
Northamptonshire Transportation Plan Phase 2 Consultation.

We have also actively sought solutions for the town
through other authorities such as Northamptonshire
County Council, East Northamptonshire Council,
Anglian Water and the Police to name a few. As a
result we have successfully supported residents of the
town in resolving planning and highways issues which
were having an adverse impact on them, helped to
deter anti-social behaviour and provided assistance
in addressing problems with drainage and water leaks.
In addition to this, the Council has been active in
taking various steps to support the vitality of the town
by looking at initiatives and events that can help attract visitors and trade to the
town. These include:
• The introduction of electronic notice boards in the Market Place and at
the Waitrose store, which publicise many events within the town, attracting
additional footfall and helping to highlight how vibrant and interesting Oundle
is to visit and live;
• Providing an improved market layout with themed events such as the
Halloween Market and Ghost Walks that have just taken place;
• Plans for the town centre to look stunning at Christmas with a white light
theme being adopted by everyone and the biggest and best Christmas market
we have had;
•

and a variety of interesting events to come.

We are also working with individual businesses to provide advice and guidance
on marketing initiatives, as well as with all of the various festival groups and
community groups who help to make Oundle a thriving community.
Alongside all of this, we have been working with Northamptonshire
County Council to become part of the Woman’s Tour Cycling Race
that is being launched next year and are pleased to confirm
that we have secured Oundle as being the place for
the Grand Depart. This is a really exciting event for the
town that will bring huge interest and many visitors,
helping further boost the local economy.
It is without doubt a busy time for us and we are working
hard to help businesses, residents and visitors alike whilst also ensuring your
Council has a voice in the many external influences upon us. If you have any
ideas to further enhance the town or to help develop trade and tourism or would
like to voice your opinion, then please do let us know.
Debra Harper, Town Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer

Your Voice
You are invited to the Queen Victoria Hall on
Wednesday 18 December at 7.30 pm to find
out more about some of Oundle Town Council’s
main projects. Mince pies and mulled wine served.
Fletton House
The Fletton House Working Party (FHWP) has been developing plans for the
refurbishment of Fletton House as a community hub. Technical consultants have
been appointed and are currently assessing the feasibility of making the changes
we think are required to meet the community’s needs. The FHWP team will outline
the plans, the results of the feasibility study and the next steps.
The Neighbourhood Plan
A very brief update on latest developments and to confirm arrangements for the
Neighbourhood Plan launch on January 11th. The latter will take the form of
a series of “Exhibitions” in St Peter’s Church between 10 am and 3 pm; each
one hour period will involve a short presentation about the Plan followed by the
opportunity to view displays providing background information, to ask questions
of those helping develop the Plan and to offer your views.
The Women’s Tour
Find out how YOU can make this a success

What do you think about parish arrangements?
You may have read an article in the Nene Valley News of November 9th about
East Northamptonshire Council’s review and draft recommendations and that
Oundle Town Council’s submission was rejected “due to lack of public support”.
When invited to make proposals by ENC your Town Council considered the
criteria given. As parishes should reflect distinctive and recognisable communities
of interest with their own sense of identity, OTC proposed that the Laxton Drive
development, Old Station House and the Riverside pub should be in Oundle
rather than Ashton parish.
In areas of low population pronounced physical barriers whether natural or
manmade are also significant. Our view was that the A605 could be considered
the boundary of Oundle now. This would have the effect of incorporating that part
of Barnwell parish which contains Oundle Mill and Oundle Marina.
We believe the long term benefits of changing the boundaries to include these
areas will be felt by ALL residents and enhance the opportunity for OTC to provide
substantial recreational and community benefits to residents and visitors alike. If
you agree with this and would support our plans please make your feelings felt
by commenting in support of it via the link below by Sunday February 2nd.
Visit www.east-northamptonshire.gov.uk/parish review

like me?

Introducing

Introducing

The council use SAGE accounting and I manage all
aspects of Purchase Ledger, VAT, Sales Ledger invoices
for all markets, Queen Victoria Hall, Court House hire,
Business & Office Units and monthly creation of spread
sheets as required by Council for cheque and DD
payments, budgets & balance sheet.

FLY THE FLAG FOR NORTHAMPTONSHIRE
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I complete the annual audit and create the QVH Charity
document for the Charities Commission web site and
create the first draft budget for OTC & QVH in preparation
for the precept.
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I play squash. I’m Treasurer of Oundle Squash club and own a dog called Elvis.
My job is to support and assist the Town Clerk with the
Hanneke Soans
Estates & Facilities general operation of Council business. I take the primary
responsibility for overseeing the management of all Oundle
Town Council Markets; including dealing with stallholder
and pitch enquires and disputes, liaising with police,
shopkeepers and other stakeholders. I collect and bank
pitch rents and promote the markets across the town.
I manage Oundle Town Cemetery, communicate with funeral
directors, grave diggers and grounds maintenance staff as
well as liaising with bereaved families and others seeking
graves for family history.
I oversee the day to day management of the buildings within the Town Council’s
property portfolio; obtaining quotes for maintenance works and supervise repairs.
Trish Baker
I came to work for Oundle Town Council just over a year ago and
can honestly say I love my job. Living locally I have learnt what Communications
a beautiful town Oundle is to work in, rich in history, picturesque & Administration
and supported by many friendly, caring people who live here
and strive to preserve its beauty and wonderful community to
which I hope to contribute.
I am the lady on the front desk of the Town Council who deals
with all enquiries from the public. I never know what each day
will bring and get given many challenges, which I love to solve
to the best of my ability. These range from rescuing ‘Buster’
the gold crested newt found in the Courthouse basement to
installing the two Electronic Notice Boards in town. Although my
duties are wide ranging involving all aspects of communication
and administration my aim is to deliver the best customer service I can and to fully
support the Town Clerk, Office Team and all Councillors.

I feel sure that the practice of holding the afternoon
Memorial Service is connected with Barnwell. I
wonder if they were held in the morning here pre-war.
After the war when the Territorial Army relinquished
the Drill Hall there were many ex-servicemen in
Oundle. Some returned here to live with their Oundle
wives. Conditions not good where they came from.
An ex-soldier who married the girl next door to us at
Stoke Doyle used to say “ you should see what it is
like in the slums, Mrs Moisey”.
In Barnwell there was a strong Military presence with
the Duke of Gloucester and his military aides at the Manor, as well as the Duchess,
who had been head of the WAAF. Barnwell had its own Royal British Legion branch
and standard.
So they held their service in the morning and the Duke paid for the men to
have a drink at the Montagu Arms after the service. They all rushed down
the hill to take up his offer with a chance to swap a few stories too. This
latter point was a great attraction. They then rushed back, had a belated
lunch and set off for the Drill Hall for the afternoon service in Oundle.
I was delighted to receive this letter from Ruth Keens in response to my query in
the September Oracle about the timing of Oundle’s Remembrance Ceremony. It is
great to get feedback to Oracle articles. Your friends, who live outside Oundle, can
find the latest issue on our new website. It’s easy to use and exciting to look at.
If you are not on it then post your business,
event, club or charity.
Cllr Gwen Radcliffe, Editor

The reality is travelling at 35 mph instead of 30mph can double the chance of a
pedestrian collision becoming fatal.
Every year around 2000 people are killed on the roads with a significant number
being pedestrians. Excessive speed is a contributory factor in 25% of all road deaths.
Our research reveals rural speeding is a factor in preventing people enjoying the
environment where they live. Speeding is a true quality of life issue in the Oundle.

**

How can you help?

HELP

The personal, human costs are, of course, devastating and immeasurable.

**

Motorists who speed through residential neighbourhoods
are often unaware of the impact their actions have on
residents, or the danger they pose to other road users
with their primary concern often being whether they will
be caught by the Police and prosecuted.

ADVICE

During the course of my Police career, I have dealt
with a large number of collisions where there have
been serious injuries or fatalities and I can state
speeding really matters.

TIME

Speeding matters!

If would like further detail in how you can help, please make contact with PS Andy
Hunt at Oundle Police station andy.hunt@northants.pnn.police.uk.
‘Scenes Around Oundle’
2014 calendar
produced by
Friends of Oundle Library
£7.00. from:
Oundle Library
Asha’s
Cards for Good Causes
Colemans
and Greetings.

CONFIDENTIAL

**

Community Speed Watch is a partnership
between the Community, the Police,
Parish Council, and County Council, with
an aim to tackle the problem of speeding
motorists, therefore improving the quality
of life of the local residents.

CHAT

CHAT Oundle

A Youth Counselling agency was launched in 1997 following work by many
local organisations which recognized the need for young people in rural North
East Northamptonshire to have someone to talk to. Discussions were led by
Oundle Town Council and the acronym CHAT was suggested by students of
Prince William School.
CHAT offers free one-to-one, confidential, open ended sessions with our
professional counsellors. They meet with 25 clients per week, aged from 9 to
25 years old in Oundle, Thrapston and King’s Cliffe. Young people can make
contact themselves, through their parents, school or GP.
I didn’t know what was
wrong - now I understand
that I have been missing
my dad .
Age 11

I was frightened to
tell Mum or Dad
but now I have got
things straight I can
include them
Age 22

It helped me realise
that my family and
friends do care
Age 15

Excellent support makes
you feel valued and not
alone . Helps you to take the
smaller step necessary to
lessen anxiety.
Age 18

Funding issues are of deep concern to the Management Committee as we
need to have a sustainable service for our young people. CHAT currently
relies on the Mental Health Services for its main funding of £21,000.
We wish to express our thanks to Oundle Town Council for their continued
support. Once again they have awarded a Community grant; this year of
£3000. Without their help we would not be able to meet the needs of so many
of our young people.
Denise Slater, Chair of Trustees
If you would like to contact CHAT to seek help, volunteer or fundraise for
the charity (Reg 1135647) Tel: 274422 or Email: chatoundle@hotmail.com

Oundle Festival of Music & Drama 2014
Affiliated to the British and International Federation of Festivals

Saturday March 29th - Wednesday April 2nd
Competitive Festival for amateur performers of all ages

Pop songs to opera solos
Shakespeare sonnets to comic verse
Barbershop Quartets to Community Choirs
Perform on your own or with a group
Find out about our classes in Competition Syllabus
now available from Oundle Bookshop
and on line at www.ofmd.org.uk
or contact Gwen Radcliffe 01832 273191

** Entries close January 21st **

Celebrate William Shakespeare’s 450th birthday
Stephen Cooper
The Final Whistle
January 24th, 7.30pm
St Peter’s Church
Winner of the Rugby Book of the Year Award 2013
The Final Whistle plays tribute to the pivotal role Rugby played in the Great War by
following the poignant stories of fifteen men who played for Rosslyn Park, London.
Stephen Cooper follows them from London to the Western Front, Mesopotamia,
Turkey, Italy and Dublin, through some of the war's fiercest battles. The Final Whistle
is a must-read for any rugby enthusiast or First World War historian.
“I cannot recommend it enough." - Fergal Keane
“A fresh and fascinating take on the impact of the Great
War, with a novel and moving focus” - Ian Hislop
Stephen Cooper has played and coached rugby for over
40 years. His grandfather survived the Battle of the Somme
and inspired in him a lifelong fascination with the First World
War. 		
Tickets £7 (£5) from Oundle Box Office, 4 New Street,
Tel:274734 Online: www.oundlefestival.org.uk

Sporting success
Oundle Hockey Club was founded
in 2012 (prev. Sawtry est. 1988) as
a one team ladies club. Since our
move to Oundle the club has grown
significantly, showing a true demand
for hockey in the area.
This season we have started a second
ladies team as a development squad
for the transition into adult hockey and
for those starting hockey for the first time or returning after a break.
In addition, our new mens team
have also started their very first
season, representing Oundle in
the East Midlands League. The
response has been fantastic and we
now have a solid squad of players
of all ages and abilities. The new
mens team kit was purchased with
help from the Oundle Community
Grant and we would like to take this
opportunity to thank Oundle Town
Council for their support.
Our thriving junior section, for boys and girls eight to thirteen years, has more than
doubled in numbers this season, attracting more than fifty juniors to the sessions.
We also run the England Hockey initiative Back to Hockey. These are fun, informal
sessions for men and women returning or trying hockey for the first time.
Both the Oundle Mens and Ladies 1st teams are retaining an unbeaten top of the
league position this season and looking to secure promotion.
Oundle Hockey Club welcomes players of all ages and abilities, please visit our
website for further details. www.oundlehockeyclub.com

Festive Fortnight
Saturday 5 July 2014 - Sunday 20 July 2014

Plans for an exciting programme of events are being organised

You are most welcome to attend all Council & Committee meetings.
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Meetings are held at the Courthouse starting at 7.30pm on Thursdays.
Agendas are displayed on the Courthouse noticeboard and posted on
www.oundle.gov.uk by 6pm on the Friday before the meeting.
A public participation spot is provided towards the beginning of each
meeting for contributions relating to the agenda.
You do not have to give advance notice to speak at

Council: Dec 19th Jan 16th Feb 20th
Estate Management:

Dec 12th

Feb 13th

Operations Management: Jan 9th
However sometimes more than one person wants to comment on a planning
application. The Planning Committee will only hear one representation for
the application and one against, each restricted to 2 minutes.
Therefore if you wish to speak at a Planning Committee meeting you are
asked to contact the Clerk to the Council, Debra Raper, at least 48 hours
in advance. This will allow the Clerk to make any necessary arrangements.

Planning Committee: Dec 5th Jan 2nd Feb 6th Mar 6th
David CHAPPLE
Val CHESSER
Paul DURMAN
Chris ELLIOT
Ann FITZGERALD
Neil FRASER
George HIGGINS

273877
272217
273080
275333
270849
274239
275584

Paul KING
07970 946555
Neville OAKES
275818
Sue OAKES
275818
Gwen RADCLIFFE 273191
Philip ROSE
272520
Terry STAGG
273774
David WOOD
273865

Christmas Closure
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The Office will close on 24th December at 12noon

a

and re-open on Thursday 2nd January 2014 at 9am.

c
t

Oundle Town Council,
The Courthouse
Mill Road,
Oundle
PE8 4BW

admin@oundle.gov.uk
www.oundle.gov.uk
Tel:- 01832 272 055
Fax:- 01832 272 122
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