Oundle Town Council Meetings: 2019
Planning & Committee: 1st Tuesday of the month

Full Council: 3rdTuesday of the month
Estate & Management: 4th Tuesday of the month
Finance: 9 July, 12 November &
10 December
Visit oundle@gov.uk or phone 01832 272055 for more info

Mayor’s Report
I just love this community that I live in.
The Vintage Festival is just the latest of a stream of
community lead initiatives that make us proud to
live in this town called Oundle. Our business
community and friends did a brilliant job in creating
this great day out, and raising money to get St
Peter’s Church clock ticking again. Next is our great
International Festival. Lots going on including a
Food festival on 22nd June, Ceilidh 4th July and what has possibly become
the event of the year, the Party on the Wharf on the 20 th July.
During this last year we have made great steps forward on big issues such
as North Bridge and our Neighbourhood plan, with two memorable town
meetings where the unity of our town was made very clear. Many thanks
go to Jerry for his leadership and diplomacy over this period. As I start my
12 months our Neighbourhood Plan remains the single biggest challenge.
We delivered the revised document to ENC last week and look forward to a
positive response. Oundle has made a considerable compromise in this
document, reducing our 7 site strategy to 5. Traffic remains the biggest
issue for our town. Cllr Tony Robinson - Town Mayor

Thank you Oundle
“I just want to say what a great honour it has

been to serve as Mayor for the last twelve
months and I would particularly like to thank
the many people who have helped and
supported me during my term. I wish Cllr Tony
Robinson the very best as he takes over.”
Cllr Jerry Hutton - Former Town Mayor
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Your Councillors

Cllr Tony Robinson
Mayor

Cllr
Jerry Hutton

Cllr
Neville Oakes

Cllr
Ian Clark

Cllr David Chapple
Deputy Mayor

Cllr
Malcom Glen

Cllr
Val Chesser

Cllr Clive
Humphreys

Cllr
Susan Oakes

Cllr
Terry Stagg

Cllr
Peter Peel
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Cllr
Roy Sparkes

Cllr
David Fuller

Cllr Sheridan
Baker

Finance Summary 2018/19
Income for 2018/19 was £671,930 and expenditure £568,555 against the
budget of £671,279. Expenditure on the Court House was over budget due
to significant roof repairs of £12.9k; all other expenditure was close to
budget apart from NCC services contingency of £60k. Whilst these are all
pre-audit figures the finalised results should be very similar.
The budget projection for 2019/20 is £732,863; the Council decided to only
increase the Precept by 2% in light of uncertainty with NCC operations
including the library, bus services and highways.
Update: There are no changes to Oundle Library; NCC will continue to
manage it in its current location. NCC Highways have not changed their
maintenance plans. The CallConnect bus is still available for Oundle
residents but you must register to book a journey - phone 0345 234 3344.

Income
Capital Sales
Fletton House
Property
Markets
Grants Etc

£
£138,730
£ 50,980
£ 26,327
£ 4,349

Expenditure
Staff
Fletton House
Property Costs
PWLB Loans

Precept £451,545
Total £671,930

£244,926
£183,891
£120,739
£ 18,999

Total £568,555
NET SURPLUS £103,375*

* The majority of the surplus was due to a build up of operating
reserves and our preparations to pay for services NCC would stop
providing when they become a unitary authority, which has now been
delayed until next year.
Staff Update: We are pleased to announce that Hannah has been
promoted to Hub Team Leader. We are delighted to welcome two new
members to the team; Rebecca - Communications and Administration
Officer and Harry - Café Assistant.
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Oundle Town Council Update
Neighbourhood Plan
An Oundle Town Council (OTC)
working party has continued to
develop the Oundle Neighbourhood
Plan, to fit in with the developing East
Northants Local plan. The latest plan
was presented at the Annual Town
Meeting on 24 April and to the
Annual OTC meeting on 21 May for
final approval. As part of the final
consultation process the Plan
documents are available on the OTC
website (Oundle.gov.uk) before it can
continue to Regulation 16 approval.
Please do look – this is so important
to the towns development. Hard
copies available at Fletton House and
at Oundle Library.
Snipe Meadow

up soon. Parish and Town elections
will go ahead in 2020.
Plastic Free Markets
Having “plastic free” markets was
raised at the Town meeting and we
would like to hear your ideas about
how we can make Oundle plastic
free, or a zero waste town - tell us at
admin@oundle.gov.uk
Fix My Street
Northamptonshire County Council
(NCC) has closed down Street
Doctor and has moved everything
over to Fix My Street. It is simpler to
use, mobile responsive and it allows
photos to be attached to reports. Use
it to report potholes, blocked drains
etc: www.fixmystreet.com
Litter Pick

The board walk on Snipe Meadow is
damaged and unsafe to use. Please
use an alternative route. OTC is
beginning the process to renovate by
removing the old boardwalk.

The recent OTC litter pick went well,
and we are aiming to schedule
another one later in the year. In the
meantime, please pick up any
rubbish you see around town.

Unitary Authority

North Bridge

The date to move to a Unitary
Authority (North Northamptonshire)
has now been confirmed as 1 April
2021. Services such as bin
collections, waste disposal, planning
and roads will be brought together
under the North Northamptonshire
banner, and a Joint Committee
planning the new authority will be set

The planning application for the North
Bridge repairs was discussed at the
Planning Committee meeting on 4
June with no objections and some
variations. Read the minutes or listen
to the recording of the meeting at
oundle.gov.uk
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2019 Oundle Festival of Music and Drama
Oundle’s 101st annual competitive Festival was judged a great success by
all who took part: performers, audience, adjudicators and volunteers. The
Mayor, Cllr. Hutton, presented the Oundle Town Council Performer awards
at the final concert when the high standard and variety of performance was
celebrated.
Peterborough violinist Ayana Shah
won Oundle Young Musician
2019. Nigel Harper, Chairman of
the Arts Society Oundle, which
sponsor the award, presented the
prize.
Katie Marshall, from Uppingham,
won Oundle Young Singer 2019.

2019

£460

OTC grant from your Council tax

1562

Performers (approx.!)

Festival

12

in

6

figures
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Primary Schools
Secondary Schools
Adult Choirs

Entries for the adult choral competitions were so high that a second
adjudicator and venue were required on Saturday April 6 th - a first for the
Festival. Choirs came from South of Bedford, north of Boston and west of
Leicester, as well as from Thrapston, Kettering and Peterborough. Perhaps
an Oundle group will enter in 2020.
The organising team’s arrangements for the 2020 Festival, which will run
from March 28th to April 4th, are well in hand. A big thank you to all our
volunteers who keep Festival sessions running smoothly.
If you would like to join them, or could offer a few hours help between
January and March 2020 with essential admin tasks, a warm welcome is
guaranteed!
Find out more at www.ofmd.org.uk or contact Gwen Radcliffe:
info@ofmd.org.uk Tel: 273191
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Transition Oundle launches new project
Did you know that the UK consumes resources three times faster than
they are being renewed or regenerated? Or that ‘single-use’ was the
Collins Dictionary word of the year in 2018?
Awareness of our wasteful use of non-renewable resources and our resulting
contribution to climate change and bio-diversity loss is growing. In response
to this Transition Oundle has recently launched a project called Oundle
Waste Less (OWL) to provide local solutions to these global issues.
OWL aims to encourage local residents, businesses, schools and groups to
make simple changes on how they buy and use goods to reduce
unnecessary waste.
Projects already started include:
Supporting the opening of Refill Revolution:
A packaging free shop where customers can use their own containers to
stock up on dried foods, spices, tea, coffee, hair care, body wash, laundry
liquids as well as other reusable household items. Refill Revolution is
‘popping up’ fortnightly at Oundle Wharf throughout the summer and will
open weekly from September. Forthcoming dates: 2/3 August, 16/17
August, 30/31 August.
Organising Repair Cafés:
Following the success of the first event, the Repair Café team will be back in
action on Saturday 9 November, at Fletton House. It’s a simple concept:
people can bring broken or damaged items for mending. Repairers and
those with things which need repairing should make contact to get involved repaircafe@transitionoundle.org.uk
Promoting FREE water bottle refills in town: in venues throughout the
town to reduce the need to purchase single use plastic bottles. Download the
Refill app or check refill.org.uk to find venues.
From September the OWL team will be:
• Arranging environmentally themed events, talks and films.
• Offering small grants to schools, charities and local groups to
undertake their own ‘waste less’ projects.
Email your reduce waste ideas to owl@transitionoundle.org.uk or
post to @TransitionOundle on Facebook
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The Heartstart Oundle Team
Simple Skills Save Lives
In operation since 2011, Heartstart Oundle has provided over 200 training
sessions at Oundle Surgery and at various locations across the District. The
training sessions cover the actions required to assist a casualty while waiting
for the Emergency Services to arrive. These actions can play a major role in
the casualty’s recovery and survival.
The Training Sessions are free and
the skills are simple to learn.
Oundle Surgery Dates:




14 September 9am
12 October
9am
16 November 9am

To book your place or to arrange a training session for your club,
organisation, school or neighbourhood contact:
Coordinator
Trevor Brant:
01832 273401
Scheme Leader Alan Williamson: 01832 270934

Important Notice
We’ve received calls about the playground on open space between Hillfield
Road and Creed Road.
This site is still managed by
Persimmon Homes along with all the
open public spaces, playgrounds,
bins and dog poo bins on the site.
The site includes Hillfield Road, Creed
Road, Cricketers Way, Prince George
Drive, Greenfields Road, Newbold
Close and Walcot Close.
Contact Persimmon Homes about this site www.persimmonhomes.com/contact
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Vintage Festival Proves A Huge Hit
Thousands flock to enjoy the first ever Oundle Vintage Festival!
Despite a few rain showers, the
streets of the town were buzzing all
day on 18 May with townsfolk and
visitors, some of whom had travelled
significant distances to attend the
event. With West Street, New Road
and the Market Place closed to traffic
for the day, the vintage sounds of the
fair's organ, steam engine whistles
and music from the performance
stage echoed about the town.

Great for Business
Booming business was done at the
town's eateries and stalls at the Food
Court in the Market Place. Trade was
brisk at the vintage market and local
shops, most of which had dressed
their windows in vintage styles.

Success at St Peter’s Church
Over at St Peter's Church 115
people took advantage of the chance
to take a tower tour throughout the
day and at 4pm, 35 teddy bears took
their turn to parachute from the
church tower's battlements.
We raised an amazing £10,000!

Festival goers enjoyed displays of
classic cars lined up against the
backdrop of the Great Hall and
Cloisters, and an array of vintage
tractors and traction engines on West
Street, where also young and old
were able to take a ride on the
mini-railway.

It is estimated we have raised in the
region of £10,000 for the Town Clock
& Bells Repair Fund. A portion of this
came from the wonderful 1950's
dance held the night before attended
by 150 people at St Peter's.
Organisers receive rave reviews
The event was organised by Oundle
Business Association; “We received
rave reviews from departing visitors
and afterwards on social media.”

A very big thank you
The Organising Committee would
like to thank all of the visitors,
exhibitors, traders, supporting local
businesses, performers, organisers
and volunteers who made the festival
such a memorable success.
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Oundle Town Council Staff

Emma
Town Clerk

Lisa
Deputy Clerk &
Estates Officer

Karen
Admin Assistant

Deborah
Warden

Paul
Finance Officer

John
Maintenance

Rebecca
Comms & Admin

Martin
Maintenance

The office is open Monday to Friday, 9am to 2pm

Fletton House
Modern conference and meeting
rooms available to hire with seating
for up to 120 delegates. Dance
studio, teaching kitchen and on site
café.

Queen Victoria Hall
Impressive hall with large stage &
meeting room available for hire. Up
to 200 people with bar and kitchen
facilities.

Prices start from £8 per hour.

Hire the hall at £13 per hour or the
whole facility for £20 per hour.

Hire the Hub at £15 per hour with
seating for 50 people. Food can also
be catered for - great for birthdays!

To check availability and book
call 01832 272055 or email
admin@oundle.gov.uk
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Hub Staff

Hannah
Team Leader

Vanessa
Assistant

Ellie
Assistant

Abi
Assistant

Bring your own
takeaway cup
for 10% off a
hot drink.

Maureen
Assistant

Ankia
Assistant

Harry
Assistant

The Hub
Serving tea, coffee, light lunches and delicious
homemade cakes. Gluten free bread and cakes,
and alternative milks available. Lots of outside
seating with plenty of room for prams, bikes and
mobility scooters.
Monday - Friday: 9am to 4pm
Saturday:

9am to 3pm

Sunday:

Closed
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Loyalty Card:
Buy 9 drinks &
get the 10th
FREE

Oundle Festival of Literature
Terry Waite: Travels with a Primate
Friday 27 September at 7.45pm
St Peter’s Church, North Street, Oundle
Tickets: £9 (£7), £1 off early bird tickets
bought before 20 September from
Oundle Box Office, 4 New Street.
We join the Archbishop, Robert
Runcie, his unflappable Chaplain, Terry and a host of other
colourful characters as they travel around the world. Even an
archbishop has little control over wars and missed
connections, floods and food poisoning, but this Primate
sailed majestically through the most troubled of waters, as his
companions baled energetically in his wake.
Travels with a Primate is the hilarious and affectionate
story of the trials and tribulations they encountered, and a
delightful tribute to an enduring friendship. As an envoy for
the Church of England, Terry travelled to Lebanon to try to
secure the release of four hostages, including the journalist
John McCarthy. He was himself kidnapped and held captive
from 1987 to 1991. Buy tickets online at oundle.festival.org.uk

£100 - £400 grants available
The Parson Latham’s Hospital Educational Foundation seeks to support the
further education of young people by awarding a grant to those who may be
beginning an apprenticeship, vocational training or starting university/
college.
Applicants must be a resident in Oundle and attended a state school
in Oundle for no less than 2 years.
Visit parsonlathamscharity.org.uk or contact 01832 272551

Produced by Oundle Town Council
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