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Oundle Town Council Newsletter

Mayor’s Report ~ Cllr Neil Fraser
It is obviously a sad but fond farewell to George Higgins, Mayor for the past 20
months, who has stepped down to spend more time with his family. We wish him
well, as we do to Paul Durman and David Wood who have also left the Council.
So welcome to my first report to you as Mayor of Oundle Town Council. It sounds
rather grand. My children were delighted and are very pleased to be able dine out
with friends on it, unlike the occasion when I became the World Conker Champion!
When they asked me what it meant to me to be Mayor
of Oundle, I paused and thought about it for some while
before giving them this: “Immense pride that my fellow Councillors have faith in
me to lead the Council whilst feeling nervous that it’s
a huge agenda we have chosen to deliver to the town
• The Women’s Tour
• Changes to the Town Centre to improve access and safety
• Fletton House plans
• The Neighbourhood Plan”

Not my exact words but that would have taken up the
whole Oracle!
We moved here in 1985 following many happy years in London to find a stunning
town with a big heart and a really vibrant cultural and artistic scene; completely
unexpected. What might appear at first sight to be a pretty if sleepy little market town
is in fact a true gem, alive with festivals of Literature, Music and Drama, and it’s all
down to unpaid volunteers who have passion, quite astounding.
Having just chaired two public meetings, The Women’s Tour on Monday, 17th Feb
and the proposed adaptions to the Market Place on Wednesday,19th Feb, it is clear
we have a great deal to do to ensure we make the most of both of these opportunities.
On the one hand the commercial benefit and visibility The Women’s Tour will bring
is to be enjoyed and capitalised upon by us all. The implications on the other hand
of our proposals for the Market Place to improve safety and its appearance whilst
not reducing the opportunity for parking or spending too much is a challenge.
We face a difficult task in winning the hearts and minds of the whole town in
developing the Neighbourhood Plan and ensuring you feel the benefits of its activity
and impact on the issues we all see and have passion about. Whether a cyclist,
pedestrian or driver; parking, cycle racks, road safety, traffic speed and accessibility
are concerns. We, like you, want a safer town for every resident and visitor and to
ensure the hospitality and friendship enjoyed when in our town encourages them to
revisit us time and time again.
We are your Town Council, representing you, listening to you and acting for you. I
hope we can demonstrate that we are working hard for you in everything we do.		
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Annual Town Meeting 2014
Your meeting this year will be held
on Thursday April 24th at Queen Victoria Hall
Coffee from 7.00pm Business 7.30pm
Do put the date in your diary. If you want to get formal support from the
residents present at the meeting, suggest an issue for discussion or
simply table a question in advance then please contact the Clerk at the
Courthouse by April 11th.
We can then organise the agenda and further publicity. 2013 Town
Meeting minutes can be seen at Oundle Library, at the Courthouse and
on www.oundle.gov.uk
This is a meeting of the Town, organised by the Town Council, not a
Council meeting. County, District and Town Councillors will be there to
listen and answer questions you may have about Oundle issues.

It’s that time of year again!
Long before the green shoots of spring are seen Oundle Town Council has to set
its budget for the new council year beginning in May 2014 so that it can tell East
Northamptonshire Council how much money it will require from the council tax.
That sum (the precept) will be £330,400 an increase of 8.6%. Planned expenditure
is £454,692.08. The amount precepted for is the difference between this figure and
the income the council expects to receive from its own activities (eg rental income
and market charges).
So where will the money be spent? Amongst the things we have to budget for
are expenditure on: the Courthouse and Joan Strong Centre, the cemetery and
churchyard, the markets, public conveniences and car parks, CCTV, Recreation
Ground and other open spaces, Occupation Road and its sports clubs. We provide
financial support to the Trust responsible for the Queen Victoria Hall.
As we move forward with our plans for Fletton House we must provide for expenditure
there too. Another major project is the Neighbourhood Plan. The council continues
to fund the Oracle as well as providing arts and community grants and ensuring
the Christmas lights brighten up our town in December from our tourism budget.
Last but not least Oundle Town Council employs first rate staff to administer these
services and to maintain our open spaces and properties. We have our new Town
Centre Manager too and our budget has to make sure that we can pay them for
what they do.
Our increasing activity comes at a price but it is a price which I feel continues to
provide great value for money and which helps to make our town a wonderful place
to live. My fellow councillors and I hope that you feel the same way.
Cllr David Chapple
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Neighbourhood Plan
As many of you will know, the Neighbourhood Plan (NP) was successfully launched
in St Peter’s Church on Saturday 11 January; we received a lot of feedback, most
of it positive and largely supportive of the direction in which we’re going. We’re
now analysing the comments and incorporating them into our work; it was never
the plan to respond to individual comments directly but there will be a summary of
actions on the OTC website at www.oundle.gov.uk . I should take this opportunity
to point out that the Riverside Inn, near the A605 roundabout, and “Oundle” Marina
are outside the Parish boundary, which is the NP designated area and we cannot
therefore directly influence their development.
We will continue to publicize the NP and seek to gain resident’s views through a
variety of events and again the programme of activities will be available on the
www.oundle.gov.uk website; we do appreciate that not everyone has access
to a computer, so we’ll be trying to exploit other means of communication too.

Call for Sites
The Neighbourhood Plan will identify the land within the parish of Oundle that
is most suitable to meet the need for residential and other development during
the period from now until 2031.
Any landowners interested in developing any of their land during the plan
period to contact the Head of the Planning Committee
Councillor David Chapple at the Courthouse, Mill Road, Oundle.
The call for sites will be open until 5pm on the 31st day of March 2014.
Further details on Oundle Town Council website www.oundle.gov.uk
This is essential to demonstrate that we’re covering all possibilities so far as
potential development is concerned. Our Plan won’t pass scrutiny if we don’t
go through the correct procedure. Rest assured, it is not an open invitation for
wholesale development!

Planning Appeal

Introducing the Outside team
My duties, together with my colleague John, are to
carry out overall maintenance of all the Council’s
properties and amenities throughout the town.
Cutting, strimming and general pruning, tidying up of
trees and bushes are the mainstay of my work during
the spring/summer periods, taking into account the
nesting periods for the birds. Litter picking is done
first thing every day to our public areas and repairs
to any other items are done, as and when requested.

Tim Lee
Maintenance
Operative
Being a local guy, I know and get on with most people
in the town, and always have a welcoming smile to offer them and am pleased
to hear their comments.
Deborah Saxby: Outside Amenities Warden
I lived in Australia during my school years and still
have a slight accent despite being back in the UK for
almost 40 years now! I moved to East Northants in
the late 1980's and Oundle has been home for the
past 8 years.
Most of my career was as a Travel Agent (20+ years)
so I enjoy meeting people from all over the World
who come to use the Short Stay Free Car Park I now
monitor for Oundle Town Council beside the Co-Op
store. I offer to return shopping trolleys on our busy
days to enable a quicker get-away and reduce the queue of waiting drivers looking
for a space. Despite 5 easy to use litter bins on-site I do need to do a weekly litter
pick. I much prefer to be outside on sunny days but I hope my PINK Wellies cheer
everyone up on the dull, wet days.

Oundle Town Council has written to the Planning Inspectorate to expand upon
and reinforce its original objections.
“Oundle Town Council’s Neighbourhood Plan Working Party has a draft site
assessment in place. Professional consultants have been engaged to help the
Working Party develop a robust site assessment matrix. This will enable the
Working Party to objectively test the options available and bring forward for public
consultation the preferred sites for development.”
				
Roger Sturman and Cllr. David Chapple

I have been working as part of the Oundle Town
John Woollard
Council Team for the past three and half years. My Maintenance Operative
main role is to maintain all of the Council owned open
spaces around the town e.g. St. Peter’s Churchyard,
The Recreation Ground, Cemetery, St. Christopher’s
Drive and part of Rockingham Hills. Utilizing my
engineering background I also service and repair the
mowers, strimmers, tractor and all other equipment
for the Council. Other duties also include a variety
of repairs to the inside and outside of all the Council
owned buildings. I enjoy my work very much and work
hard to maintain a high standard at all times.
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Persimmon Homes has appealed against the refusal of outline planning permission
for up to 95 houses at land between St. Christopher’s Drive and A605 Oundle
bypass by East Northamptonshire Council 13/01245/OUT

Estates Update
We continue to maintain and develop the estate on behalf of residents. At the time
of writing, we are about to complete our 3 year estate strategy whereby we only
retain property that has a designated function and is well maintained. The imminent
and sensitive sale of Cemetery Chapel is the final piece of legacy building which
will mean that we can put all our energies into developing and refurbishing Fletton
House. Capital receipts from the disposals already completed, Cemetery Lodge,
Drill Hall and Drill Hall House are available for use on the Fletton House project
and the council no longer has the costs associated with owning these buildings.
We are happy with the new layout and approach for the Thursday market and
will continue to develop and review it so that it thrives and goes from strength to
strength.							Cllr Paul King

Laura Trott was interviewed recently by Brendan
Gallagher before February’s World Track Championships
in Colombia.

Fletton
Update

After the World’s and a quick break, double Olympic
Champion Trott will be turning to road riding for a while
as she continues to learn her trade with the Wiggle
Honda team. At Wiggle her designated role is to work
as a domestique for former world champion and general
classification rider Giorgia Bronzini and team founder
and sprinter Rochelle Gilmore.

Plans for the refurbishment of Fletton House
are progressing well. Faithful and Gould
has been appointed to provide consultancy
services, and their feasibility study has
helped the working party make decisions
on the wish-list items to take forward and on
how space will be used. A public meeting
on 18 December 2013 provided a detailed
progress report up to December. A copy of
the presentation is available on Oundle Town Council’s website.
The next stage is to choose a contractor to finalise the design alongside our
consultants before progressing to planning permission and to the construction
stage in the summer. The contractor will be selected from one of the framework
contracts tendered by SCAPE and the East Midlands Property Alliance on behalf
of public bodies in the region. Although certain items are pre-set by the framework
contract eg preliminaries, overheads etc, around 80 per cent of the work will
be competitively tendered in the open market. Local contractors will have the
opportunity to bid for these work packages.
Please contact the Fletton House Working Party via the Oundle Town Council
office if you are interested in using space in Fletton House for a community project
or if you are interested in renting office space in the Courthouse.
							 Cllr Ann Fitzgerald
ENC Oundle Customer Services will be moving from
Oundle International Festival Office to
Oundle Library in Glapthorn Road.
Last working day in the OIF office Thursday 17th April – closing at 1pm
Opening in the new location at the Library Thursday 24th April 10am
Opening hours – 10am – 1pm Monday to Saturday.

"The Women's Tour has to be my main aim this summer along with the
Commonwealth Games. It's such a great idea and I can't believe the organisers
have managed to turn it around so quickly and get it started in 2014. When we first
heard the talk about it last autumn I think everybody thought 'what a great idea
but surely that won't happen until 2015 at the earliest' so it has been a fantastic
effort by the organisers to step up and make sure it happens in 2014
"It makes so much sense to me. Given how well Britain's women cyclists have
done on the road in recent years why wouldn't you have a prestigious home
race. Olympic Gold in 2008 with Nicole Cooke and Olympic Silver four years
later with Lizzie Armitstead, not many sports can top that. London 2012 showed
how much enthusiasm there is for the sport if you can just get something laid on
and organised. If half the people who turned up at my parents place after I won
those Golds in London to help us celebrate, well that would be a pretty decent
sized crowd on its own.
"People are just looking for an excuse to go out there and support our cyclists;
Britain is still falling in love with the sport. The Women's Tour could well blow
people away in my opinion. There are some good races on the continent but it's
just too difficult and expensive to go and support British riders but now everything
will be on our doorstep for five days. It's easy viewing and a nice day out.”
Thanks to www.thetour.co.uk for permission to use these quotes.

Countdown to Race Day
Sunday 4th May
Women’s Wellness Day

Queen Victoria Hall 		

10am-4pm

Monday 5th May
Pick ‘n’ Mix Day - Sports and Activities for All
Queen Victoria Hall, Market Place & Recreation Ground		

10am-4pm

Road Closure Market Place midnight to 6pm

Tuesday 6th May
Oundle Party Day						4pm-10pm
Zone 1: Party Music Dance Entertainment
Zone 2: Food and Education			
Zone 3: Wellness and Health			
Zone 4: Bike World				
Zone 5: Down in the Nene Valley			

Market Place
West Street
North Street
New Street
St. Osyth’s Lane

Wednesday 7th May
Race Day			Market Place
Pre- Race build up from 9am
Race start 11am
At the beginning the procession will go along
West Street, turn right at Milton Rd then back to War Memorial.
No refuse collection. Please do not put bins out.
Collection will take place on Saturday 10th May from 7am
Information regarding pre-race events and activities
at Markets on the following dates
Thursday 27th March & 24th April Saturday 12th April

Main road closures during build

Road Closure 9.30 am Tuesday to Wednesday 3pm
See map.
Alternative plans must be made for access.
Permission for any essential access must be sought in writing before
22nd April from Oundle Town Council. Contact details back page.

THIS IS THE BIGGEST EVENT TO COME TO OUNDLE...

DON’T MISS OUT, GET INVOLVED!
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You can find out about
many local opportunities
by visiting
Gorilla events
Sunday Road Rides
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Sunday mornings
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7.45am for 8 am

6
2

5
4
3

1. Parking Camping Toilets

2 Parking & Events

4. Bike parking, Food, Events 5 Tour Vehicles

3 Parking & Toilets
6 Bike parking & Toilets

Oundle Town Council’s vision for Oundle is
“that it remains a beautiful thriving market town renowned for being a fantastic
place to live, work and a joy to visit”.
The eye’s of the world will be on us through this tour. We need:

Most Sundays will see a Gorilla Firm ride group setting out from Oundle Wharf.
There are usually two or three routes between 30 and 70 miles.
Social/Novice route approx. 45 miles with a cutback at 25 miles.
Pace is as the slowest rider.
Medium route approx. 40 miles with an average pace between 15-18mph
Long route approx. 70 miles with an average pace of 18mph.
A womens ride group regularly leaves the shop at 9.00am on Sunday mornings
and routes are emailed weekly. So if you’d like to join, or to be added to the
regular rides mailing list please email thegorillas@thegorillafirm.com or call
Gorilla Firm Cycling on 273783. www.gorillafirmcycling.com

Oundle Ladies Running Club
Meet at Oundle School Pool car park Mondays at 6.45pm
Beginners welcome, drop out when you’ve had enough!
Running up to 10K. Mixed ability.
Contact: Jane Walker, Coach (272898)

Tour Makers
Stewards ‘Workers’ Town Ambassadors

Email: jane@janewalkercakes.co.uk

Hospitality
Welcome a guest? Park on my drive!
		

Town Spring Clean

		Gardens

Flowers		Painting/Decorating

Your Ideas!
Let us know how can you help make the vision a reality.
email us at admin@oundle.gov.uk

• Bikes at the Library
– a weekend event featuring second
hand bike sales, bike repairs, demos
from local suppliers etc in April 2014.
• National Bike Week
– a host of local cycling events in June
2014.
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Festival Fortnight

Thursday 13th March
7.30pm
St Peter’s Church £7 (£5)

Saturday 5 July 2014 - Sunday 20 July 2014
Saturday 15th March

Joanna Trollope will be
talking about her career and
new book, Balancing Act,
published this February.

Mo O’Hara Event 2.30-3.30pm
Great Hall, Oundle School £4
Find out what you need to be an
evil scientist, what to do if you pet
gets zombified and how Mo and
her brother once brought back their
goldfish from the brink of death.
7.30pm St Peter’s Church £7 (£5)
Felicity Aston: Alone in Antarctica
Only three people in the world have
crossed Antarctica alone. The first two
were both Norwegian men. Felicity
Aston is the first and only woman.

For further details please visit www.oundlelitfest.org.uk

Oundle Festival of Music & Drama 2014

2014 marks the 30th International Festival so we are determined to make it a year
to remember!
The Oundle Food Festival’s Streetmarket gets the festivities off to a flying start
with The Fringe bringing the Market Place alive. The party atmosphere continues
throughout the fortnight – you can Boogie at the Wharf with your friends and show
off your moves at a hosted screening of a Sing-a-Long- Dirty Dancing. Illyria will
dose spoonfuls of George's Marvellous Medicine, while those preferring their theatre
with more traditional picnic food can enjoy the Lord Chamberlain's Men in Romeo &
Juliet. Old friends will return and new ones make their first appearance.
The Fringe will be providing a wonderful and exciting programme of music, comedy
and dancing for all tastes including the highly acclaimed Australian Comedian
Jonathon De Hadleigh. Further details on our websites:

www.oundlefestival.org.uk

Saturday March 29 - Wednesday April 2

nd

Competitive Festival for amateur performers of all ages

www.ofmd.org.uk

Saturday
10.00 - 4.30
School Chapel
			
7.30 - 9.30
School Chapel
Monday
9.30 - 9.00
Great Hall
			
9.15 - 9.00
Cecil Lewis Room
					
			
9.15 - 7.30
Queen Victoria Hall
Tuesday
9.15- 4.30
Great Hall
			
6.00 - 9.00
Cecil Lewis Room
			
9.15 - 4.30
Queen Victoria Hall
		Wednesday
9.15 - 3.30
Queen Victoria Hall
			
6.00 - 9.00
Queen Victoria Hall

Adult Choirs
Male Voice Choir Concert
14 School Choirs, Strings
Recorders, Woodwind, 		
Strings, Junior Vocals
Junior Drama
Bands Ensembles Piano
Adult Vocals
Junior Speech
Junior Speech
Adult Drama

Public welcome at each session - £1, children free

Programmes from Oundle Bookshop and Oundle Box Office

Celebrate Shakespeare’s 450th birthday - Wed April 23rd
Gala Concert, St Peter’s Church 7.00pm - £6, child £2
Tickets for these events from Oundle Box Office, 4 New St.
open 10.00am – 1.00pm Mon to Fri
Tel:274734 or buy online: www.oundlefestival.org.uk
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www.oundlefringe.org

Our 2014 Exhibition

Affiliated to the British and International Federation of Festivals

th

www.oundlefoodfestival.co.uk

Enter to view

Cabinets
of

The Great War of 1914-1918
Local memorabilia and items of
interest.
Upper ßoor opposite the prisoner!

Curiosities

?

& More

Guess
who’s in
the
Building!!

Open from
March 1st - November 30th
Saturdays
11am to 5pm,
Sundays & PublicHolidays
2pm to 5pm.

rner

’s Co

Explore People’s collections Children er week
p
and Interesting objects some en 4 daysAugust
Op
ing
r
u
familiar and some unknown. d
Open: From March 1st to November 30th,
Find Us at;
Find
us at
Saturdays 11am to 5pm,
The Courthouse
Sundays
Public
Holidays
2pm to 5pm.
The
Courthouse,
Mill
Road
Mill Road,
Also from the 31st July till 29th August on
Oundle,
Thursdays and
Fridays from 11-4pm and
ADMISSION
FREE
PE8 4BW
the Women’s Cycle Tour Week.
www.oundlemuseum.org
DONATIONS
WELCOME
FREE ADMISSION. - Donations welcome.
Charity No: 1045378
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Also from
31st July - 29th August
Thursdays & Fridays
11-4pm
and during
Women’s Cycle Tour week
www.oundlemuseum.org
CharityNo:1045378

Does your eyesight cause you problems?
On Saturday March 29th, between 8.30 - 9.30pm, millions of people in 153
countries and over 7000 communities will be switching off their lights and
electricity to show their commitment to preserving the environment.

This year Oundle is joining in.
Transition Oundle is encouraging you to take part in Earth
Pledge your support through www.earthhour.org

Hour.

Transition
undle

Think global, act local and switch off for an hour. www.transitionoundle.org.uk

Protecting our Community

Why not visit Northamptonshire
Association for the Blind’s
Mobile Sight Centre when it
comes to Oundle?
Our specially adapted vehicle delivers a
free Sight Loss Information Service.
Our friendly Information Officer, Fred Cannon, is able to offer specialist
advice, support and information on a wide range of topics relating to sight
loss. On board is also a display of everyday living aids and equipment
designed to make life a little easier for people experiencing sight loss.
St. Osyth’s Lane Car Park

April 3rd and May 1st
For further information or support call our
Helpline: 01604 719193
or visit www.nab.org.uk

Whilst Oundle is a safe place to live and work there is always more
we can do to make it even safer.
Burglary of homes is down by 50% and all crime is down by over
7%, when comparing against the same period last year. However,
we have seen an increase in burglaries to non-dwellings such as
sheds, garages and outbuildings in the hours of darkness.
Burglaries are usually carried out by opportunists who identify some vulnerability
in a property and take advantage. At least one in four burglaries and sometimes as
many as half happen because doors or windows are left open or unlocked. Therefore
it is really important that we always lock our property even when we are just nipping
across the road or to the bottom of the garden.
Try to look at your home and outbuildings from a burglar’s perspective and assess
the precautions you need to take. The home security self assessment found on the
crime prevention pages of the Northants police website www.northants.police.uk
is a good way of reviewing your security.
A key tool in the fight against all crime is the Neighbourhood Watch programme.
Recently a scheme member reported a suspicious vehicle. The car was located
quickly and stolen property was found from a burglary in Leicestershire. Two
occupants were arrested, charged and are currently in custody. This prevented
offences here and detected crimes from over the County border.
Sgt. Andy Hunt
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10.00am – 1.00pm

Thank You
Barbara

Barbara Buckle is retiring at the end of
this school term. Oundle Town Council
wants to thank Barbara for all her hard
work in the last five years.
Barbara wrote recently
“ I would like to take this opportunity
to thank Oundle Town Council for the
support they have shown over the last
three years in providing the funding for a
much needed and appreciated service. I
am sure that members of the public, who
ultimately have provided the financial
support, will appreciate the commitment
that OTC have shown to safeguarding
the well being of the town’s children.”
We also extend thanks to Waterland
for their contribution over the past year.

MP’s Surgeries
Andy Sawford MP will be at Number 1, St Osyth’s Lane on
April 25th and June 27th from11.30-12.30
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You are most welcome to attend all Council & Committee meetings.
Meetings are held at the Courthouse starting at 7.30pm.
Agendas are displayed on the Courthouse noticeboard and posted on
www.oundle.gov.uk by 6pm on the Friday before the meeting.
A public participation spot is provided towards the beginning of each
meeting for contributions relating to the agenda.
You do not have to give advance notice to speak at Council Meetings on:

Thursday Mar 20th Apr 17th

n

Tuesday

g

See oundle.gov.uk for all meeting dates

s

C
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n
t
a
c
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May 13th May 20th June 17th

Annual Town Meeting
Thursday 24th April at QVH

X

If more than two people have been nominated for election to Oundle
Town Council a bye election will take place on Thursday 27th March.
We should know by March 6th if the vacancies are uncontested.
Check out www.oundle.gov.uk for latest information.
Further details on the third vacancy will follow.

David CHAPPLE 273877
Val CHESSER
272217
Chris ELLIOT
275333
Ann FITZGERALD 270849
Neil FRASER
274239
Paul KING
07970 946555

Sue OAKES
Neville OAKES
Gwen RADCLIFFE
Philip ROSE
Terry STAGG

275818
275818
273191
272520
273774

Easter Closure
The Office will close on Thursday April 17th at 2pm
and re-open on Wednesday April 23rd 2014 at 9am.
Oundle Town Council,
The Courthouse
Mill Road,
Oundle
PE8 4BW

admin@oundle.gov.uk
www.oundle.gov.uk
Tel:- 01832 272 055
Fax:- 01832 272 122
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