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Oundle Town Council Newsletter

Mayor’s Report
After enjoying the festivities over Christmas with my family, the first week of
January was back to business and full steam ahead. The blanket of snow we
received in January helped myself and other residents get over the New Year
blues with many people taking to the sledging slopes next to the sewerage plant,
commonly known as Stinky Hill, or so I’m told. Lots of fun!

On February 6th St. Peter’s Church came to
life with Jane Webster’s production of Joseph
and his Amazing Technicolour Dream Coat.
The stage set was incredible as were the cast
members. You could see all of the children
were having so much fun and it was lovely
to see Oundle’s young stars shine. A huge
thank you to Jane Webster for pulling it all
together and a thank you to the behind the
scenes crew who worked so tirelessly to give
us the treat we received.
On February 8th I was invited to the Talbot
Hotel to watch the unveiling of their wonderful
new mural. The unveiling marked the
anniversary of the execution of Mary Queen
of Scots and the story of her life was enjoyed
by many residents. If you haven’t already, then I would encourage you to go and
have a look at this wonderful piece.
Cllr George Higgins
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Your meeting this year will be held
on Thursday April 25th at Queen Victoria Hall
Coffee from 7.00pm

Business 7.30pm

Do put the date in your diary. If you want to get formal support from the
residents present at the meeting, suggest an issue for discussion or
simply table a question in advance then please contact the Clerk at the
Courthouse by April 15th, 2013.
We can then organise the agenda and further publicity. 2012 Town
Meeting minutes can be seen at Oundle Library, at the Courthouse and
on www.oundle.gov.uk
This is a meeting of the Town, organised by the Town Council, not a
Council meeting. County, District and Town Councillors will be there to
listen and answer questions you may have about Oundle issues.

Introducing
I first saw Oundle in 1986 and thought it was real hidden gem, a thriving market
town with beautiful buildings, rich in history, in a remarkably picturesque area,
strategically placed with great access to all other
parts of the country, but without being overpopulated
and overrun by traffic.
Widowed in 1999, I resolved to move to Oundle,
which I did in 2003. I retired in 2010, but prior to
that I had a career in public finance. I trained at
the National Audit Office, worked for a few years
at Cambridgeshire County Council, then moved to
Price Waterhouse, where I specialised in managing
major procurement and providing financial advice to
capital investment projects for public sector clients.
When I saw the Town Council vacancy advertised in
the Oracle I thought it would be a great opportunity to
get involved. Whilst acknowledging the limited powers
and resources of the Council, I would like to do whatever I can to preserve the
beauty, heritage and best amenities of Oundle, contribute to the development
of services for all residents, and assist in developing a plan for the future of the
town. I am also keen to work with fellow councillors to ensure that the Council’s
limited resources are used to best effect and that all residents, businesses and
other interested parties are given sufficient time, opportunity and information to
engage with the process of shaping the future of Oundle.
Cllr Ann Fitzgerald
I am delighted to be a Councillor. I
hope to help ensure that Oundle
remains a great place in which to
live and work, both today and in the
future.
I bring the perspective of a family that
has regularly visited Oundle for 40
years and has lived here for over 10.
I am a recently retired engineer who
has worked in a very wide variety
of commercial roles in the UK and
overseas. My experience has shown
me that ultimately, it is people that
make the difference.
Cllr David Wood

Cllr Terry Stagg reflects on his first year on Oundle Town Council.
Currently on a leave of absence with family in Australia he remains in
e-mail contact.
Oundle is a town of charm and character, a wonderful place to live and attractive
to visitors. It is, however, struggling to to cope with the practicalities of 21st
century transportation and infrastructure issues exacerbated by a government
imposed target of 800 new homes by 2031.
As a resident since 1982 and believing that my business experience in problem
solving and working within financial constraints could complement the work
already in progress on these and other issues, I successfully stood for election
to the Town Council in mid. 2012.
Although I was open minded about what might be achievable, it soon became
clear that in the key areas of roads and planning a town council has no real
power. East Northants Council is the planning authority whilst Northants County
Council is responsible for roads. Oundle Town Council has no veto in either
case and can only make representations and recommendations based on our
Neighbourhood Plan.
The Localism agenda does allow the legislative means for more decision
making at Parish and Town level and in some areas this is very useful. However
there is no extra Government money available and neither can Council rates be
increased. Indeed the recessionary squeeze at all levels of Local Government
is filtering down forcing Councillors to be more ingenuous in trying to balance
the essence of Oundle with today's realities.
Difficulties, of course but none the less exciting and engaging and I am looking
forward to the rest of my term.
A Boards – The proliferation of A Boards for advertising throughout the
O
town has been raised at Council meetings. Concerns have been ex- n
pressed in view of their potential for causing problems for the visually
impaired. A boards also reduce space for other pedestrians. There are S
t
also nationwide campaigns to reduce street clutter.
r
Research on the website www.gov.uk suggests that you may have to e
apply to Northamptonshire County Council for a licence.
e
“If you put an advertising sign or display on a pavement or road without a licence,
you can be fined up to £2,500, and £250 for each day that it stays there.”

Food for thought!
Advertising on Bus Shelters – This has been on the increase and costs
you money to clean off. We ask that this practice stops.
Fly Posting – Many groups, keen to advertise events, attach laminated
posters to lamp posts and other street furniture. Complaints have been
received. Removing them in a timely manner would be appreciated.
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FOR SALE
The Drill Hall and Drill Hall House
A valuable and prominent building
suitable for conversion to residential
use or offices.
On Feb 21st Oundle Town Council
agreed sale particulars for the property.
The Car park will be reconfigured to
recover the 4 spaces lost.

£

Offers in the region of: £400,000
Contact: Mark Carroll
mark.carroll@berrybros.com or
01536 532376

WHAT IS THE PRECEPT?
TOWN COUNCIL BUDGET 2013/14

In January the Town Council approved a budget for the period May 2013 to April
2014. As a result of this budget the amount that East Northamptonshire Council
has been asked to raise through the Council Tax and pass on to the Town
Council is £302,548 an increase of £37,548 on the previous year’s precept.
This year’s budget was even more difficult to prepare than in previous years
because of the number of possible areas of expenditure that we may face but
which we may end up not having at all. For example we had to make provision
for expenditure in connection with Fletton House without knowing whether we
would, in fact, be taking the building over from the County Council. Similarly
there are plans to appoint a Town Manager to boost trade and tourism and,
therefore, the expenditure budget provides for this but whether the proposal
goes ahead at all is likely to depend on whether the matched funding from local
businesses can be achieved.
What we can say is that the Town Council’s budget continues to provide for,
amongst other things, the cost of the public
conveniences taken over from the District
Council, the provision of CCTV for community
safety, the provision of grants to the Queen
Victoria Hall Trust and other community
groups, the printing of the ORACLE and new
projects like the installation of an electronic
information notice board in the town centre.
Questions about the council’s budget can, of course, be raised at the Annual
Town Meeting.				
Cllr David Chapple

Decision Day

116 members of the public joined Oundle Town Councillors and staff on
Thursday February 28th at St. Peter’s Church. Following the presentation
of background information a lively debate in relation to the future of Fletton
House and the Courthouse took place. Seven members of the public spoke with
passion about the possible impact on their organisation or Oundle. A thoughtful,
well measured question and answer session then took place.
Following the public meeting, Oundle Town Council met to consider the issues.
Recreational Facilities
Following a report from the Neighbourhood Planning Working Party, on
February 21st the Council unanimously agreed ‘that the town’s requirements
for Sports & Recreational facilities be met through partnership working
with the schools and other bodies and that the requirement for a bespoke
building is not pursued’. As a result of this decision, our future capital
requirements did not need to take this potential expenditure into account.
Capital cost
£300,000 of your reserves are currently available to be used for a Capital
Project. The due diligence report indicates that £550,000 would produce a high
quality refurbishment of Fletton House. If the project planning starts in May
extra capital would not be needed until February 2014, by which time money
from the Drill Hall sale should have been received. A bridging loan from the
Public Works Loan Board would be possible.

Running Costs
The annual cost to the tax payer of all the options were investigated in the due
diligence process by Paul Bancroft Associates. Worst cases scenarios ranged
from net costs of £30,633 (partial disposal of Courthouse) to £6,387 (the status
quo). Full occupancy of available space in the buildings produced a range of
net costs from £6,387 (status quo) to a surplus of £18,640 (using both the
Courthouse and Fletton House).
The report contains this analysis of the two building option.
STRENGTH

OPPORTUNITY

Museum remains in situ
Chance to consolidate centrally
voluntary and public services
Fletton House retained for Community
All tenants catered for
Maximum expansion for an increasing
Town population.

No tenants displaced or lost
Increased space and improved
facilities at Fletton House
Room for Community expansion
Additional car parking spaces
Consideration/ time to sell office units
at a future date if required.
Greatest potential for increased
revenue streams
Provide Oundle with a common central
Community facility

WEAKNESS
Cost of relocation

RISK
Economic downturn results in reduced
space requirements
Greater exposure due to higher number
of tenants.

After debate, the proposition unanimously approved was that
“Oundle Town Council accepts the asset transfer of Fletton House from
Northamptonshire County Council for community use and retains the
Courthouse within its property portfolio and that work to establish the
specific uses for both buildings commences as soon as possible.”

Interested in taking space? Contact Debra Raper, Clerk to Council

Oundle Changemakers
The part that the Gamesmakers played in the
sucess of London 2012 has been celebrated
widely. Yet the idea of volunteering seemed a
surprise to many in the national media.
It was, however, no surprise to the Oundle
community. From activities for young people and
sports groups to support for the sick and elderly
an Oundle volunteer is making it happen.
As well as the usual opportunities for volunteering
we are now faced with the impact of “austerity”.
Could you make a difference?
Cllr Gwen Radcliffe

Nancy Taylor
Do you have a car? Are you recently retired?
Do you have children at school?
Have you got a little time on your hands? Do
you live in one of the villages we serve?
Driving for Volunter Action is rewarding and
very enjoyable.
Drive as much or as little as you like.
You tell us each week if and when you are
free to drive – we do the rest.
A mileage allowance is paid.

Oundle Befriending Scheme - What is it?
The Oundle Befriending Scheme offers one
to one support & companionship for the
elderly in Oundle & the surrounding villages.
It is organised by Volunteer Action and the
Oundle Churches.
Call us on: 275433 ask for Nancy Taylor or
email volunteeraction.oundle@virgin.net
Operation Spring Clean
Could you spare 2 hours to litter pick on
Saturday 6th or Sunday 7th April. All equipment provided. Areas to be tackled
will be decided when we know the “person power”.
Please contact admin@oundle.gov.uk or ring 272055

Community Speed Watch enables local people to
become actively involved in helping to slow down
traffic in 30mph zones within their community.
Volunteers are trained in the use of hand-held speed
monitoring devices to track the speed of motorists in
the parish. Details of a speeding car are recorded
on a data sheet. These sheets are processed by the
Police and a warning letter is sent to the driver.
Speeding drivers can receive up to two warning
letters but if they are recorded as speeding for a
third time, they will not receive a third one. The Police take further action.
Ten volunteers, willing to be trained, would allow Oundle to apply.
Parish Flood wardens are a vital link
between residents, local government and
the Environment Agency.
Flood wardens are the communication
channel during times of flooding between the
community and those whose job it is to provide
support. Residents will look to their flood
warden to provide initial organisation and
guidance. Flood wardens pass information
from the Environment Agency and emergency services to local residents.
Acting as the ‘eyes and ears’ of the community by reporting the situation on
the ground, resources can be targeted at those most in need. Currently Oundle
does not have a Flood Warden.
If you are interested in either role please contact
admin@oundle.gov.uk or ring 272055

The library is a vibrant community hub for everyone to use and enjoy, but it needs your
help! Did you know that lots of the community services above and beyond lending books
rely on your support?
Our dedicated, selfless, and charming volunteers help to provide fun activities for
families, local history clubs for research savvy bookworms, homework help for young
people, business start up advice for aspiring entrepreneurs, rhymetime singing sessions
for toddlers, job clubs for those on the hunt for a new career, and even help to keep the
garden tidy.
If you could help your library too, then come on, get involved! Ask at your library or go to:
www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/getinvolved

Increased pedal power for Oundle officers
A grant from Oundle Town Council
has provided two bicycles for the Safer
Community Team. This will mean PCSO
Tony Greening and another lucky officer
will be more approachable and visible to
members of the public than they would if
they were in a car and will also give them
access to off-road terrain not suitable for
police vehicles.
Sergeant Ali Rae said: “We are very pleased
that Oundle Town Council has chosen to support us in our work and the bikes
they have kindly donated will make a huge difference to how we police the local
areas.The cycles will greatly assist officers who would normally be on foot to
easily patrol a wider area, while also being more accessible to a wider number
of residents during the course of the day.”
PCSO Tony Greening, who made the successful application, said “I have
already been on area on a pedal cycle in Oundle and I know what effect it has
on the community. The bike creates a talking point with people, including the
local young people and is a great ice breaker. “
In mid January Sgt. Phil Holton took up a new role as the
Safer Community Team Sergeant at Rushden.
“Leaving Oundle was by no means an easy decision for to me
make, having enjoyed my tenure here. It has been a varied
and interesting time from major and minor crimes, floods, road
incidents and of course being invited to police some great
community events both big and small. I have been very lucky to
have worked here and to have met and formed friendships with a
number of people.
However, Rushden offers fresh challenges for me, an opportunity to work in the town
where I grew up, and to put something back into the community there. I would like
to extend my sincere thanks to you all for the support that you have given both me
personally, and my team over the past 4 years.”

Oundle Town Council has written thanking him for his service.
Sgt. Andy Hunt takes on this role in April.
AGM Tuesday 9th April
at the Ship in Oundle
from 7.30pm for an 8pm start
Non-members are most welcome to attend and learn more about twinning in
general and our twin town connections in particular.

Oundle Festival of Music & Drama changes for 2013
begins at St. Peter’s Church at 11 am on Saturday March 23rd
featuring Barbershop, Choral and Vocal Classes

THEN WE MOVE TO		
School Chapel & Common Room
Queen Victoria Hall

FESTIVAL CONCERT
Wednesday March 27th

Monday March 25th
School Choirs, Vocals,
Woodwind, Pianos
Speech & Drama

St. Peter’s Church
7.00pm

Tuesday March 26th
Bands & Ensembles
Keyboards, Strings
Speech & Drama

OTC Prize Winners
Young Singer of the Year
Selected Festival Performers
Young Musician of the Year
Competition

All sessions
open to public.
Programmes from
Oundle Bookshop
and Oundle Box Office
Latest news at www.ofmd.org.uk

featuring

TICKETS £5, child £2
available from
Oundle International Festival Box Office
4 New Street 274734
www.oundlefestival.org.uk

festival
INTERNATIONAL

......bringing Music to you!

Festival: 12 - 20 July 2013

Tasmin Little Monteverdi Experience Dominic Alldis
Organ Recitals Jesus College Choir, Cambridge

Picnic in the Park at Boughton House:
13 July 2013 - 20 July 2013
Courtney Pine

Tina May

Music in Quiet Places: Spring and Autumn
Eduardo Niebla Harald Haugaard
Harborough Collective David Le Page
Villiers Quartet

Pipers 3
Horns Aloud

For Further Information, visit our website at www.oundlefestival.org.uk
or contact
OUNDLE BOX OFFICE: 01832 274734
4 New Street, Oundle PE8 4ED
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Your 2013 Annual Town Meeting takes place on
Thursday April 25th at 7.30pm
		

Full Council: Mar 21st Apr 21st
Planning:
Apr 4th

The council is currently reviewing the frequency of its meetings and
committee structure. Details of meetings from May 2013 onwards will
be posted on the website.
Your attendance at all Council meetings is most welcome.
Meetings are held at the Courthouse starting at 7.30pm.
A public participation spot is provided towards the beginning of each
meeting for contributions relating to the agenda. There is no requirement
for you to pre-register for this; however, if you wish to speak on a
planning application you must provide at least 48 hours advance notice
of this to the Clerk to the Council, Debra Raper. Representations on
Planning matters are restricted to 2 minutes.
David CHAPPLE
Val CHESSER
Paul DURMAN
Chris ELLIOT
Ann FITZGERALD
Neil FRASER
George HIGGINS

273877
272217
273080
275333
270849
274239
275584

Paul KING
Neville OAKES
Sue OAKES
Gwen RADCLIFFE
Philip ROSE
Terry STAGG
David WOOD

270370
275818
275818
273191
272520
273774
273865

Courthouse and Fletton House Opportunities
Interested in using the buildings
Contact Debra Raper, Clerk to the Council
Open to Public from 9am to 2pm
Easter closure: Fri Mar 29th to Tues April 2nd
Oundle Town Council,
The Courthouse
Mill Road,
Oundle
PE8 4BW

admin@oundle.gov.uk
www.oundle.gov.uk
Tel:- 01832 272 055
Fax:- 01832 272 122
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