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Mayor’s Annual Report
I want to start my report by introducing to you our
new Town Clerk – Emma Baker. She was selected from
an extremely strong field, and we were delighted to
commence her employment at the beginning of
January.
The year 2016/2017 has been a pretty tough one, but I
am pleased to be able to report that in spite of all our
difficulties no service provided by the Council has
failed, and all our obligations have been fully met.

Settling down into Fletton House has caused some
pretty tricky working conditions for our staff – there have been, in my opinion,
too many snagging issues around heating, water, toilets and drains – to mention
but a few – so many thanks to our long-suffering team of staff who have risen to
the occasion and kept it all going.
For much of the year there have only been five town councillors, which has
meant that in order to carry out our statutory duties and make decisions we
couldn’t afford to take holidays or be ill so as to remain quorate for meetings. I
am glad to say that at present there are ten of us – disappointingly we have had
several elections called, for which there have been no candidates.

However, all this has been more than made up for by the very positive, enthusiastic use of Fletton House by the many groups and individuals who use it. The
building firstly is a hub for the town and The Hub café is buzzing.
Our old building – The Courthouse is now providing small units for startup type
businesses, which is in line with the Councils long-standing policy of encouraging business in the town.
In my capacity as Mayor I have attended some 20 or more “events” ranging
from tea-parties and lunches, school openings, presentations, church and cathedral services, bonfire lighting, prize-givings, civic events, concerts and a Royal
visit when the Duke of Gloucester presided over the opening of Oundle School’s
new Sci-Tech Building.
Everyone must now be aware that Oundle recently featured in The Times list of
great places to live. Oundle certainly lives up to that accolade with its thriving
markets, Festivals, Societies of all kinds, Sports clubs and Music and Drama performances. We have waiting lists for our Scouting and Guiding groups and a
number of other flourishing clubs for young people.

I had hoped to be able to report on the Fletton Field inquiry which concluded
in January, but as with so many of these things we are still waiting. If we succeed in our appeal Fletton Field will be available to all the people who live in the
town with village green status.
As you may know we currently have 4 vacancies on the Council. In the Summer
2016 we were successful in electing 7 new Councillors unopposed. However
since then inspite of regular bye elections being called we have been unable fill
the last few vacancies as there have been no candidates. If anyone is interested
in becoming a Councillor please make contact with us and we will be able talk
through the process.
Cllr Val Chessser

Estates Report
Following the Council's decision not to sell part of the Courthouse, the Estates
Committee concentrated on maintaining the building to preserve its value and
also on finding leasehold tenants for every available room. Interior painting of
the main building has been started, the boiler system has been upgraded,
roofing repairs are under way and an additional kitchen area has been created. A number of new tenants are in the process of moving in and for the first
time, income at the Courthouse will exceed expenditure in 2017. This has
been achieved without increasing the rents of either the museum or CHAT
which are valuable amenities to the Town.
Plans are under way to increase income from room hire at Fletton House. The
objective is to raise sufficient income from a limited amount of Corporate
room hire to enable the clubs, societies, charities etc which are vital to the
residents of Oundle to avail themselves of the facilities at Fletton House at
very affordable prices. Similar plans are in place for the Queen Victoria Hall.
We have two modest Capital projects in hand for 2017-18. A small extension
at Fletton House will provide a larger kitchen for the Hub and a changing room
for the Dance Studio. Both are urgently needed. The other project is to build a
workshop for our maintenance team on Council owned land. The repayment
terms will be less than the rent we currently pay for a workshop and will enhance the services provided by our maintenance team.

Estates cont’d
Estates are monitoring the situation with regard to the closure of the Norwich and Peterborough Building Society in Town and what future use the
building might be put to.
We are delighted that the War Memorial in New Street has been cleaned
and repaired in good time before the Armistice Service in November and,
most importantly, the 100th anniversary of the WW1 armistice on 11th
November 2018. We are especially pleased with the high standard of work
carried out.
Cllr Roy Sparkes

Before and after restoration photos

Update on Snipe Meadow Boardwalk
As many of you know, the boardwalk across Snipe
Meadow (from the rugby club to the river path) has
collapsed in a number of places. After taking a good
look at it we have decided that it is repairable as most
of it is still sound. We're in the process of getting
quotes for fixing the damaged sections and hope to
have it back to full health in the next few weeks. As
soon as the work is completed we will let you know.

Cllr Charles Best

Finance Report
Both income and expenditure for 2016-17 were around £600,000 and well inside the projected budget of around £700,000. Expenditure on Salaries was
around £68,000 within budget. One unexpected cost was an invoice for around
£35,000 from the main contractor for the Fletton House refurbishment contract
for asbestos removal from 2 years ago at the commencement of the refurbishment work. Income was boosted by encouraging performances from the Hub
catering and room hire and in future years both should be expected to increase.
Whilst these are all pre-audit figures the finalised results should be very similar.
The budget projections for 2017-18 are also for income and expenditure of
around £600,000 even with a full program of property maintenance.
Council decided to increase the Precept by 2% to maintain it at a level slightly
above predicted inflation. The Government's plan to cap Precepts has been
postponed for another year but at the time we had to set our Precept, capping
seemed likely. Despite a fairly large increase last year the Council considered it
would be unwise to reduce the Precept for this year because capping could
mean it would then take many years before the Precept returned to its present
level with consequent reductions in services provided. Similarly, the Council
were unhappy to increase Precept beyond a provision for inflation because of
the large increase last year.
Despite another ambitious programme for 2017-18 the Council remains confident of achieving its targets within budget.

Income and Expenditure for 2016/2017
Income

Actual

Markets

23,871

FH The Hub

74,675

FH Rooms

41,941

JSC, ORC, RC, RG

5,161

Cemetery

9,737

Grants/Sponsorship/NP/FH/WT/WG

8,296

Court House
Other Miscellaneous Incomes
Precept
Total

Expenditure
Staff - Gross Salary

21,900
5,061
387,885
578,528

Actual
260,933

CH Expenditure

28,684

Office Costs

74,642

Office Equipment & Rentals

5,730

Fletton House

93,412

Eastwood Road

11,186

Market

4,165

Environment

3,473

Car Parks & Public Conveniences

19,501

Grants

19,887

PWLB Loan Interest

20,013

Other Miscellaneous Expenditure

16,935

Total

558,562

Oundle Community Speedwatch
A great number of people who drive through Oundle appear to have
some relationship with the town. They drive through regularly, or use
the shops and often live here themselves and have family and friends in
the town.
This is a lovely town to live in and we can make it even more attractive
to shoppers residents and visitors by ensuring we control our speeds.
Most people don't wilfully speed around Oundle but many forget in
their hurry that they are doing 30mph in a 20mph zone or 40mph in a
30mph zone. A simple oversight but for a pedestrian or cyclist this additional speed could mean the difference between walking away, serious
injury and even death. When you also factor in the high population of
school children in the town it makes any excess speed far more unacceptable.
Community Speedwatch puts a speed camera in the hands of local residents and allows them to support the police in monitoring speeds. It is a
gentle to reminder to drivers that they need to slow down and action is
taken by the police, and only the police. Just having a speed camera on
the street is all the reminder most people need.
We all have to bear in mind as we drive through Oundle that we are
probably passing our friends, family and staff from the town's businesses that we use. Out of respect for their safety we need to respect the
speed limits and make sure Oundle remains an attractive place to visit
and live in.
Speedwatch has been successfully started in Oundle on the tail end of
the scheme for 2016-2017. In the short time it has been active 8 warning letters have been issued by the police as a result of the team's
efforts. Oundle has been invited onto the next Speedwatch scheme
2017-2018 and we are looking for additional volunteers. The more people that get involved the more effective we can be without any one volunteer having too much of an extra burden on their work/life commitments ! If you would like to help please
email us on:
oundle-speedwatch@googlegroups.com
Or Call on 07092 392545

WHAT’S ON AT THE MUSEUM
This year’s themed exhibition: “Oundle in the 1940s” is accompanied by several new and exciting additions to our collections.
With the aid of funds from the Museum Friends, the Feofees and donations
we have been able to purchase a beautiful medieval gold brooch and a silver
cufflink. Both were found locally and declared treasure trove before being
valued by the British Museum.
Another treasure now on display is a large 17th Century over mantle discovered in a shed in North St. After restoration and with the repositioning of display cases this has now been appropriately placed above a newly exposed fireplace in the Courtroom.
Back to “Oundle in the 1940s”, we have a variety of snapshot displays depicting various aspects of life in the town during the Second World War and
the following period of austerity. From fashion to air raid shelter, music to
military and excerpts from diaries we have tried to capture something of life
seventy years ago.

Brooch found at Benefield

Oundle celebrates ten years as a Fairtrade
Town
This year marks the tenth anniversary of Oundle’s Fairtrade Town status. A Steering Group was set up in 2006, and Oundle qualified as a
Fairtrade Town the following year in recognition of the strong support
for Fairtrade within the town. This involved the achievement of five
qualifying goals, such as the wide availability of Fairtrade products in
local shops and catering outlets, together with high levels of support
from local people, businesses, the Town Council, faith groups and
schools.
New road signs at the three main entrances to the town are being
erected, stating that Oundle is a Fairtrade Town. Thanks are due to
our three District Councillors, Rupert Reichhold, Philip Stearn and Jake
Vowles, for help with funding for these, as well as to Oundle Town
Council for commissioning the signs.
‘I am delighted that Oundle has shown its commitment to improving
the lives of farmers and producers in many poor countries of the
world by endorsing the principles of Fairtrade’, says Eleanor Rayden,
who chairs the Fairtrade Town Steering Group. ‘Fairtrade helps smallscale farmers ensure they earn stable incomes and have long-term
contracts with the companies they trade with. In addition, they earn
the Fairtrade Premium, which they invest as the
farmer-owned co-operative democratically
chooses, in projects that will benefit their business or community’.
Look out for the Fairtrade mark when you are
shopping: there are over 4,500 Fairtrademarked products on sale in the UK, many of
which are available in our local supermarkets
and shops. And each November in St Peter’s
church there is a Fairtrade/Eco market, where a
wide variety of Fairtrade crafts, gifts and food is
on sale.
www.fairtrade.org.uk

Oundle School New Sports Centre

Oundle School has been granted planning permission for a new multi-purpose
Sports Centre. Construction will commence in Autumn 2017, with the aim of
opening by the end of 2019. The investment is part of the School’s broader
Sports Masterplan, which includes a new athletics track, eight additional tennis courts, new AstroTurfs and six additional netball courts, all complementing
the award-winning cricket pavilion which opened in 2015.
The new Sports Centre will be located adjacent to the existing building on the
site of the current athletics track. Public access will continue to be from Milton
Road, with a new one-way system for coaches providing dedicated drop off
areas and an exit via Pavilion Drive. Car parking capacity will be increased as
part of a greener and more aesthetically appealing landscaped campus, whilst
environmental credentials form an integral part of the design.
Dual use has been factored into the build and there will be community and
sports club access to the state-of-the-art facilities. Full details on the range of
memberships and non-membership rates will be available in the months
ahead of the public opening. In the meantime, all sports facility and membership enquiries should still be directed to Oundle School Enterprises and the
Pool.
Inside the new Sports Centre, an airy reception will lead into informal viewing
area of the pool, whilst an eight-court hall will offer retractable bleacher
seating. Wet and dry changing rooms will offer flexibility between community
and School use. The adaptable playing spaces within the hall include badminton, netball, volleyball, basketball and five a side courts, while a separate airconditioned fitness suite offers seventy stations.

There will be a dedicated dance studio and three further multipurpose studios, which will double as a large hospitality suite or smaller meeting spaces. A
new 50m six-lane swimming pool will be divisible into two pools through use
of a submersible boom. Its floating floor will optimise flexible operation and
further features will improve access for less able users and those on rehabilitation and physiotherapy programmes. The existing pool will remain in operation until the new one is fully functional.
Throughout the building phase, every effort will be taken to ensure minimum
disruption both to the current facilities and local residents. Any enquiries
should be directed in the first instance to Rachel Vicary, Director of Communications at Oundle School. E: rjv@oundleschool.org.uk.

The Bunting is Back
Oundle Town Council would like to say
thank you to Oundle School for helping put
up the bunting in the Town. As you may
remember in the last edition of the Oracle
we had lost our volunteers and were looking for someone to help find a solution to
our problem. Luckily Oundle School
stepped in to help.

Oundle Town Council Statement
The council has been requested to publish a statement in the Oracle to
address questions put to it at the Annual Town Meeting on the 27 th April
2017 regarding certain issues last year. The council, however, entered into a
confidentiality agreement with its former clerk which precludes it from
responding fully to the questions posed.
One of the questions put to the council asked if council protocols have been
reviewed and revised so as to prevent any recurrence of such issues. No
such review could be undertaken until now. In view of the confidentiality
agreement entered into any such review will have to be conducted in camera and it is not possible to indicate what (if anything) may be capable of
being made public after the completion of any such review.

Nine Days of Outstanding Entertainment.
7th - 15th July
This year’s Oundle International Festival opens with a night of jazz from the
world famous Ronnie Scott’s All Stars and closes with the ever popular
Party at the Wharf which is headlined by Absolute Bowie -a fitting tribute
to the Starman himself - and supported by Lincolnshire rockabillies The
Houndogs. With great food, local brews, children’s entertainments in abundance and a friendly atmosphere, this is a Party for everyone to enjoy.
Throughout the week there are classical performances by the wonderful
European Union Chamber Orchestra with finalist of the BBC’s Young Musician of the Year 2016, horn soloist Ben Goldscheider, the award winning
Ruisi Quartet and Lunchtime Recitals from talented young musicians.
Pop-star turned clergyman and broadcaster Reverend Richard Coles will be
‘in conversation’, and the hugely enjoyable Budapest Cafe Orchestra will
play uplifting folk ballads and gypsy reels.
Outdoor entertainment includes a play by Illyria Children’s Theatre, Back
To The Future at the Outdoor Cinema and The Bach Walk – an evening of
music, walking and dining.
During the weekend of 8th & 9th July, Oundle on Show will showcase the
area’s creative, artistic and musical talent through exhibitions, Open Gardens, organised by Transition Oundle, and performances of choral, orchestral, jazz and the spoken word - all given freely for audience members to
enjoy.
Visit www.oundlefestival.org.uk, call 01832 274734 or visit the Oundle Festival Box Office, 4 New Street, Oundle, PE8 4EA, or find us on facebook.com/oundleinternationalfestival or on twitter @oundlemusic

The 2017 Oundle Food Festival, an annual feature in food lovers’ diaries
promises to be bigger and better than ever. The highlight of the Festival is
the very popular street market on Saturday 24th June when over 75 of the
region's finest independent food, drink and kitchenware producers fill the
town's Market Place and New Street, offering a chance to meet people
who grow, raise, bake, brew, distil and make the range of treats on sale.
With music and dance from the Oundle Fringe Festival, street entertainment from Balls Up Juggling Club and pub games from World Conker
Championships - this is a great family day out.
The 2017 Festival is sponsored by Hambleton Bakery and AGA Oundle who
have recently opened shops at Oundle Wharf. They, several other Oundle
retailers and venues are running events, offers and Festival menus
throughout the weeks preceding
the street market, full details of
which are available on
www.oundlefoodfestival.co.uk
and social media.
For further information:
Oundle Food Festival c/o Oundle
Music Trust, 4 New Street,
Oundle, Peterborough. PE8 4EA
Web:
www.oundlefoodfestival.co.uk
Tel: 01832 274919
FB: @OundleFoodFestival
Twitter: @oundlefood

Beautiful and Edible Gardens
The Open Gardens is a fund raising event for Transition Oundle in association
with Oundle International Festival through the sale of the Open Garden map
and guide.
TO would welcome any size, shape or type of garden, from community to
kitchen, as the theme of Beautiful and Edible Gardens suggests.
Information for prospective open gardeners
Gardens must be within Oundle.
Gardens must be open from 11am - 5pm on Sunday July 9th. This is longer
than 2015 in response to positive feedback.
Garden owners must be able to hold brochures for the Festival and TO.
It is the garden owners’ choice if they wish to offer refreshments or charge an
additional entry fee.
Please notify TO at hilary.hoyle@gmail.com what the fee will be before Monday June 5th so it can be noted on the guide.
It is the garden owners’ choice if they
wish to offer information about their
garden in written or verbal form. TO
can photocopy and weather proof
written information which may be taken around a garden, if it is submitted
by Monday June 5th to hilary.hoyle@gmail.com
TO will provide Garden Open signage
to be displayed at garden entrances.
Map and Guide
Cost: £5. No concessions.
Maps available on the day at The Hub,
Fletton House, Glapthorn Road.
Tickets may be bought from the Festival Box Office in advance and exchanged at The Hub for a map and
guide.

Oundle Town Council 2017
Back row left to right:
Cllr Peter Peel, Cllr Malcolm Glen, Cllr Roy Sparkes, Cllr Neville Oakes
Front row left to right:
Town Clerk Emma Baker, Town Mayor Val Chesser, Deputy Mayor
David Chapple, Cllr Sue Oakes.
Councillors who were absent:
Cllr Charles Best, Cllr David Fuller, Cllr Clive Humphreys

Full Council Meetings

Planning Meetings

•

20th June 2017 7.30pm

•

6th June 2017 7.30pm

•

18th July 2017 7.30pm

•

4th July 2017 7.30pm

•

19th September 2017 7.30pm

•

1st August 2017 7.30pm

WANT TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE ?
Do You :
Have spare time?
Want to help your community?
Are You :
A Team Player?
Innovative?
Forward Thinking?
Able to contribute to debate, evaluate information and help make decisions?

If this sounds like YOU then why not become a
TOWN COUNCILLOR ?

Councillors attend monthly Full Council meetings.
They serve on various sub committees and volunteer to assist in many areas
of Oundle life.

Don’t Delay : email the Town Clerk for more details at emma@oundle.gov.uk
or phone the office on 01832 272055.

Oundle Town Council needs people like
YOU
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