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September 2015

Mayor's Report
Well it’s been quite a summer here in Oundle!! Starting
with the Aviva Women’s Tour and ending with the
opening of a newly refurbished Fletton House. I really
hope you enjoy using your new community hub
building. We are really proud of what has been
achieved and what the results are. My gratitude to
Councillor Fitzgerald for all of her hard work as she led
the refurbishment work on behalf of the council.
July 1st dawned with a beautiful clear blue sky which
heralded a very hot day and a buzz went round the
town as the market place was decked in wool and yarn
creating a wonderful display and talking point.
Everyone who saw it simply smiled and we had a lot of
visitors taking a lot of photos. Anyone with twitter can
see those photos at #oundlegreatyarn. My thanks go
to Paula Prince for organising the whole thing and to all
of our wonderful knitters who created the display.
Thank you!!
The Oundle Great Yarn shows what sort of community
Oundle is and volunteers are such an important part of
the town fabric. I am delighted to report that Oundle
Museum, run by volunteers, was awarded Best
Exhibition for our ‘Oundle 1851’ Exhibition at the
Northamptonshire Museum and Historic Houses
Forum’s Heritage Awards. The Awards celebrate the
County’s outstanding heritage through the work of
almost 50 museums, historic houses and other historic
organisations. The event was held at St. Peter’s
Church and I was fortunate enough to present the
award to John Hadman from the museum.
Another credit to another set of volunteers goes to the
Springfield Road Community Garden Group. A lot of
hard work has gone into revitalising the piece of land
which Oundle Town Council was delighted to support.
I was joined at the formal opening by Thomas,
councillors and some of the volunteers. The excellent
pictures were taken by Dan Beeden.
Our main priority, now the move to Fletton House has
taken place, will be to complete and publish the Oundle
Neighbourhood Plan.
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It was disappointing that we had to cancel, at the very last minute, the 16th July public event.
Our aim there was to publish ideas to date which would have included housing allocation up
to 2031. Unfortunately we realised that some important preliminary work needed further
validation before it was published to the town. We intend to repeat the event this autumn with
the date being publicised on our twitter feed @oundlecouncil, our website www.oundle.gov.uk
and notices throughout the town. My sincere apologies for those who turned out on the
evening. We will see you all again shortly.
Every now and again we have to deal with the odd problem. This occurred recently with some
serious graﬃti on the skateboard park. We had no option at the time but to report this criminal
damage to the Police who are (at the time of writing) dealing with it. It took a long time and
cost us money to put it right which disappoints us all. We really enjoy providing facilities to all
in Oundle and expect those facilities to be well used but well respected.
September brings the start of a new academic year and a new approach in Oundle to the
delivery of education. We wish all of our younger residents and school staﬀ and teachers the
very best for the start of term.
A date for your diary. On 12th of March 2016 at the Queen Victoria Hall I will be hosting a
Mayoral Charity Ball. Further information about tickets will be available in the next edition of
the Oracle. My chosen charity this year is Cancer Research UK.
I would also like to take this opportunity to formally welcome Councillors Davis, Grove and
Talbot to our fold. The work is hard but always rewarding.
Finally, it would be great to see as many of you as possible visiting Fletton House. From 21st
September, you will be able to relax in the hospitality area managed by Emma and Simon so
do join us.
Best wishes
Councillor Paul King
Follow	
  Oundle	
  Town	
  Council	
  on	
  twi0er	
  @oundlecouncil
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New Councillors
Councillor Paul Davis
I live in Oundle, along with my wife, Alex and we have three
boys, aged 6, 4 and 3. I am a stay at home Dad and have a
part time position as a sports coach with Oundle School.
I have experience working with Government and I am
organised and determined in anything I do. I will consider
the needs of others to ensure what is the best approach in a
given set of circumstances.
I can express a view or opinion in any arena. I relish the
opportunity to support the community and help others who
are less able to do so.

Cllr Paul Davis

Councillor Julie Grove
My husband and I live in Oundle with our 2 young daughters,
aged 7 and 3. I have worked in the Executive Search industry
for 12 years and in the last 2 years, I have ran my own
business.

Cllr Julie Grove

This year, I started the community group Oundle Recreation
and Green Spaces Group and it is this strong interest in
recreational provision and community engagement that I
hope to focus on as a Town Councillor.

Councillor Ian Talbot
I am an IT consultant specialising in IT financial management,
process analysis, and understanding of contractual
frameworks.
As a parent of two young children, I have a specific interest in
education, the provision and maintenance of recreational
facilities, and other areas that contribute to a child's
upbringing, such as enhancing safety in areas of traﬃc, street
lighting, and any other factors that may aﬀect a child's ability
to learn and grow in their home town.
I also want to encourage busy parents to make their views
heard by local government. My motivation in becoming a town
councillor is to help ensure that decisions taken at national,
county, or district level, are applied in the best interests of the
town at large.

Cllr Ian Talbot
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Town Councillors 2015 - 2016
COUNCILLOR

TITLE

COMMITTEES

WORKING PARTIES

David Chapple
01832 273877

Head of Planning

Planning
Operations

Neighbourhood Plan

Val Chesser
01832 272217

Estates
Operations

Paul Davis
07866 692723

Estates

Ann Fitzgerald
01832 270849

Head of Estates

Julie Grove
07984 423208

Communications

Estates
Operations
Estates

Communications

Paul King
07970 946555

Mayor & Head of
Operations

Planning
Operations

Neighbourhood Plan

Matthias Menck
07990 770891

Head of
Communications

Planning
Operations

Communications

Debbie Murphy
07703 543359

Planning

Communications

Neville Oakes
01832 275818

Planning
Operations

Sue Oakes
01832 275818

Planning

Paul Piercy-Hughes
07742 276451

Estates

Neighbourhood Plan

Roy Sparkes
07904 463707

Estates

Neighbourhood Plan

Terry Stagg
01832 273774
Ian Talbot
01832 274451

Deputy Mayor

Estates
Operations
Planning

Communications

All Oundle Town Councillors are Trustees of the Queen Victoria Hall Charity. The
constitutions of several Oundle organisations such as Oundle Museum Trust and CHAT
Youth Counselling Agency require Town Councillor Members. Councillors also volunteer to
attend many other groups to maintain links. Profiles of your Town Councillors can be found
at www.oundle.gov.uk.
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Fletton House update
Fletton House is now in the final days of completion and will open
on the 1st of September.

Permanent tenants are Oundle Community Preschool and the Police along with Volunteer
Action and Oundle Town Council. In addition the Registration Service will be using rooms for
wedding ceremonies.
The building will also be used by clubs, societies and associations who provide a benefit to
residents of Oundle and the surrounding district, as well as commercial and trade
organisations. The rooms available for hire are named after local villages, have flexible booking
times from as little as 1 hour, and have Superfast broadband.

Barnwell: a large meeting room for up to 20 people with
flexible table and seating arrangements;
Ashton: a well equipped teaching kitchen to run
cookery courses for small groups of all ages;
Cotterstock: ideal for 2/3 people as meeting room or
permanent oﬃce.
In all, there are 8 rooms for hire and for details of rates,
size, viewing and availability call Oundle Town Council
on 272055.

Simon and Emma

A feature of Fletton will be The Hub, opening on
September 21st, a hospitality area for visitors and
tenants which will also be available for hire outside
normal operating hours.
Two Hospitality Oﬃcers, Emma and Simon have been
recruited to run this facility but we still need
volunteers to assist. IS THIS YOU?? If so call
Oundle Town Council on 272055. No
experience necessary.
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Bookable Spaces at Fletton House
Ground Floor & First Floor
Benefield Room (11m2)

Available for meetings or groups set up with central table and 6 chairs and Superfast broadband.

The Studio (103m²)

A beautiful studio with mirrors, ballet barres, wooden floors and air conditioning. Suitable for dance, health,
fitness and wellbeing classes.

Ashton Room (21m²)

A well-equipped teaching kitchen available to hire to run cooking courses for small groups of all ages.

The Oundle Suite (65m²)

A well-appointed room suitable for ceremonies, large meetings and functions. Seats 60 people in an air
conditioned environment with Superfast broadband and screen for presentations etc.

Barnwell Room (21m²)

A large meeting room for up to 20 people equipped with tables and seating which can be arranged flexibly
according to requirements. Superfast broadband.

Cotterstock Room (7m²)

Available as an oﬃce to rent or for a 2/3 person meeting set up with desk, small meeting table and chairs
and Superfast broadband.

Glapthorn Room (103m²)

A multi- purpose bright and airy very large room suitable for Arts and Crafts, courses, clubs and functions.
Soft seating, cupboards, flexible tables/seating, sinks and a large 80” TV are just some of the facilities
available.

The Hub (100m2)

A beautifully presented hospitality area. This is only available for private hire outside the Hub operating
hours. Functions can be catered for on request.

Email admin@oundle.gov.uk or visit www.oundle.gov.uk/halls-for-hire for more
information, including details of our competitive pricing structure.
Oﬃces are also available to lease at an annual cost of £156.00m² - Ask for more details

Licensing Act 2003
Application for a Premises Licence (Section 17)
Notice is hereby given that Oundle Town Council has applied to East Northamptonshire
Council for the grant of a Premises Licence in respect of Fletton House, Fletton Way, Oundle,
PE8 4JA, and intends to carry on the following licensable activities: sale of alcohol, provision
of regulated entertainment, showing of films, playing of recorded music, performance of live
music and performance of dance.
The Licensing register may be inspected at the Licensing Authority, East Northamptonshire
Council, East Northamptonshire House, Cedar Drive, Thrapston, NN14 4LZ, between 8:45am
and 5:00pm Monday to Friday. Any representation by a Responsible Authority or Interested
Party must be made in writing to the above address by 10th September 2015.
It is an offence knowingly to make a false statement in connection with an application,
punishable on summary conviction by a maximum fine of £5,000.
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At the heart of our community

Opening at 8.00am
on
Monday 21 September 2015

A Welcoming and Relaxed Refreshment Area is the focal
point of this new and exciting community space.
Providing hospitality for meetings along with new and existing
groups and users, the hub is at the centre of these fantastic
new facilities.

Email hospitality@oundle.gov.uk to find out more about our
offering and our fantastic volunteering opportunities.
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Events Diary
September
Sun 6th
Sat 12th
Sat 19th
Sun 20th
Mon 21st

The Great Gorilla Ride (cycling)
Farmers Market
Italian Market
Oundle Wedding Show, Queen Victoria Hall
The Hub opens at Fletton House

October
2nd - 11th
Sat 10th
Sat 10th
Sun 11th

Oundle Art Week, local galleries
Farmers Market
Arts & Crafts Event, Queen Victoria Hall
World Conker Championships, Southwick

November
7th - 14th
Sat 14th
Sat 28th

November Sausage Festival
Farmers Market
Arts & Crafts Event, Queen Victoria Hall

December
Sat 5th
Sat 5th
Sat 12th
Mon 28th

Christmas Light Switch On & Festive Market
Charity Dinner and Concert at Queen Victoria Hall,
featuring Disarray and Gone to the Dogs
Farmers Market
Oundle Classic Car Sprint
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Oundle Wedding Show
Queen Victoria Hall hosts Oundle Town
Council's inaugural Oundle Wedding Show
Looking for a venue for
Oundle Town Council are proud to be hosting our
first Wedding Show. The day will provide an
opportunity to meet and chat to local wedding
specialists, and to view the historic and wonderful
setting of Queen Victoria Hall as a wedding venue.
Further information can be found at on Facebook –
Oundle Wedding Show.

your wedding, party or
event? The historic
Queen Victoria Hall is
available for hire. Please
contact Oundle Town
Council on 272055 for
details.

If you are interested in exhibiting at the Show,
please contact Oundle Town Council on 272055.
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Oundle Youth Cafe
It is with immense pleasure that I announce a fresh venture for Oundle
Town Council, who are funding the Oundle Underground Youth Cafe for
the young people of our town.

This facility will happen on Thursday evenings from 6.30pm to 8.30pm for pupils in
Year 7 to Year 10. We are hiring the Glapthorn Room at Fletton House for all
sessions. There is a meeting for families scheduled for Thursday September 3rd
where you can meet the team, check out the space and judge for yourselves what
an excellent venture this is. The regular sessions will begin a fortnight later on
Thursday 17th September.
Underground are a local registered charity oﬀering events and activities for children
aged 0 to 18 years. You may have attended their recent 'Zorbing ' session at
Barnwell Country Park. It has been running successfully for 7 years. Having begun
on a small scale in Kings Cliﬀe, their expertise in providing high quality
opportunities has seen a sustained and continuous growth across the Prince William
School catchment area. Underground will manage this facility for and on behalf of
Oundle Town Council.
Oundle Understand Youth Cafe will operate on a 'drop in' basis and is free of
charge. The space is an ideal space to encourage and inspire our young people.
Come along to meet our youth worker Hannah Tibble, Katy Weeks, Maureen Weston
and me (Cllr Debbie Murphy) on our information evening. Refreshments, kindly
donated by Simon Gartside, Manager of Waitrose, will be provided.

Councillor Debbie Murphy

Oundle Youth Cafe
Thursdays 6.30pm - 8.30pm
Years 7 to 10
Fletton House
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Planning
A typical Planning Committee Meeting
Considered 5 planning applications covering tree works, an extension
to commercial premises, sports facilities at Oundle School and two
applications for listed building consent (Bramston House and 5 Mill
Road). It raised no objections but in relation to the sports facilities
suggested a number of conditions be imposed on any grant.

Reviewed all recent ENC grants and refusals in relation to
Oundle noting that 2 applications to which the Town
Council had not objected, had, in fact, been refused with
another application to which we had objected also being
refused.

Reviewed its own guidance document noting that
the refusal of an application for the replacement of a section of
Collyweston slate with blue slate and the installation of solar panels
on a property within the conservation area by ENC was in line with
Oundle Town Council policy in this regard.

Although the Town Council cannot refuse or grant applications for planning
permission in its role as a statutory consultee the Planning Committee performs an
important role carefully scrutinising all the applications made and responding to
statutory consultations (most recently on the Focused Changes to the North
Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy).
Councillor David Chapple (Head of Planning)
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New initiative to market Oundle
Oundle Town Council and Oundle & District Association of Trade &
Commerce have formed a joint working party to Market all aspects
of Oundle life.
Our main objective will be to inform residents and visitors about the wide variety of
activities which Oundle has to oﬀer and to increase awareness of them. This will include
goods and services in our shops and at our markets, cultural events, sports & recreational
facilities, leisure pursuits, clubs & societies, charitable & voluntary work and much more.
The town centre needs more footfall to maintain our local businesses and we need to
attract more tourists and visitors to the festivals and events which Oundle has become
renowned for. The Marketing Plan will increase public engagement in local activities of all
types and also promote the facilities available at the new Fletton House 'Hub' and the
Queen Victoria Hall.
The working party has its first meeting on 17th August and will produce a final report,
including budgetary requirements by December 2015. It is anticipated that some
marketing can begin immediately.
This is a massive challenge, instigated by our Mayor, Councillor Paul King, and a very
strong team has been formed under the leadership of Councillor Roy Sparkes for the
Town Council and Judith Roberts, chair of the Trade Association.
The working party welcome input from Oundle residents, so if you want to have your say
in how Oundle Town is promoted or want your activity supported, then please email your
ideas and views to cllrroysparkes@gmail.com.
Councillor Roy Sparkes
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Community News
The residents of Oundle woke up on Wednesday 1st July
to a big surprise! The Market Place in the town had been
Yarn Bombed. What started as an idea in January
blossomed into a huge community project. People came
together to knit and crochet.
There were Knit and Natter, Crochet and Chatter
sessions twice a week held in various coffee shops and
sitting rooms. Project managers were appointed and
plans drawn up and off it went. Brownies joined in, the
PHAB Club, young and old had a go people learnt to knit
and crochet the world was put to rights whilst we were
doing it. It was such a happy project with people coming
out of their homes and joining in. Creativity soared and
the skill used was amazing.
Why was it done we have been asked, why are you not
knitting for charity? It was done to make people smile to
bring happiness to our beautiful town. It is an art
installation in knitting, instead of using paint we used
wool. It has given lots of people a chance to come
together and create something stunning with a huge
sense of achievement.

Community Spotlight: Oundle Junior Football Team
Junior football success in Oundle. Oundle Junior FC under 15s kick off a new
season with new sponsors, a new kit and a new home.
Following many years of being on the wrong end of results, last season was one of undoubted
success. Thirteen league wins in 14 outings, 104 goals scored (with every player including the
goalkeeper finding the target) and a miserly 12 goals conceded; Oundle Juniors won their
division with 2 games to spare.
The new season starts on Sunday 6th September with a home game which will see the Under
15s playing all their matches on the men's senior pitch at Oundle Town FC. Kick oﬀ is at
2.00pm, admission is free for all junior team matches, the bar will be open and the barbecue
fired up. Malcolm Smith, OTFC secretary, said "we're delighted to be hosting an enthusiastic
organised junior team, hopefully they will progress into being our youth team in a
couple of years."
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All teams in all clubs in all sports at all
ages need to raise money to pay for kit,
pitches, equipment and more.
If you would like to sponsor the boys
then please buy a pitch-side banner for
only £99. Your 8ft x 2ft banner will be on
display throughout the next two
seasons. Please contact Manager Chris
on 07740 482838.
Oundle Junior Football Club is an FA
Charter Standard Club and has boys
and girls teams from age 5 to 15.Most
teams can accommodate more players.
Please contact Lisa Ward-Holmes on
07792 319563 if your son or daughter
would like to play or if you have some
time to help out.

Christmas Charity Concert
A Charity Concert will take place
on 5th December at Queen
Victoria Hall, following this year’s
Christmas Lights switch on. Enjoy
a festive evening of food, music
and dance, in support the
Mayor’s charity UK Cancer
Research and Abbott House,
Oundle, featuring local bands
Disarray and Gone To The Dogs.
Tickets on sale soon.

Police Report
Policing Northamptonshire’s borders is a
co-located cross-border specialist police
team targeting organised crime gangs.
Cross-border oﬃcers target those who
operate on the fringes of
Northamptonshire in the belief that the
rural location will help them evade
capture. The team of oﬃcers from
Northamptonshire, Lincolnshire,
Leicestershire and Cambridgeshire work
together to make sure criminal activity
around the borders of Northamptonshire
improve the cover of law enforcement
activity along county borders. Despite
crime rates falling nationally, police
intelligence shows that criminals still
actively target the borders around
diﬀerent counties in the belief that these
areas will not be policed as actively as
large towns and cities.
“Parts of East Northamptonshire in
particular have, for a number of years,
suﬀered from roaming organised crime
gangs who do not see our county
borders as boundaries they see them as
an area where they believe they can
avoid detection by individual police
forces. Our new cross border team will
work to make sure that is not the case by
staging regular operations to target
known criminals and using the latest
technology to track down criminal
activity. The Cross Border Team are
achieving some excellent results by
targeting these roaming gangs.

Sgt 1012 Abe Smith
Futures Programme
East Northants Sector
Northamptonshire Police
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Your Town Council Meetings
You are welcome to attend all Council and Committee Meetings!

Meetings are held at Fletton House at 7.30pm on Tuesdays. Agendas are displayed
on the Fletton House noticeboard and posted on www.oundle.gov.uk by 6pm on the
Friday before the meeting.
A public participation spot is provided for you towards the beginning of each meeting
for contributions relating to the agenda. You do not have to give advance notice to
speak at the following meetings.
Full Council

September 15th
October 20th (also Queen Victoria Trust
meeting)
November 17th

Estates Management

September 1st
October 6th
November 3rd

Operations Management

October 13th

Planning Committee

September 1st
October 6th
November 3rd

If you wish to speak at a Planning Committee meeting, you are asked to contact
the Town Clerk, Debra Harper, at least 48 hours in advance. This will allow the
Clerk to make any necessary arrangements. Representations on Planning matters
are restricted to 2 minutes.
Oundle Town Council
Fletton House
Glapthorn Road PE8 4JA

www.oundle.gov.uk
admin@oundle.gov.uk
Tel: 01832 272055
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