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Annual Report 2012/13 ~ Introduction
To say my first term of office has been a baptism of
fire would be an understatement. The last twelve
months have been challenging to say the least
and although we are making great progress with
the 'Neighbourhood Plan', the continued cuts to
services by local authorities are a stark reminder
that we are now indeed living in a new reality. The
threat of losing key pieces of infrastructure now
and in the future (Toilets, Fletton Way, Herne Park
Car Park etc) continue to be a major concern for
Oundle Town Council.
It is these threats that have really forced us to
change the way we operate and anticipating this
trend will continue means that we are now busier
than ever before. Dealing with these issues has
put added pressure on staff resource and has
meant an increase in activity and workload for all
Town Councillors. That being said I don't believe
your Town Council has dropped the ball once
this term and I am very grateful to all of my colleagues and to our staff for their
continued dedication and efforts. Against the odds I believe we've had some real
success this past term. We've not only rescued assets and other important pieces
of infrastructure but we also continue to anticipate and plan ahead to ensure our
town’s beauty and vibrancy prospers.
The next few pages outline the council’s activities and achievements in the year. A
particular highlight was the Party in the Park, organised by Oundle Town Council,
to celebrate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and the official opening of the new
playground equipment.
I'm thrilled to have been voted
in for a second term of office
and I look forward to getting
stuck into what I know will be
another very busy but fruitful
year.

Cllr George Higgins
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Statement of Accounts
Pre Audit

Year ending
31 Mar. 2012

31 Mar. 2013

£ ’000s

£ ’000s

Precept (Oundle Council Tax)
Total other receipts ( inc Market,
Property, Cemetery)

257
165
422

369

Staff Costs (inc Salaries, PAYE & NIC, pensions)
Loan Interest/ Capital Repayments
(QVH, Courthouse, Skateboard)
Total other payments

(122)
(33)

(129)
(34)

(260)

(173)

(415)

(336)

7

33

Net surplus

265
104

Total Fixed assets
Total Cash & short term investments

2 171
449

2 167
466

Total borrowings (Outstanding Capital balance)

(499)

(488)

Income 2012-2013
4%

3%
4%

The accounts for the year ended 31st
March 2013 were approved at the
Council meeting on May 16th and will be
submitted for external audit in the coming
weeks.

7%
10%

Full details of the actual audited numbers
will then be available for inspection at the
Courthouse. The preliminary numbers
are summarised above alongside the
previous year comparatives.

72%

Council Tax
Markets
Grants/Donations

Financial information is updated
regularly at www.oundle.gov.uk

Property
QVH
Other
3

How your money was spent
5%

3%

6%
Staffing
Admin/Comms

7%

40%

Property/ WCs
Open Space

5%

QVH
Grants
Tourism

17%

Community Safety
17%

£15, 725 of your money was awarded in grants last year.
Contact admin@oundle.gov.uk to find out how to apply this year
Community Support Grants
Youth

Other organisations

Events

Other

CHAT Youth Counselling

£2527

Chattabox

£2000

Community Preschool

£526

ARK

£764

Little Ducklings

£500

Oundle Junior Football

£400

Oundle & District Care Committee

£1600

Volunteer Action

£998

Oundle Museum

£800

No1 Community Project

£300

Carnival

£500

Oundle Food Festival

£500

Bridge Club Twinning

£200

Police Bikes

£1020

Town Clock in St.Peter’s Church

£225

Arts Grants
Oundle Music Trust

£1015

Oundle Festival of Music & Drama

£600

Oundle & District Choral Society

£500

Oundle Fringe

£300

Rutland Sinfonia

£250
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Estates Report

Over the last 12 months we have continued to
maintain and develop all of the council property
with some notable advances made including:
• At a town meeting in February, we discussed
the possibility of acquiring Fletton House from the
County Council. After a very constructive debate,
we reached a decision to take the building and
develop it as a community hub;

• The pocket park play area was officially opened last June at the Jubilee
celebrations and continues to offer very popular play facilities to the children of
Oundle;
• We still own Cemetery Chapel with its sale proving to be a challenge.
Last year we received some indifferent feedback in relation to the state of some
of the verges in Oundle currently maintained by County Council contractors. After
debate the council has decided to manage this contract much more pro actively
in order that quality improves.
The town council has also been delighted to work with the St. Peters Green group
in maintaining certain parts of the church yard in a much more natural form.
Overall, the feedback we continue to receive in relation to our open spaces
continues to be very positive so I would like to personally thank Tim, John and
Kevin for all of their hard work.
Cllr Paul King

Planning Report
Oundle Town Council was consulted by the Planning Authority, East
Northamptonshire Council, on 93 planning applications between April 2012 and
March 2013. These applications can range from considering proposed work to
trees covered by protection orders to larger residential developments.
Our responses are divided into three categories No Objection, No objection but
with comments on a specific aspect of the application that is a cause for concern and Objection. Major applications considered this year include the Waitrose
store, 86 dwellings at Ashton Road/Herne Road and 62 houses at Glapthorn
Road. In these three cases your council made detailed comments on infrastructure issues.
During the year we objected to 13 applications and ENC agreed in 12 cases.
The exception was the expansion of the Coop store that could impact on your
car park in St. Osyth’s Lane.
We have also made responses on the Joint Core Spatial Strategy and the
Community Infrastructure Levy.
Cllr David Chapple
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The Communications Working Party was busy
during the year preparing its 2013/4 programme,
by overseeing the acquisition, design and
procurement of the new Electronic Notice Board
to replace the old Market Place information
board a project for a new Community Website;
investigation into the economic feasibility of a
large flat screen for the Council Chamber.
CCTV – The Council installed its new CCTV
system, with local hard disk information available
to the Police at all 4 existing CCTV sites.
The system was to quickly prove useful for
evidence. Using modern equipment has enabled
cancellation of the expensive BT fibre-optic data
cable to the Kettering monitoring centre, formerly
shared with other local Towns. With minimal maintenance and simple but effective
technology, this is a step forward for the Town. Thanks to Cllr Terry Stagg for all
the hard work and research he put into this project.
Cllr Chris Elliot
The Neighbourhood Planning Working Party developed from Oundle 2020 and
has worked under the auspices of the Oundle Town Council throughout the year.
The Working Party has reached the point of engaging a consultant to assist with
completing the Plan; funding is available to support this work.
The major elements of the Plan are land-use based issues:
Residential development
Commercial development
Significant infrastructure issues such as a possible distributor road and
the provision of additional cemetery and allotment facilities
Some work inherited from Oundle 2020 has already been taken forward, including
changes to car parking, improved signage and additional cycle parking.
Once the Neighbourhood Plan is complete, attention will focus on the Community
Plan which will address lower level, non-strategic issues, such as speed limits,
parking and possible one-way systems.
We have oversight of 2 other pieces of work; the Portas Implementation Group,
seeking to take recommendations from Mary Portas’ review and use them to the
benefit of the town, and the Town design Statement; the latter will be adopted
by East Northamptonshire Council and will provide guidance for planners and
developers on the wishes of Oundle residents about the style of future development
in the town.
Roger Sturman
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Looking forward...
Last term was very much about planning whilst this term is definitely about a
move to action which will include the following:
› The publication of our Neighbourhood plan;
› Enhanced infrastructure including plans to introduce cycleways to the town;
› A redesigned tidier layout of the Thursday market to further enhance the
natural beauty of the Market Place to assist in encouraging greater trade and
tourism within the town;
› We have recently accepted an offer in relation to the sale of the Drill Hall and
intend to use the capital receipts for future projects;
› The implementation of a sports and recreation strategy for Oundle;
› The introduction of electronic signage within the market place to better inform
residents about events, news and activities within the town;
› A new community website to promote Oundle as a tourist destination to
further encourage visitors and support our local traders;
› The employment of a town centre manager to further promote Oundle.
There is as always plenty of work to do and on behalf of Oundle Town Council I
thank you all for your continued support.
Best wishes George Higgins - Mayor

Fletton House - Next Steps

Following a public meeting on 28 February
Oundle Town Council resolved to accept the
transfer of Fletton House from Northamptonshire
County Council for a nominal sum so that the
building can be used for the benefit of the
community. NCC has yet to transfer the building
to Oundle Town Council ownership allowing
work to commence and lead to the creation of
an enhanced new facility.
A working party has been set up to establish the specific uses for the building,
manage the asset transfer and enhancement process. The next steps are to:
› complete the transfer from NCC
› develop a proposal for the operation of Fletton House as a community hub
› where appropriate consult with residents and other interested parties
› engage a design team to develop the detailed plans
› appoint a building contractor via a competitive process.
It is hoped that the first phase of refurbishment and remodelling of the building will
be complete early in 2014.
Cllr Ann Fitzgerald
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12-21 july 2013
From 20 april 2013, book your tickets
at Oundle Box Office, 4 new Street,
telephone 01832 274734 or at

www.oundlefestival.org.uk

Presented by Oundle Music trust

Friday 12 July
• Tasmin little, with European union
Chamber Orchestra
• illyria: “Babe, The Sheep-Pig”

SaTurday 13 July
• Picnic in the Park, Boughton House

Sunday 14 July
• young-Choon Park
• richard Suart: “as a Matter of Patter”

MOnday 15 July
•
•
•
•

Chen Meng: lunchtime concert
Margaret Phillips: organ recital
impropera!: “Wobbly World of Opera”
dominic alldis Trio

TuESday 16 July

@OundleMusic

•
•
•
•

amy Green: lunchtime concert
Prime Brass
an evening at Boughton House
Film: Quartet

WEdnESday 17 July
• Virginia Black: lunchtime concert
• The Bach Walk
• Piano 4 Hands

THurSday 18 July
•
•
•
•

Becky Taylor: lunchtime concert
Film: les Miserables
Evensong: Peterborough Cathedral
Gordon Stewart: organ recital

Friday 19 July
• Monteverdi Experience
• Film: Sing-a-long-a ‘Grease’

SaTurday 20 July
• Ceilidh, with Fringe Festival

Sunday 21 July
• Morning Service, BBC radio 4
• young Organists recital

WHEN ?...........JULY 14th to 20th 2013
WHERE ?.........ALL OVER THE TOWN
Yes, it’s fringe time again. Our third year, more venues, more artistes, more variety.
With over 60 performances already booked and more to come!!!
THEATRE ....... lookout for street theatre on Sunday 14th when the whole of Oundle
becomes a stage.
COMEDY....... Wednesday 17th A full night of Comedy at the Stahl Theatre featuring
the welcome return of O’Shea & O’Gaukroger, with the rest of the rowdy comedians
being corralled by our very own Nick Perry.
DANCE ....... Irish dance at the Talbot, Salsa dance at the Victoria Hall .. put your gown
on and have a go, Clog dancing and more at the Food Festival stage; jive to the “Be Bop
a Lulas” and probably the most anticipated event of the week, a joint International/Fringe
Ceilidh at the Victoria Hall on Friday 19th …book early as tickets are in short supply.
MUSIC ....... Blues from the deep south; Bluegrass with 5 string Banjos and Fiddles;
French Café Music Accordions and sweet violins; Classical Guitar; The very successful
Irish music with Jigs & Reels to tap your toes to; FOLK concert featuring three of the
best bands in the Country : Singer/song writers; Rock bands; Cover bands; Comedy
bands ....... and many more!
Details on our website…….. www. Oundlefringe.org
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SATURDAY 20 JULY, 8.30am to 4pm
“...this compact, intelligently run, varied food festival is
one of the very best in the region”
The Great Food Magazine
Street market with 70 stalls selling everything
from herbs to honey, gin, real ales and wine, fresh meat and fish, handmade
chocolates, chillies, oils and vinegars, cheese, fresh fruit and vegetables.
Street food – buy your lunch and enjoy music from Oundle Fringe, plus
lots more to see and do – skin a fish, learn to juggle (balls, not life)...it’s all
happening in Oundle!
Events for children and adults during the preceding week at Barnwell Park and
around the region, including Tea with Jane Fearnley-Whittingstall, who will be
talking about her books on Thursday afternoon (18 July) at The Talbot.
Plenty of Free Car Parking close to the town centre, with Park & Ride facility.
www.oundlefoodfestival.co.uk
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Sporting Success
Four students from Oundle and Kings Cliffe
Middle School fought their way to become
Under 11 British School Team Champions
in Epee Fencing at the British School Team
Championships held at Brunel University
on 21st April. The four girls Rachael Lever,
Eleanor Taylor, Sophie Rouwenhorst and Maisie
McCormack started fencing in September 2011
at school and also train at OPS Epee Club
with their coach Chris Howser. At the same
competition the school also had two U11 boys teams who were placed 6th and 10th.
In May Rachael Lever and Maisie McCormack went on to compete in the U12 Epee
finals against girls from all over Great Britain and Northern Ireland at the British Youth
Championships in Sheffield.
OPS Epee club meets at The Peterborough School on Monday evenings and at
Oundle School on Thursday evenings. Anyone of intermediate level or above is
welcome to come to either session. Beginners courses are organized throughout
the year for both children and adults, for further information visit www.eliteepee.com.
The Under 10 British Championships are being held in Oundle School Sports Hall
on Saturday 24th August, times to be confirmed, spectator entry free of charge.
Jacqui Lever, OPS Epee Fencing Club Administrator

Junior Football
2012-2013 continued to be another
great season for Oundle Junior Football
Club. With the exception of U/13 and
U/15, we had at least one team playing
in every age group from U/5 through
to U/18. Our membership continues to
grow and we have a dedicated team
of volunteers - Coaches, assistants,
first aiders and committee . We have
enjoyed varying degrees of league and cup success, and we were placed in the top
few clubs for “Fair Play” in each age group.
However, facilities continue to be a challenge for the club. With no firm base,
clubhouse or changing facilities to call our own. The grant from Oundle Town
Council has enabled us to embark upon plans to gain planning permission for a
larger portacabin on South Road to provide rooms for changing. After meetings with
Oundle School, we hope to move forward with this imminently.
Graeme Vincent
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National Citizen Service 2013
NCS (National Citizen Service) 2013, a flagship Government initiative, is a life
changing experience open to all 16 and 17 year olds across England whether
they are engaged in education, employment or training or are NEET. It is a unique
summer holiday programme focused around fun and discovery that benefits both
young people and society. Participants build skills for work and life, while taking
on new challenges and adventures, learning new skills, making new friends and
contributing to their community.
Taking place outside school/term time, the part-residential programme is made
up of four sections that focus on personal and social development including
leadership, teamwork and communication skills. Not only do 16 and 17 year
olds have the chance to give something back, but it also looks great on CVs and
helps with job, college and university applications, alongside future aspirations.
This summer’s programmes start on 15th, 22nd and 29th July and so we wouldn’t
be able to recruit after the last date. A condensed version of the programme will
also take place in the October half-term and February 2014 half-term.
For more information about this programme please contact:
Will Coles (Project Manager)
Telephone – 07713 190046
Email – wcoles@connexions-northamptonshire.org.uk
For more East Midlands information at www.ncsem1.org.uk or
www.facebook.com/NCSEM1 and follow us on www.twitter.com/ncsem1

Operation Springclean
Following the advert in the March Oracle
the Green family and Chris and Angie
Rees joined Cllrs Fraser, Fitzgerald,
Radcliffe and Wood to target some areas
of Oundle that are outside the scope of
normal street cleaning. We even ventured
into Ashton to clear round the roundabout
and Riverside Hotel, as well as over the
South Bridge into Barnwell.
“A very worthwhile initiative and we are looking forward to taking part next time”.
Chris & Angie Rees
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Early in May, a group from the Oundle & District
Twinning Association embarked upon a four
day visit to Nauort in Germany to celebrate the
20th anniversary of Twinning between Oundle
and Nauort. We enjoyed a warm welcome on
Thursday evening in a local Inn before heading
off to the homes of our hosts.
On Friday we spent a very interesting day in
Oppenheim with a guided tour of the cellar
labyrinth underneath the town. The cellars were built over 1000 years ago and
are still used today by local residents. In the afternoon we got very merry with a
wine tasting visit to Rudesheim. This clearly went down well given the number of
bottles purchased afterwards!
Wolfgang Zirfas & Barry Barcock
“Founding Twins”

Saturday and Sunday were spent with our host families who entertained us
splendidly. On Saturday evening we reconvened in the local Inn for an official
farewell. Speeches were made about what the Twinning Association has meant
to both towns over the last 20 years and how lasting friendships have formed.
A very good time was had by all and we look forward to the return visit. The Naourt
Association has over one hundred members so it would be fantastic to establish
even more friendships on their next visit in May 2014. If you want to find out more
contact me on 280041.
Keith Pike
The Courthouse
Mill Road
Oundle
PE8 4BW
Tel: 01832 272741

After a busy spring
now taking a break until the autumn.
Details at
www.oundlelitfest.org.uk
Oundle Festival
of Music & Drama
2014 Dates
March 29th to April 2nd

The incredible “Biggin Quilt” will on display
over the holiday weekend of August 24th,
25th and 26th.
Enter our “competition to guess the number of
patches” on the quilt.
OPENING TIMES
Saturday 11am to 5pm,
Sunday 2pm to 5pm
Monday 2pm to 5pm

www.ofmd.org.uk
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Parson Latham’s Educational Foundation Grant Aid
• Are you a resident of the town of Oundle aged 16 years or over?
• Have you attended a County Primary, Middle or Upper school?
• Are you about to embark on an apprenticeship or vocational training?
• Are you about to attend a Technical or Further Education College?
• Are you about to go to University?
You may be eligible for a grant from Parson Latham’s Educational Foundation.
If you want to know more or obtain an application form access
www.parsonlathamscharity.org.uk
Recent recipients have written
“I cannot thank you enough for your generosity; this money will really help me
out this year and as a result make my entire university career much better.”
“Today I received the letter from you with the cheque enclosed, and I would
like to truly thank you, and the Trust for the Educational Foundation grant,
which I have received; it was a fantastic and very helpful surprise”
“I would like to say a really big thank you for giving me a grant. I really appreciate
the help you have given me for 3 years. My tools and equipment are so very
expensive but with your help you have made it possible for me to be able to fill
my tool box with exactly what I have needed. Once again thank you so much.”
Graham Sands, Clerk to the Trustees

Queen Victoria Hall
An outstanding venue for both public
and private events
To find out more about
booking for an organisation
hosting a family celebration
using for a commercial event
Contact admin@oundle.gov.uk
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David CHAPPLE

Ann FITZGERALD 270849

273877
Ops (Deputy)
Plan (Head)
Flet
Neigh
Mus

Flet (Head)

Val CHESSER

Neil FRASER

272217

Deputy Mayor
Est
Ops
Plan
Flet
Neigh
Clock
Mus

Est
Plan
CHAT

Paul DURMAN

274239

George HIGGINS

273080

275584

Est
Plan
Coms
Mayor
Ops (Head)
Coms
Clock
Mus

275333

2013-14
Committees
Est ~ Estate Management
Ops ~ Operations Management
Plan ~ Planning

Ops
Coms (Head)
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KEY

Chris ELLIOT

Working Parties
Coms ~ Communications & Engagement
Flet ~ Fletton House Acquisition
Neigh ~ Neighbourhood Planning

Paul KING

Gwen RADCLIFFE 273191

270370

Ops
Plan
CHAT
PLH
Oracle

Est (Head)
Ops
Flet
Neigh

Neville OAKES

Philip ROSE

275818

272520

Est
Plan
Coms
Mus

Est
Plan

Sue OAKES

Terry STAGG

275818

273774
Ops
Coms
Flet

Coms

David WOOD

The constitutions of these bodies require
Town Council members
Clock ~ Clock Fund
Mus ~ Museum Trust
CHAT ~ Youth Counselling Agency
PLH ~ Parson Lathams Hospital.
Councillors also volunteer to attend
many other groups to maintain links.
A full list can be found at
www.oundle.gov.uk

273865

Est
Flet (Deputy)
Neigh
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Council Meetings
You are most welcome to attend all Council and Committee meetings.
Meetings are held at the Courthouse starting at 7.30pm on Thursdays.
Agendas are displayed on the Courthouse noticeboard and posted on
www.oundle.gov.uk by 6pm on the Friday before the meeting.
A public participation spot is provided towards the beginning of each
meeting for contributions relating to the agenda.
You do not have to give advance notice to speak for the following meetings.

Council: June 20th

July 18th

Sept 19th

Estate Management: Oct 10th
Operations Management: July 11th

Sept 12th

Sometimes more than one person wants to comment on a planning application.
However the Planning Committee will only hear one representation for the
application and one against.
Therefore if you wish to speak at a Planning Committee meeting you are
asked to contact the Clerk to the Council, Debra Raper, at least 48 hours in
advance. This will allow the Clerk to make any necessary arrangements.
Representations on Planning matters are restricted to 2 minutes.

Planning Committee: July 4th Aug 8th Sept 5th Oct 3rd

Council Office Open to Public
Monday to Friday 9am to 2pm
Courthouse and Fletton House Opportunities
Interested in using the buildings
Contact Debra Raper, Clerk to the Council
Oundle Town Council,
The Courthouse
Mill Road,
Oundle
PE8 4BW

admin@oundle.gov.uk
www.oundle.gov.uk
Tel:- 01832 272 055
Fax:- 01832 272 122
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