Oundle Oracle
March 2018

Mayor’s Report
The Christmas Market was larger and busier
than ever. My sincere thanks to all our
Council staff and volunteers who made the
day such a huge success. I spoke to every
market trader and they all want to return
for future Oundle events. The Marketing
Group are hoping to organise themed
markets in the Queen Victoria Hall from
May so please check our notice boards for
details. Also please read the report by our
staff on page 7.
As Mayor I had the honour to place the Town wreath on the War Memorial on
Armistice Sunday although the gusty wind almost ruined the event. As a British
Legion member I was proud to march in the parade behind the Legion Standard
– I was the one near the front who was out of step and out of time! I marched
to represent those members who were busy manning the road closures along
with our volunteers and for the two thirds of Legion members who were forced
to watch due to advancing years and infirmity. Please see my report on page 13
if you would like to support the Royal British Legion. Also a huge thank you to
the many volunteers who helped to make the event run smoothly.
I visited our Joan Strong Centre recently, the home of our Scouts, Guides, Cubs,
Beavers, Rainbows, Explorers, etc. Sheila Pick and her team made me extremely
welcome. To describe the above groups as active is an understatement. I was
exhausted just watching! They are having a Family Day on 17th March to raise
funds and need your support. They are also forming a new Explorer Section for
14 to 18 year olds and need helpers and recruits. For more details see page 12.
Roy Sparkes.
Mayor, Oundle Town Council.
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Estates Report
Another busy year for estates. As well as ensuring that Council properties are in
good repair, the Council is striving to make the best and most efficient use of its
infrastructure for the benefit of the Oundle community.
I am pleased to report that all rooms at the Courthouse are currently let. The
Town now owns a valuable and appreciating asset whose income exceeds running
and purchase costs.
Marketing of Queen Victoria Hall and rooms for hire at Fletton House gathers
pace. Brochures have been produced for both venues. The aim is to generate
sufficient income from corporate users so that local clubs and charities can use
the facilities at very affordable prices. We also see QVH as particularly suitable for
specialist markets to run alongside our Thursday and Farmers markets. Our team
has lots of ideas to market both buildings, but any other ideas will be gratefully
received!
The planned extension to Fletton House proceeds smoothly. Within the year it
will provide a much-needed changing room for the Dance Studio and a more
versatile kitchen for the Hub café so that we can make a much more attractive
offer for hiring out rooms. We are waiting to hear that our plans meet Building
Regulations.
Work also proceeds with the development of a new workshop on unused land by
the Rugby Club. It will provide better facilities for our staff and the Town will gain
an appreciating asset. The next step is to appoint an architect to draw up plans to
get the necessary permissions.
We have been advised by ENC that substantial funds have been allocated for
repair of Snipe Meadow Boardwalk. Following temporary repairs last year, we will
go to tender for a good quality long term solution. We aim to make the boardwalk
wheelchair friendly by increasing the width to allow wheelchairs to pass. We will
also look into extending the Boardwalk to improve access to the river for disabled
anglers.
Space in the cemetery is very limited. As part of the Neighbourhood Plan, an area
of around 0.45ha is being negotiated to extend the cemetery. This is estimated to
provide sufficient space for more than 80 years. In the meantime, the Council is
unable to take any more advance bookings for grave sites.
Councillor Malcolm Glen
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Neighbourhood Plan
WHAT IS IT?
A Neighbourhood Plan is a survey of Land Usage within a community. It
defines the mix of housing, open green spaces, trade and commerce, leisure
and recreation facilities and the network for roadways, cycle ways and
footpaths.
WHY DO WE NEED ONE?
The plan provides guidelines to planning authorities about the residents'
wishes on future expansion for housing development and other things.
Without an approved plan in place, development could increase without any
constraints.
WHAT IS IN THE OUNDLE PLAN?
The Oundle Plan is one of the more detailed plans because it attempts to meet
the residents' requirements as expressed in a public survey in 2015.
Control of Housing Development. Defining the sites, number of properties per
site and the mix of housing sizes and styles.
Retention of green spaces.
Our requirement for space for sporting and leisure activities. Development of
infrastructure for Highways, Cycle ways, Footpaths, Parking, Traffic Control etc.
Retention of Retail and Commercial Businesses. And much more.
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WHAT DO I DO NEXT?
The Plan must be presented to the residents. A number of events are
planned to enable everyone to see the Plan :- Plan presentation event at
the Queen Victoria Hall.
Neighbourhood Plan Surgeries at Fletton House.
Market Stalls at the Thursday weekly Market and the Saturday Farmers
Market to display the plan details.

WHEN DO I GET MY SAY?
There will be a REFERENDUM towards the end of 2018 at which you will
decide whether to approve the Plan. If a majority vote is received in favour
of the Plan then it will be used to define whether future planning
applications should be approved. IT IS YOUR PLAN - YOUR CHANCE TO
DETERMINE OUNDLE'S FUTURE.

Proposed Housing Sites and Numbers of Houses
Site
No.

Site Name

Dwelling
Allocation

1

Land East of St Christopher’s Drive

45

3

Land South of Herne Road

45

11

Millers Field, Benefield Road

12

12

Land Adjacent to Cemetery, Stoke Doyle

50

14

Land South of Wakerley Close

10

15N

Land North of Benefield Road

120

23

Land East of Cotterstock Road

30
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Local Green Space
The areas below are designated as Local Green Space where
development will not be permitted other than in very special circumstances
which would need to be agreed by the Planning Authority and the Town
Council.
Land surrounding St Peters Church
Oundle School Sports Facilities and Playing Pitches
Oundle Town Football Pitch
Land Surrounding Oundle School Chapel and garden adjacent to Great Hall
Oundle School Playing Area and Water Meadow
Fletton Fields Recreation Ground
Oundle Town Cricket Club
Oundle Town Rugby Football Club pitches, Bowls Club and Tennis Club
Snipe Meadow
Oundle Pocket Skate Park and Recreation Area

We are securing some greenspace from the housing sites we are proposing:
More Cemetery land, a festival site, allotments, recreation and Footpath
links and a cricket pitch.
All sites will provide elements of local recreational greenspace within or near
to each development.
When we enter into Regulation 14 the plan will be available on Oundle Town
Council website for download. Hard copies will be available in the Oundle
Town Council office at Fletton House and will be available in the library.
For more information:
Visit our website www.oundle.gov.uk or contact the office on
admin@oundle.gov.uk or 01832 272055
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Oundle Christmas Market
On Saturday the 2nd December 2017 we held our annual Christmas Market and
what a success it was. Bigger and better than in previous years we had over 85
stalls, in the Market Place, all the way up West Street and in to the Queen
Victoria Hall. Several new traders made their first appearance at the event and
gave great feedback about the market, the town and its welcoming residents!
All sorts of great things were happening all over the town: At the Queen Victoria
Hall we had: 16 stalls selling an array of products, The Hub providing much
needed freshly made soups and cakes, along with the usual liquid refreshments
and Santa and his elf assistant were tucked upstairs in his grotto, ready to
welcome and give out presents to the good little children of Oundle.
Thank you to The Herbie Lamb Quartet, Yarwell & Nassington Britannia Brass
Band, the Gilbert & Sullivan performers and a new performer, Georgia
Evans who entertained the shoppers.
The day was topped off with the Christmas light count down and switch on by
our Mayor, Roy Sparkes. Roy was assisted with the countdown and switch on by
the lovely Jacqui Barker from the Harvey Lamb Quartet who entertained us again
with her fabulous voice.

Our next Christmas Market on Saturday 1st December 2018.
We hope you enjoyed the event and will be with us again this year!
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The 2018 Oundle Food Festival, an annual feature in food lovers’ diaries,
promises to be bigger and better than ever. The highlight of the Festival is the
very popular street market on Saturday 23rd June when over 75 of the region's
finest independent food, drink and kitchenware producers fill the town's
Market Place and New Street, offering a chance to meet people who grow,
raise, bake, brew, distil and make the range of treats on sale.
With music and dance from the Oundle Fringe Festival and family entertainment from Balls Up Juggling Club and Nene Valley Festival, this is a great family
day out. Visitors will be encouraged to park on the field next to the Tap and
Kitchen restaurant from where people can take a minibus service (provided by
Oundle School) to the town centre.
The 2018 Festival is again sponsored by the Hambleton Bakery and AGA Oundle
who both have shops at Oundle Wharf. There will be events, offers and menus
which celebrate the region’s food and drink offerings running throughout the
weeks preceding the street market, full details of which are available on
www.oundlefoodfestival.co.uk and social media.
GET INVOLVED: The Food Festival market is a great ‘Oundle’ day. The
organisers would appreciate the help of people who are happy to welcome
visitors to our town and ensure they have an enjoyable time here. Please
contact them using the details below if you’d like to volunteer a couple of hours
to help out.
For further information:
Oundle Food Festival
c/o Oundle Music Trust,
4 New Street, Oundle,
Peterborough. PE8 4EA
Web: www.oundlefoodfestival.co.uk
Tel: 01832 274919
FB: @OundleFoodFestival

Twitter: @oundlefood
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Authentic French Market
Saturday the 21st of April will see the second visit to Oundle of our popular
authentic French Market. The market’s first visit was last year and was a huge
success. The market is managed by Muriel Charles from a company called
France At Home.
It will follow the successful format of last year and will be located in New Street
from the War Memorial up to Milton Road. There will be an array of French
cuisine and delicacies for the discerning palate and other stalls selling everything from Tartiflette to Tablecloths.

Products and Stalls
Fresh Bread, French tads,
Croissants
Cheeses
Charcuterie—Tartiflette Paella
Garlic Surimi Prawns &
Garlic Potatoes
Dry Sausages
Paris Handbags, Purses and Mens
belts
Crepes, Biscuits, Meringues
Olives, Spices, Dried Fruits
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Nathen Amin
The House of Beaufort: The Bastard Line that
Captured the Crown
Friday 2nd March at 7.45pm
The Oundle Suite, Fletton House, Fletton Way,
Oundle PE8 4JA
The Wars of the Roses were a tumultuous
period in English history, with family fighting
family over the greatest prize in the kingdom the throne of England. Many families were
involved but none symbolised the volatile
nature of the period quite like the House of
Beaufort.
The hopes and fortunes of the family gradually came to rest upon the
shoulders of a teenage widow named Margaret Beaufort and her young son
Henry. From Margaret would rise the House of Tudor, the most famous of all
England's royal houses.

Nathen is also the founder of the Henry Tudor Society and has featured
discussing the Tudors on BBC radio and television, as well as in print and
online media across the UK.
https://nathenamin.com/house-of-beaufort/
Tickets £8 (£6), £1 off early bird tickets bought before 23rd February

Tickets available from the Oundle Box Office, 4 New Street, Oundle.

Open hours: 10.00am – 4.00pm Mon to Fri: Tel 01832 274734, online
at www.oundlefestival.org.uk
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Ed Clarke: Rowan Oakwing Suitable for ages 7 – 11 years old
Saturday 10th March, 2.30 – 3.30pm, The Great Hall, Oundle
School.
Being a fairy is a lot more dangerous than you think . . . There's
a strange magic to London's parks. When the sun sets and the
gates are closed, tiny winged creatures come to life. The only
way to meet them is to become one. And if you become one,
there's no way back.

Seven years ago, Rowan's mother left their London home and
never returned. Now Rowan is struggling to keep the family together. On the
anniversary of her mum's disappearance, Rowan sits beneath the tree where
she last saw her Mum and cries herself to sleep. But when she wakes, Rowan
isn't the same at all, she is ten centimetres tall, with tiny oak-leaf wings. She's
about to go on an adventure in the hidden world of fairies and foxes. But
Rowan's quest will be perilous, with fearsome enemies at her heels. If she
wants to get home, she'll need to find the courage she never knew she had, and
discover powers she'd never even imagined.
Tickets £6, £1 off early bird tickets bought before 3rd March
Friday 20th April at 7.45pm, St Peter’s Church, Oundle
B. A. Paris is the internationally bestselling author of Behind
Closed Doors (2016), her debut novel, a psychological thriller
about a seemingly perfect couple which resonated with
readers around the world, selling half a million copies in just
three months.

This was followed by her second book, The Breakdown
(2017) and now Bernadette returns with a breath-taking
thriller, Bring Me Back, published in March 2018.
The Disappearance: Twelve years ago Finn’s girlfriend disappeared.
The Suspicion: He told the police the truth about that night. Just not quite the
whole truth.
The Fear: Now Finn has moved on. But his past won’t stay buried…
Having sold over one million copies in the UK alone, B. A. Paris is a New York
Times bestseller as well as a number one bestseller on Amazon and iBooks. Her
books have sold in 37 territories around the world.
Tickets £8 (£6), £1 off early bird tickets bought before 13th April
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2nd Oundle Scouts and Guides

Family Fun Day

Oundle Scouts and Guides are holding a Family Fun Day on
Saturday 17th March from 10 AM until 2PM
At the Joan Strong Centre, East Road, Oundle

FREE ENTRY

Come along and enjoy games,
crafts, tombola, raffle and many more stalls.
Refreshments and a barbecue available.
2nd Oundle Explorer Unit
Are you aged between 14—18 years?
The Oundle Scout Group have recently started an Explorer Section for
young people. It is open to anyone with or without any Scouting or
Guiding previous experience.
Explorers actively help plan, organise and run their own programme.
There may be opportunities to organise camps, expeditions, trips, and take
part in adventurous activities such as mountaineering and sailing. There is
also an opportunity to take part in the Young Leaders’ Scheme and work
towards elements of the Duke of Edinburgh scheme.
Explorers meet on Monday Evening 7pm—9pm
at the
Joan Strong Centre, Oundle
If you are interested email Tracey: oundleexplorers@gmail.com
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The Royal British Legion.
This year is the 100th anniversary of the end of WW1 and 2019 is the 80 th
anniversary of the start of WW2. As the years pass, more and more veterans
will struggle to march in memory of their fallen comrades on armistice day.
There are two ways that Oundle residents can assist them. Firstly, the British
Legion needs volunteers willing to push our veterans in wheelchairs so they can
join in the parade. Secondly, the Legion badly needs new members to keep the
Oundle branch active. You don’t need to have served in the armed forces to
become a member and membership costs only £27 this year which is used to
maintain future armistice parades and to provide a wide range of services to
help and support members who need assistance.
If you want to help or need more information then contact the Branch
Chairman, Les Starks at the Oundle Tailor’s Shop (01832-270073).

Roy Sparkes.

Oundle Town Council Meetings
March
Tue 6th
Tue 6th
Tue 13th
Tue 20th

Neighbourhood Plan Meeting
Planning Committee
Personnel Committee
Full Council

April
Tue 3rd
Tue 3rd
Tue 10th
Tue 17th
Tue 26th

Neighbourhood Plan Meeting
Planning Committee Meeting
Finance & General Purposes Committee
Full Council
Annual Town Meeting
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Oundle Clubs and Societies Directory
Club Name

Contact Name

Phone

Oundle Choral Society

Mr John Davies

01832 733243

Gilbert & Sullivan

Mr Paul Weetman

01832 273830

PHAB Club

Mrs M. Sewter

01832 272740

Oundle Museum

Mr John Hadman

01832 272735

Oundle Town Football Club

Mrs Lisa WardHolmes

01832 270976

O.A.T.S

07921 957065

Oundle Festival of Music &
Drama
Oundle Festival of Literature

Mrs G. Radcliffe

01832 273191

Helen

07743988181

Oundle Badminton Club

Mr Robin Neighbour

01832 273312

Oundle Cricket Club

Mrs Jane Foster

jf@oundletowncc.com

Oundle Golf Club

The Secretary

01832 273267

Oundle Squash Club

Mr Matt Pendrill

07921139809

Oundle Bowls Club

Mr David Walker

01832 272250

Oundle Tennis Club

Mr Stephen Lewins

Oundle Stollers

Mr Brian Collis

01832 275396 or
07544105839
07899 938487

Oundle Rugby Club

Mr David Dales

01832 273101

Oundle Hockey Club

Nikkita Welman

oundleladieshockey@ho
tmail.com

Oundle Ballet

Mrs Lisa Hunter

01832 273323

Zumba

Mrs Danieilla Calitiri

07973273494

Oundle Wildlife Trust Group

Mr Keith Alvey

01832 272666

Middle Nene Archaeological
Group (MIDNAG)
Oundle Art Classes

Mrs O Main

01733 241206

Mrs Sarah Pendred

01832 733531
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Club Name

Contact Name

Phone

Evergreen Club

Mrs Ruth Keens

01832 273826

Volunteer Action

Mrs Carol Underwood

01832 275433

U3A

Mr Brian Pearson

01832 272790

Oundle Historical
Society
Oundle Ladies Running
Group
Oundle British Legion

Mrs Cawthorne

01832 270372

Mrs Jane Walker

01832 272898

Mr Les Starks

01832 270073

Oundle Bridge Club

David Wilkinson

01832 272623

U3A Bridge Club

Mr Alan Tresadern

01832 275281

Oundle Darts League

Mr Roy Sparkes

07904 463707

Oundle Rowing Club

Mr Simon Murray

07903 26410

Oundle Young Farmers

Mr James Davies

01604 670562

Oundle Youth Cafe

Katie

01780 470125

Rusty Players
Triathlon Club

Mr Phillip Amps

Oundle Slimming World

Nikki Burton

07725 617085

The Rotary Club of Oundle

Jane Grant

07712 933574

If we have missed anyone apologies and please do not hesitate to
contact us to be added to the next edition!
Oundle Town Council Contact Details
Fletton House, Fletton Way, Oundle, PE8 4JA
Telephone number: 01832 272055
Email: Admin@oundle.gov.uk
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County Council Update
Despite regular announcements by the media the amount of progress and new
information is very limited.
During February the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government
ordered a halt to future spending and sent in a team to investigate the reasons
for the financial problems. Before this investigation is complete all the MP’s for
Northamptonshire have collectively released a statement blaming the top level
or Cabinet Councillors at the County Council for the problems and demanding
their resignations. At the same time they have expressed support for the
backbench Councillors and staff at the County Council. It remains to be seen
how this will play out and what conclusions the investigators will reach about
the causes of the problems.
At the time of going to press we have been informed through the NCC website
that they have produced their budget and declared their precept. They stress
that they have been unable to balance their budget and therefore all budget
figures are subject to constant review.
NCC stated that all Libraries will be unaffected during the 2018-19 year as will
services like highways and subsidies on bus services. They do expect that there
will be cuts to all these services during the 2019-20 financial year instead, after
a longer period evaluation.
Because the County Council’s budget was not balanced and subject to constant
review Oundle Town Council are remaining positive but at the same time
making contingency plans for the worst.
The decision on Libraries is due to be taken by the Cabinet on 13 th February and
then by the Full County Council on 22nd February. Assuming this is not delayed
by the investigators we may know more thereafter. Unfortunately this Oracle
goes for Full Council approval on 20th February so we may not know that
decision before we go to print.
Councillor Roy Sparkes
Produced by Oundle Town Council

Printed by Inkwell Printing
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