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Mayor’s Report
The people of Oundle are finally getting to
study their Neighbourhood Plan at a
variety of events. This is your plan, it shapes
the future of your Town and it is vital that it
reflects the views of the residents.
This Oracle issue contains 2 articles about
our Library. One is presented by the
Friends of Oundle Library and the other is
presented by myself to inform you of where
the Town Council stands on the subject. What is common to both reports is
that we all want to retain our library and in our different ways we will do all we
can to hang on to it.
One of the best ways to help shape the way your Town runs is to become a
Town Councillor. We have vacancies for electors who want to play an active
role. If this sounds like your kind of thing then please contact me or the Town
Clerk for more details.
Apart from libraries the County Council is considering reducing other services.
We may need to talk to Call Connect about the cutting of subsidies on local bus
services. The X4 and 24 bus services will not be affected nor will bus passes.
The Town Council may need to make provision in our budgets to keep the grit
bins around Town well stocked from the Winter of 2018 onwards. We may
also have to repair potholes in the Town's roads and manage road sweeping.
We won't know the full extent of what may be devolved to us until March 2018.
We shall do our utmost to deliver whatever services we can as economically as
we can.
May I take this opportunity to thank the volunteers at Oundle Museum for the
excellent exhibition they mounted during 2017 on the theme of Oundle in the
1940's. Congratulations on a job well done to John Hadman and his team.
Councillor Roy Sparkes.
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Save Oundle Library
If you value and enjoy public libraries, it’s time to stand
and be counted!

Northamptonshire County Council (NCC) has announced plans to close at
least 21 of 36 public libraries, and to cease providing a mobile library service
altogether.
Three options are offered for public consultation. In two of them Oundle
Library would remain open at least for the time being. Under the third
option our library would be closed, and there will only be eight libraries in
the entire county!
The FOOL Committee is alarmed by the scale and scope of the proposals.
Of course we recognise the financial pressures faced by NCC but we believe
the options are short-sighted and excessive. Once a public library has been
closed it’s certain the council will never re-open it, and the cost to our communities will be immeasurable.
The last libraries reorganisation was a few years ago and Oundle staff
have worked very hard to achieve the savings and efficiencies demanded.
Staffing levels reduced at the same time as an increase in activities for all
ages. Our library is so much more than just books.
Friends of libraries across Northamptonshire are working to fight these
closures.
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We don’t believe there has been a proper assessment of the impact that losing
so many libraries will have on our communities.
If Option 3 is chosen, for customers who currently use Oundle Library, the
closest alternatives will be Corby or Kettering. So with no mobile library
service and poor public transport, many people will be unable to access a
public library at all.

What you can do..
Participate in NCC’s public consultation about these proposed cuts.

Visit: www.northamptonshire.gov.uk and click on Library
Review Consultation
Please encourage all your friends and family in Northamptonshire
to get involved. NCC councillors are elected to serve us and
they need to know the views of their constituents.

Oundle Library - The Town Council’s Position.
The financial position of Northamptonshire County Council (NCC) has been
headline news. Their proposals to save money by cutting certain services are
equally well known although, at the time of going to print the details are not
yet defined. Whatever the cause of their difficulties it is clear that any services
they are forced to cut must either be lost or taken up by another body. The
District Council is not in the same financial dilemma but they are constrained
by rate capping from demanding additional funds from ratepayers sufficient to
take on much of what the County Council will cut. The Town and Parish
Councils may demand money from the ratepayers by setting what is called a
precept. At this point in time precepts are not capped although the subject has
been raised at Government level. Therefore Oundle Town Council could raise
the value of its precept by enough to provide some or all of the services being
cut by NCC. One of the main services which NCC are considering cutting is
the provision of small and medium sized libraries.
One proposal would leave NCC with only the largest 8 libraries in the
County. Oundle library is amongst the 7 medium sized libraries.
If Oundle library is allowed to close, the nearest available libraries would be in
Corby and Peterborough, the latter being in Cambridgeshire.
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A lot will depend upon whether or not our residents want us to save the library.
It will also depend upon the terms which can be negotiated with NCC and their
business partners in the library service. One thing is certain, it requires a lot of
money to run a library. Oundle library also serves all the villages surrounding
Oundle so the Town Council could approach neighbouring Parish Councils for a
contribution pro rata to their population for the provision of library services.
You might reasonably expect that the County Council portion of your domestic
rate bill would reduce by an amount equivalent to any precept increase charged
by the Town Council otherwise you would be paying twice over for the service.
This is unlikely to happen as the sole reason for cutting these services is to
relocate the money expended on these services to higher priority needs
elsewhere.
We predicted that we would be called upon to take some County services as far
back as August but it came as a surprise that the library would be one of them.
Coincidentally, on 17th October, the day that NCC issued its press releases
about cuts to libraries and other services we invited Heather Smith, Leader of
NCC and our County Councillor to talk to us about devolving powers to Town
and Parish Councils. We urged her to do all she could to retain our library but
to inform us immediately if it was under threat.
We have been talking to a number of interested parties and are attending a
meeting on 9th November with Town Councils who might also lose their
libraries, to share ideas and information. Whatever the outcome we will keep
our residents informed.
This is the reason why the Town Council is really interested in understanding
the views of the residents at this stage so we can plan it into the budget
proposals for 2018-19 which need to be agreed very early next year.
The survey is online and you can access this from this website address.
https://oundletowncouncil.typeform.com/to/copAot
A link will be on the main page of the Town Council Website. Also if you do not
have access to a computer, then please come to Fletton House, or the Library
where someone will be able to help you complete the survey online from there.

Your opinion counts, so please let us know it!
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Neighbourhood Plan Update.
Oundle’s Neighbourhood Plan is now being shared with the residents. The
final touches are being put to the first draft and we shall begin the official
Regulation 14 Public Consultation period in January. This is considered a
preliminary draft plan and the purpose of presenting it is so that public
opinion can shape and influence the eventual outcome.
The plan Designation Date was 17th June 2013. Since that time an enormous
volume of work has been done by a number of volunteers to prepare the
huge amount of background evidence which is needed before ‘The Plan’ can
become an effective planning document.
During 2014 and 2015 a number of focus groups were surveyed to obtain
their opinions. In late 2014 a questionnaire was hand delivered to every
household in Oundle to enable the public to participate in providing the
Neighbourhood Plan Working Group with detailed information across a wide
spectrum of topics on how the people wanted their Town to evolve. A
number of events then followed at the Courthouse to present the results of
this questionnaire to the public and to receive their reactions to it. All of this
information has been used in developing ‘The Plan’.
You told us that you didn’t want housing development to be centred on one
large site but preferred a number of smaller sites spread around the Town.
You wanted all housing to be within one mile radius of the Town centre and
you wanted housing estates to be roomy with plenty of green space. This we
have achieved.
You also told us that you wanted plenty of green spaces for recreation, sport,
social events, and allotments associated with the new housing developments.
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We have acquired this.
We have also negotiated additional cemetery land for another 100 years at the
current rate of usage because the existing cemetery is running out of space.
A public meeting to present ‘The Plan’ to the public in July 2015 had to be
postponed and a long period of intensive review followed. There is still a lot of
work to be done but ‘The Plan’ is now nearing the stage where a first draft can
be taken to the public in a series of events. Once again the public will get their
chance to influence the future development of the Town.
The questionnaire was some while ago so we need to ensure that these are still
your views. It is important that the plan reflects public opinion and that we get
feedback from the residents.
During November and December there will be a number of public events ahead
of the official Public Consultation aimed at informing the public of what the plan
contains and how it affects them.
In March 2018 we will integrate all the public responses into the plan and then
we will submit it to the District Council for their inspection.
Information will also appear on Town Council notice boards and in various publications as well as the Town Council websites (oundle.gov.uk and oundle.info)
and social media to keep everyone informed.
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The first competitive festival held in Oundle took place on Wednesday April
21st, 1909 in “The Large Hall, The School, Oundle”. The Hall had been
constructed the year before and another new building, the Queen Victoria
Hall, was used for lunch.

A special train was organised by the London & North West Railway to leave
Higham Ferrers at 9.00am, stopping at Ringstead, Thrapston, Thorpe and
Barnwell on the way to Oundle. The return special train left Oundle at 11pm
and arrived in Higham Ferrers at 11.35pm. “The good old days!”
Joining the junior and senior competitors who came by train, farm wagon or
walked from nearby villages were choirs from the Jesus Church, St. Peter’s
Church, Oundle Congregational Church and Oundle Avondale Male Voice
Choir. Today participants come from even further afield, but unfortunately no
senior choirs with Oundle in their name.
Competitions have been organised every year except during the World Wars.
The Festival has expanded to 5 days and continues to provide performance
opportunities for amateur performers of all ages in a friendly environment. We
are most grateful for the support of Oundle Town Council, local businesses
and our patrons who continue to be vital to our success.
Online entry at www.ofmd.org.uk open until January 20th.
Syllabuses are available at Oundle Bookshop, Market Place;
Oundle Box Office, 4 New St.; Oundle Town Council, Fletton House.
You can find out how to be part of Festival 100 as a competitor or volunteer
at www.ofmd.org.uk or contact: Gwen Radcliffe, 273191, info@ofmd.org.uk
Lack of volunteers to be part of an organising team has led to the closure of
three similar Festivals in the UK recently. Don’t let Oundle join the list!
VOLUNTEER for the FUTURE
Help plan the next 100 years
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Coming Soon
Oundle Cinema has some fantastic treats in store for film lovers in
the run up to Christmas.
Their Finest
Thusday 14th December - 7.45pm
With a star studded cast which includes
Gemma Arterton, Sam Claflin and Bill Nighy,
Their Finest is a witty and moving portrayal of
a wartime production team tasked with
making a film to lift the spirits of the British
during the time of the London Blitz. Their
Finest will be shown in support of Oundle
Museum, so come and join us for this
fundraising screening.

Beauty And The Beast
Sunday 17th December - 5.00pm
Disney's classic tale of the capture of Belle
(played by Emma Watson) by the Beast (played
by Dan Stevens) is re-told in glorious
technicolour, with a magnificent cast, magical
animation and a glorious soundtrack.
Tickets can be bought in advance or the box office and bar open 30 minutes
before screenings, and drinks can be taken into the auditorium, so bring friends
and make a night of it.
The 2018 programme includes Victoria & Abdul, Dunkirk, Goodbye
Christopher Robin, My Life As A Courgette and Paddington 2 and a
documentaries such as River Blue, which shows man's environmental impact
on many rivers around the world and Jane about the life of Jane Goodall and her
work as a primatologist researching jungle apes, with music by Phillip Glass.
Oundle Cinema is grateful for the support of Oundle Town Council which
allows it to continue showing excellent films and documentaries in Oundle and
support screenings in many of the surrounding villages.
Further information and tickets from: Oundle Box Office, 4 New Street,
01832 274734, www.oundlecinema.org.uk or on facebook @OundleCinema

11

Flood Warden News
We are delighted to announce
that Christine Yott has joined
the Flood Warden team in
Oundle. The team is led by
Councillor David Fuller.
The Flood Wardens have a
number of duties which includes
providing information and
support in times of flooding as
well as being part of the Town
Emergency Planning team.
Training for the role is provided by the Northamptonshire Emergency
Planning Team at the County Council.
If you are interested in becoming a Flood Warden please contact the
Town Clerk on 01832 272055 or email on Emma@oundle.gov.uk.

Green Group Receives a Silver Award
Congratulations to the Green Group who have received Silver in the 2017
Northamptonshire Conservation Churchyard Award Scheme. The
scheme is open to all churchyards, big or small, urban and rural. There are
over 40 churchyards in Northamptonshire registered in the scheme which
has three levels of awards Bronze, Silver and Gold.
A big thank you to the members
of the Green Group and Martin
Coleman from Oundle Town
Council, who have worked so
hard to make the Churchyard such
a lovely place for both people and
wildlife.
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The Town Council Offices will be closed for business
for the Christmas break from Friday 22nd December at
12.00 noon until Tuesday 2nd January 2018
The Hub café, Fletton House, will also close on
Thursday 21st December and open again on
Wednesday 3rd January 2018.

The Councillors and Staff at Oundle Town Council wish
you all a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

Oundle Town Council Meetings
January 2018
Tue 2nd
Neighbourhood Plan Meeting
Tue 2nd
Planning Committee
Tue 9th
Finance & General Purposes Committee
Tue 16th Full Council
Tue 23rd Estate Management Committee
February
Tue 6th
Tue 6th
Tue 13th
Tue 20th
Tue 27th

Neighbourhood Plan Meeting
Planning Committee Meeting
Finance & General Purposes Committee
Full Council
Estate Management Committee

March
Tue 6th
Tue 6th
Tue 13th
Tue 20th

Neighbourhood Plan Meeting
Planning Committee Meeting
Personnel Committee
Full Council
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Oundle Clubs and Societies Directory
Club Name

Contact Name

Phone

Oundle Choral Society

Mr John Davies

01832 733243

Gilbert & Sullivan

Mr Paul Weetman

01832 273830

PHAB Club

Mrs M. Sewter

01832 272740

Oundle Museum

Mr John Hadman

01832 272735

Oundle Town Football
Club
O.A.T.S

Mrs Lisa WardHolmes

01832 270976

Oundle Festival of Music
& Drama
Oundle Festival of Literature
Oundle Badminton Club

Mrs G. Radcliffe

01832 273191

Helen

07743988181

Mr Robin Neighbour

01832 273312

Oundle Cricket Club

Mrs Jane Foster

Oundle Golf Club

The Secretary

jf@oundletowncc.co
m
01832 273267

Oundle Squash Club

Mr Matt Pendrill

07921139809

Oundle Bowls Club

Mr David Walker

01832 272250

Oundle Tennis Club

Mr Stephen Lewins

Oundle Stollers

Mr Brian Collis

01832 275396 or
07544105839
07899 938487

Oundle Rugby Club

Mr David Dales

01832 273101

Oundle Hockey Club

Nikkita Welman

Oundle Ballet

Mrs Lisa Hunter

oundleladieshockey
@hotmail.com
01832 273323

Zumba

Mrs Danieilla Calitiri

07973273494

Oundle Art Classes

Mrs Sarah Pendred

01832 733531

07921 957065
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Club Name

Contact Name

Phone

Evergreen Club

Mrs Ruth Keens

01832 273826

Volunteer Action

Mrs Carol Underwood

01832 275433

U3A

Mr Brian Pearson

01832 272790

Oundle Historical
Society
Oundle Ladies Running
Group
Oundle British Legion

Mrs Cawthorne

01832 270372

Mrs Jane Walker

01832 272898

Mr Les Starks

01832 270073

Oundle Bridge Club

David Wilkinson

01832 272623

U3A Bridge Club

Mr Alan Tresadern

01832 275281

Oundle Darts League

Mr Roy Sparkes

07904 463707

Oundle Rowing Club

Mr Simon Murray

07903 26410

Oundle Young Farmers

Mr James Davies

01604 670562

Oundle Youth Cafe

Katie

01780 470125

Rusty Players
Triathlon Club

Mr Phillip Amps

Oundle Slimming World

Nikkita Burton

07725 617085

If we have missed anyone apologies and please do not hesitate to
contact us to be added to the next addition!
Oundle Town Council Contact Details
Fletton House, Fletton Way, Oundle, PE8 4JA
Telephone number: 01832 272055
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WANT TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE ?
Do You :
Have spare time?
Want to help your community?
Are You :

A Team Player?
Innovative?
Forward Thinking?
Able to contribute to debate, evaluate information and help make decisions?

If this sounds like YOU then why not become a
TOWN COUNCILLOR ?
Councillors attend monthly Full Council meetings.
They serve on various sub committees and volunteer to assist in many areas of
Oundle life.

Oundle Town Council needs people
like YOU
The next election is due to take place on 4th January 2018
Don’t Delay : email the Town Clerk for more details at emma@oundle.gov.uk
or phone the office on 01832 272055.
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