Oundle residents enjoying the
Food Festival

Oundle Oracle
September 2017
Thanks to the Oundle Food Festival team for the photograph
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Mayor’s Report
In this, my first ever Mayor's Column I
must pay tribute to my predecessor,
Councillor Val Chesser. Val guided the
Council for 16 months through one of
its most difficult periods and is a hard
act to follow.

I also want to recognise the hard work
and dedication of the many volunteers
who run the wide diversity of festivals
and events here in Oundle. There are
too many to name them all individually but collectively they make Oundle
a success. For such a small community, Oundle certainly punches well
above its weight.
The Food Festival, featured on the front cover attracted a huge number of
visitors and was a great success. Well done Camilla and her team.
In this edition we have featured Education in Oundle in all its forms. My
thanks to all the schools for giving us an insight into their activities.
The Council is having a successful year. We have just been granted planning permission to build a new kitchen for the Hub and a changing room
for the Dance Studio. We also plan to repair the boardwalk at Snipe
Meadow and construct a new workshop for our maintenance staff.
Karen Hostead, one of our admin staff is organising chat sessions where
those suffering from Cancer (or caring for those who do), can get together
at Fletton House and offer each other advice and encouragement. This is
a very worthwhile venture and we wish her well with it. Watch the
electronic noticeboards for further details.
Latest news! Labour have won the Election see page 9 for more details.
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Estates Report

Fletton House has been open for two years and is living up to its brief of
providing a Hub for the community, clubs and societies.
Permanent tenants are Oundle Community Preschool, Volunteer Action and the
Registration Service use the Oundle Suite to conduct wedding ceremonies.
The Police also have a room downstairs which is manned on a Wednesday
afternoon from 2pm – 4pm now that our police station is closed to the public.
People visiting the doctors come and visit the Hub while waiting for
appointments and library events use the building for refreshments, you can
walk past an outside table and hear conversations in French or Spanish as
language groups meet over coffee.
Once a month the Ashton Kitchen runs baking classes and every week art
classes produce future exhibition pieces in the Glapthorn Room.
Various room sizes are available to hire on an hourly basis and we accept
corporate bookings for conferences.
For more information or to book a room contact:
Oundle Town Council Fletton House, Fletton Way, Oundle, PE8 4JA
Telephone: 01832 272055 or email admin@oundle.gov.uk.
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NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN - The Facts.
WHAT IS IT?
A Neighbourhood Plan is a survey of Land Usage within a community. It defines
the mix of housing, open green spaces, trade and commerce, leisure and recreation facilities and the network for roadways, cycle ways and footpaths.

WHY DO WE NEED ONE?
The plan provides guidelines to planning authorities about the residents' wishes
on future expansion for housing development and other things. Without an approved plan in place, development could increase without any constraints.

WHAT IS IN THE OUNDLE PLAN?
The Oundle Plan is one of the more detailed plans because it attempts to meet
the residents' requirements as expressed in a public survey in 2015.
Control of Housing Development. Defining the sites, number of properties per
site and the mix of housing sizes and styles.
Retention of green spaces.
Our requirement for space for sporting and leisure activities.
Development of infrastructure for Highways, Cycle ways, Footpaths, Parking,
Traffic Control etc.
Retention of Retail and Commercial Businesses.
And much more.

WHAT ELSE?
If we adopt this plan we will also receive, at no additional cost :Additional Cemetery land for the next 100 years.
Allotment land.
A large green site for Events, Festivals etc.
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WHAT DO I DO NEXT?
The Plan must be presented to the residents. A number of events are
planned to enable everyone to see the Plan :Plan presentation event at the Queen Victoria Hall.
Neighbourhood Plan Surgeries at Fletton House.
Market Stalls at the Thursday weekly Market and the Saturday Farmers Market to display the plan details.

WHEN DO I GET MY SAY?
There will be a REFERENDUM in early to mid 2018 at which you will decide
whether to approve the Plan. If a majority vote is received in favour of the
Plan then it will be used to define whether future planning applications
should be approved.
IT IS YOUR PLAN - YOUR CHANCE TO DETERMINE OUNDLE'S FUTURE.

CAN YOU HELP ME?

I want to travel from home to
almost anywhere in Oundle, or
visit friends in surrounding vi
llages
during the day at as little as an
hour's notice, and because I'm a
Senior Citizen I would prefer to
travel for FREE!
Well, You Can!
Talk to Call Connect for more
details by calling our booking
team on:
0345 263 8153.
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Pathfinder II Flooding Resilience
Project
Oundle has successfully applied to be part of the Pathfinder II Flooding
Resilience Project run by the county council. The project aims to assist
community-led improvements in resilience and preparedness for
communities who are risk of surface water flooding.

The money for the initiative has been made available from the Anglian
Eastern Regional Flood and Coastal Committee and follows on from the
initial Pathfinder I scheme, which was launched two years ago.
Oundle will benefit from a flood survey undertaken by civil engineers
and support in developing community action plans and longer term
solutions. There will be community events to keep you up to date with
the project and to discuss the findings from the survey. In return,
Oundle will need to identify community members to be flood wardens
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There will be opportunities to bring together all community
organisations under the Pathfinder II banner, as existing local groups
have the knowledge and contacts to bring people together to support
one another in an emergency situation. Colleagues from
Northamptonshire Police, Northamptonshire Fire &
Rescue Service, NCC Highways and other key partners are also committed to supporting the scheme and community
engagement events.
Cllr Ian Morris, county council cabinet member for transport, highways and environment, said:
“What’s great about the Pathfinder scheme is that flood prevention
measures are tailor-made for the individual communities by mixing
historical experience with information from a professional survey.
Quite often it is some very basic measures that are needed to make a
significant difference.”
For more information visit www.floodtoolkit.com/pathfinder2/.
The project has a new Facebook group
https://www.facebook.com/groups/northantspathfinder/
You can keep up to date with the scheme’s
progress and use this platform to share best
practices and chat with other communities.
There is also a regular newsletter called the
Pathfinder Update.
If you would like to receive these newsletters, any further information or to be involved with the project please contact Nancy
Baines: nbaines@northamptonshire.gov.uk.

7

Oundle School
Gaining Knowledge – the real point of
education
Telephone: 01832 277122
Email: info@oundleschool.org.uk

Introduced this academic year, Quadrivium is Oundle School’s ambitious new
extension course for Sixth Form pupils. Quadrivium follows the successful introduction of Trivium in the Third Form (Year 9) three years ago. Trivium is an extension course for all pupils based on ‘interestingness’ and exposure to the best that
has been thought and said; Quadrivium is the development of this for older pupils. All pupils in the Lower Sixth at Oundle take an extension course, opting either for Further Maths, depth in an Extended Project Qualification or breadth in a
Quadrivium course.
In Quadrivium, pupils learn for the joy of it; for the fascination of coming across
ideas beyond their curricular subjects; of picking up something to read, not because they will be tested on the contents, but just because they find it interesting. It encourages conversation, educated debate and that ‘lifeblood of civilisation’, idle intellectual curiosity.
‘Quad’ pupils choose their courses from a bespoke range researched and written
by Oundle staff. They differ excitingly in content – this year’s offerings ranged
from a survey of metamorphosis in Western European Literature, to historiographical analysis and modern case studies of political hotspots, to an exploration
of the Faustian legend in novels, plays and operas, to debating military strategy
and national interest, to defining the nature of the Anglosphere and Britishness,
to unpicking the bias of the various media and the global news industry, to relating mediaeval astronomy and philosophy to modern life and Einsteinian physics, and much else besides.
Whilst their contents differ, all courses follow the same format based on the ancient Quadrivium: each central theme is explored from four different angles over
the course of the year, taught by a single teacher.
In this way, pupils develop the mental agility of adopting different viewpoints
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about their interests, as well as absorbing a great deal of non-examined detail: a
‘shadow of lost knowledge’ to structure the mind and develop intellectual instinct.
Some pupils choose a course to match and extend their A level subjects; others
opt for a Quad to take them in new directions, while the adventurous may take a
wildcard choice.
In all courses, pupils learn the central ideas of their topic, are challenged to question them and to voice their own thoughts once they have an informed opinion.
Formal writing takes place at the end of each part. Alongside lessons and prep like
any subject, there are daytrips and events throughout the year.
In summary, Oundle’s Quadrivium, just like its younger sibling Trivium, trains pupils to follow their interests, to enjoy the encounter of debate and seek out the
sheer thrill of discovery outside the context of their examined A-Level or Pre-U
curriculum.

Prince William School
Telephone: 01832 272881
Email: reception@princewilliamschool.co.uk

Mock Election
On Thursday 8th June, as the nation exercised it’s democratic rights so to did the
students of Prince William School as we held our mock general election.
All students had the opportunity to vote for one of 7 political parties: Labour,
Conservative, Liberal Democrat, The Green Party, SNP, UKIP and Plaid Cymru.
Prior to the day itself members of the debate club held information sessions in
the school library. One or two members of the Debate Club, who had researched
a particular manifesto, represented each political party. They were on hand to
answer any questions that voting students wanted to ask. The result was a
Labour victory in school with the breakdown of votes as follows:
Labour 260 votes (33.7%),
Conservative 224 (29%),
UKIP 95 (12.3%),
Green Party 80 (10.3%),
Liberal Democrat 69 (8.9%),
Plaid Cymru 17 (2.2%),
SNP 14 (1.8%),
Spoiled papers 14 (1.8%)
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Oundle Church of England Primary School
Telephone Number: 01832 272392
Email: admin@oundleceprimary.co.uk

Oundle Church of England Primary School
(OPS) is enjoying a brand new chapter in a long and distinguished history following the move to its new
Cotterstock Road site from former premises in Milton Road. At the same time,
everyone associated with the school in recent years has been a part of the
successful transition from three-tier to
two-tier state education in
Northamptonshire.
This means that OPS now educates
children from the Foundation Stage
(age 4) through to Year 6 (age 11) following the closure of the local middle
school system.
The Primary School has taken over occupancy of the old middle school
buildings. The Bishop of Peterborough Right Reverend Donald Allister officially
re-opened the school earlier this year. The interior has been completely revitalised with specialist learning areas such as cookery and computers. In addition
to its normal role, the school also looks after children at pre- and after-school
clubs.
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The local community is also benefitting from this modernised setting; the school
plays host to a monthly ‘Munch Club’ for older residents from Oundle and its
surrounding villages while the town’s Baptist Church meets in the school’s hall
on Sundays. “It’s very true to say that Oundle Primary has always been, and continues to be, part of the close-knit fabric of this community” says the headteacher of Oundle Primary Mrs Janet McMurdo. “In a town renowned for its high
achievements in education, the children and staff are tuned into our heritage,
our Christian ethos and our plans for the future.
That’s what makes us all so privileged to teach and learn here.” The school also
has strong links with all aspects of life in the local community and includes
regular educational visits to St Peter’s Church, town-centre shops and the Stahl
Theatre for summer productions. Visits to the school during a typical term-time
day by parents planning their children’s future education are strongly
encouraged.

Oundle Community Pre-School
Fletton House, Glapthorn Road, Oundle PE8 4JA
Telephone Number: 01832 273647
Oundle Community Pre-school is one of the oldest pre-schools in the country
(est. 1963). We welcome all children from Oundle and Neighbouring villages
aged 2 - 4 years old, including those with additional needs and other vulnerabilities. We provide a bright, open plan play space within a friendly and caring environment in which children can play, develop and learn. Our highly qualified,
dedicated staff team support the children’s development whilst encouraging
their independence. Our two different outside areas offer the children alternative opportunities to explore and learn whilst having fun in a safe well equipped
environment. Sessions run from 9.15 to
12.15 every morning and 12.15 to 3.15
every afternoon. All children aged 3 and 4
are eligible for 15 hours government funding.
To arrange a visit contact Gina on the details above.
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Events Diary
September
Sat 9th

PBFA Book Fair, Queen Victoria Hall

Sat 9th

Farmers Market

Sun 17th

Oundle School Chemistry Roadshow, Market Place

Fri 29th

Macmillan Coffee Morning, The Hub

October
Sun 8th

World Conker Championships, Southwick

Sat 14th

Farmers Market

Fri 20th

VIP Championship Day, Queen Victoria Hall

Fri 27th & Sat 28th Peterborough Opera, Queen Vitoria Hall
Tues 31st

Halloween Event, The Hub, Fletton House

November
Sat 11th

Farmers Market

Sun 12th

Christmas Gift Market, Queen Victoria Hall

Sun 12th

Remembrance Sunday Parade

Sat 25th

Oundle Wharf Christmas Market

For more information contact Oundle Town Council on 01832 272055 or
Email: admin@oundle.gov.uk.
12

Events Diary
December
Sat 2nd

Oundle Christmas Market & Light Switch on

Sat 9th

Farmers Market

Sat 9th

Ruff & Ready Irish Band, Queen Victoria Hall

Oundle Town Council Meetings
September
Tue 5th
Tue 12th
Tue 19th
Tue 26th
October
Tue 3rd
Tue 10th
Tue 17th
Tue 31st
November
Tue 7th
Tue 14th
Tue 21st
Tue 28th
December
Tue 5th
Tue 12th
Tue 19th

Neighbourhood Plan & Planning Committee
Finance & General Purposes Committee
Full Council
Estate Management Committee
Neighbourhood Plan & Planning Committee
Finance & General Purposes Committee
QVH Trust & Full Council
Estate Management Committee
Neighbourhood Plan & Planning Committee
Personnel Committee
Full Council
Estate Management Committee
Planning Committee
Finance & General Purposes Committee
Full Council
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Oundle Clubs and Societies Directory
Club Name

Contact Name

Phone

Oundle Choral Society

Mr John Davies

01832 733243

Gilbert & Sullivan

Mr Paul Weetman

01832 273830

PHAB Club

Mrs M. Sewter

01832 272740

Oundle Museum

Mr John Hadman

01832 272735

Oundle Town Football
Club
O.A.T.S

Mrs Lisa Ward-Holmes

01832 270976

Oundle Festival of Music
& Drama
Oundle Festival of Literature
Oundle Badminton Club

Mrs G. Radcliffe

01832 273191

Mr Wallace

01832 272318

Mr Robin Neighbour

01832 273312

Oundle Cricket Club

Mrs Jane Foster

Oundle Golf Club

The Secretary

jf@oundletowncc.co
m
01832 273267

Oundle Squash Club

Mr Matt Pendrill

07921139809

Oundle Bowls Club

Mr David Walker

01832 272250

Oundle Tennis Club

Mr Stephen Lewins

Oundle Stollers

Mr Brian Collis

01832 275396 or
07544105839
07899 938487

Oundle Rugby Club

Mr David Dales

01832 273101

Oundle Ballet

Mrs Lisa Hunter

01832 273323

Zumba

Mrs Danieilla Calitiri

07973273494

Oundle Art Classes

Mrs Sarah Pendred

01832 733531

07921 957065

Oundle Hockey Club
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Club Name

Contact Name

Phone

Evergreen Club

Mrs Ruth Keens

01832 273826

Volunteer Action

Mrs Carol Underwood

01832 275433

U3A

Mr Brian Pearson

01832 272790

Oundle Historical
Society
Oundle Ladies Running
Group
Oundle British Legion

Mrs Cawthorne

01832 270372

Mrs Jane Walker

01832 272898

Mr Les Starks

01832 270073

Oundle Bridge Club

David Wilkinson

01832 272623

U3A Bridge Club

Mr Alan Tresadern

01832 275281

Oundle Darts League

Mr Roy Sparkes

07904 463707

Oundle Rowing Club

Mr Simon Murray

07903 26410

Oundle Young Farmers

Mr James Davies

01604 670562

Oundle Youth Cafe

Katie

01780 470125

Rusty Players
Triathlon Club

Mr Phillip Amps

If we have missed anyone apologies and please do not hesitate to
contact us to be added to the next addition!
Oundle Town Council Contact Details
Fletton House, Fletton Way, Oundle, PE8 4JA
Telephone number: 01832 272055
Email: Admin@oundle.gov.uk
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TELL ME ABOUT FLETTON HOUSE
Where is it?
Fletton House is situated between the Library and the Doctor's Surgery on
Fletton Way.
What Happens There?
A wide variety of activities.

It is the Office for the Town Council.
The Oundle Suite is used for Council meetings and Wedding Ceremonies.
The Oundle Suite, together with the Glapthorn and Barnwell Rooms host a wide
variety of meetings and functions for many of the local Clubs, Societies, Charities, Action Groups and small businesses in the Town. They can also be booked
for Corporate Events by larger Companies.
There is a Kitchen for Cooking Classes and a Dance Studio which is used for Ballet Lessons and a wide range of
Fitness Classes.

YOU CAN ALSO BUY SNACKS AND REFRESHMENTS.
The HUB Cafe serves everything from a cup of tea
to tasty snacks, all at very affordable prices. If you haven't tried the Hub yet
then you really must pop along - and bring your family and friends.
The Hub is Child friendly with a play area and toys.

There is a voucher card to reward regular customers with generous discounts.
The Hub's cakes are a special treat. Why not drop in soon to sample delicious
tea, coffee and cake and join the growing number of people who have discovered the delights of Fletton House.
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