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Now it’s yours!
Fletton House is now saved for the community.
The goal of making it a hub of community activity
is getting closer!
Over the summer Northamptonshire County
Council (NCC) transferred the building to the
Town Council and East Northamptonshire
Council (ENC) approved the plans.

Mayor’s Report
The person who said to me recently “There’s not a lot you can do on the Council”
couldn’t be more wrong. Here are some pictures I took in August of Fletton House
Working party members helping Council staff to salvage useable items. They are
demonstrating that there’s more than one way to look after your money carefully.

Most of the money for the refurbishment has
come from sales of redundant buildings. The
hard work put into grant applications has been
successful. Another £35k was received in July
and August from Augean PLC and NCC, bringing
the grants total to £85k.

There is still a Council vacany. This is an ideal opportunity for some “Work Experience”
for an Oundle resident before May 2015 when all 14 places are up for election. There
are just six months to go to early April when nominations must be in. Please do not
hesitate to contact me, another Councillor, or the office if you want to find out more.
As the role of Town Centre Manager neared the end of its trial period the Council
considered how best we could use your money to help Oundle in the current economic
climate. Stakeholders, including Oundle and District Chamber of Trade, offered
their views. The result was advertising the changed role of Events Officer. Paula
Prince has been appointed to actively develop and promote an ongoing programme
of events to attract additional footfall in Oundle and to complement your existing
events and festivals.
Traffic congestion and safety issues topped the poll of things people disliked about
Oundle in the Oundle 2020 survey.
The resulting Transport Study recommendations were published in the Oracle
October 2012. Costings, detailed plans, statutory consultations and traffic orders
then followed throughout 2013. Now in August 2014 the Market Place 20mph zone
and most of the alterations to town centre parking have been implemented.
Unfortunately nothing is straightforward. The removal
of yellow lines outside Smiths at No 4 has happened
before the time limited parking order there has been
finalised. Meanwhile we hope these spaces will be
used for disabled parking and short stay shopping
and we are working with Northamptonshire County
Council to formalise this.
I am most grateful to Cllr. Chris Elliot for maintaining our links with Andresy, our
French twin town, in recent years. Now we need a community volunteer to lead on this.
Would you like to foster our relationship with Andresy? Could you talk to local groups
about ideas for exchange? If so please contact me: admin@oundle.gov.uk
Cllr. Gwen Radcliffe

Our thanks go to ENC, NCC and Augean for
their generous donations and their support for
this community project.
There will be offices for Volunteer Action and Oundle Town Council on the first floor
Other areas of the building will be for Oundle Community Preschool, the Registrar,
and Oundle Underground youth club.
Rooms available for hire by community groups or businesses include
•
•
•
•
•

meeting rooms of various sizes
dance/exercise studio
art/craft/activity room,
teaching kitchen
rent-an-office room.

Contact Oundle Town Council if you are interested in hiring space on a regular basis.
On the ground floor there is also an open plan social space where users of the
building and the Fletton Way site can meet, relax, have a coffee or read a library
book perhaps.
A licence to operate this part of the facility will be offered for tender later in the year.
Interested parties could be an existing business in the area, or a new one. Possibly
an individual or a group interested in setting up either as a business or a social
enterprise. All options are possible and would be considered.
Further details, including building plans, can be found on the Oundle Town Council
website. Contact Debra Harper,Town Clerk if you would like to express an interest.
Cllr. Ann Fitzgerald

Sadly a walnut tree in the Churchyard
has had to be felled. It died due to
honey fungus and was a danger
because of its location in a public
place.
The replacement must not wholly
dominate the space upon reaching
maturity, but allow us to still see and
admire the surrounding architecture.
Which of these honey fungus
resistant trees would you choose?

Introducing
Married, with four children, two of them past pupils of Prince
William School and Peterborough Regional College, I have
lived in Oundle for ten years. My working life has been spent
in television and, for many years, education and I understand
the importance of clear communication and the value of young
people in our community.
I have lived in a variety of locations in the UK and Europe
and have taken notice of how these communities developed
successfully or were spoiled and failed. Community engagement was most often the
key to success and this is why I joined the Town Council.
Moira CLARKE

Abutilon Oak ~ Beech Phlomis ~ Climbing Staff Tree
Fothergilla Tamarix ~ Japanese Quince ~ Handkerchief Tree
If you have a view please contact
hanneke@oundle.gov.uk by end of September

I retired to the Oundle area from Yorkshire 6 years ago with Brian PEARSON
my wife to be closer to our family.
I was Chairman of the Picton Parish Council in North Yorkshire
for 5 years and have a good understanding of local politics.
There we constructed a village plan and put into action many
new benefits for the village community.

Your Free Public Car Parks
Short stay - St. Osyth’s Lane - owned by Oundle Town Council

Running my own International Removals business for 35 years
has given me a good insight into managing budgets, and providing a high quality
Name of councillor
service in a competitive environment. I hope these skills will benefit Oundle Town
Councils
Council and its residents.
Roy SPARKES

Employment
I have lived in the Oundle area for over 31 years
and I think the
town has a unique character which we need to
preserve
Sponsorship and, as
a new Councillor, have become involved in the Neighbourhood
Land and Property
Plan Working Party as lead for the Town Centre
and Retail
objective.
Otherfrom my past
I hope to use the valuable insights gained
experience for the benefit of the Town.

Although I entered public service as a Chemist, I swiftly moved
Other Interests
into management with local authorities and a public utility and eventually moved into
the private sector as a management consultant.
Gifts and Hospitality

As an additional interest, for over 10 years, I was the owner/manager of several hair
salons, but I now concentrate my hairdressing interests by serving
as Treasurer
General
Information of
the National Hairdresser’s Federation and it is exciting being involved in this work.

Supervision provided mainly at busy periods
to maintain a turnover of spaces £2500pa
Brian Pearson
Lighting costs- normal maintenace and power £1300pa
Oundle TownRecently
Council
£ 5112.15 for replacing 13 old lanterns with LED lanterns
Retired

Long stay - Drill Hall - owned by Oundle Town Council
Rates £1848pa Lighting costs £900pa
New flood light £1753

None
Gallica House
34 Hemington Road
Polebrook

Long stay - Herne Park, East Road

Past Parish councillor
Picton North
Yorkshire
leased
by Oundle
Town Council from private company
Member of National Trust and volunteer at Lyveden New Beld
Member Historic
Houses
Rent
£100pa
Rates £4786pa Lighting costs - to be confirmed

All
Playing golf, swimming, travel

of these costs, plus administration staff time,
are met by Oundle Town Council tax payers.

None

I have lived in North Yorkshire all of my life until I sold my International Removals business 6years

Northamptonshire County Council are
planning with English Heritage for bridge
repair works to take place before the
winter.

my wife to the Oundle area to begin our retirement and to be closer to our
I have carried out technical audits on local authorities, represented ago.
highI moved
streetwith
traders
family.
on a town centre improvement scheme and served on working parties
with HMRC
The removal of signs and posts will reveal
and the Central Audit Commission, giving me a thorough understanding
of how
local
I was chairman
of the
Picton Parish Council in North Yorkshire for 5 years and have a good
understanding of local politics. Together with South
the committee
members we constructed a village plan the bridge again, but not this view!
Bridge
government functions.
and put into action many new beneﬁts for the village community.
I successfully managed my own family business for 35 years, employing approximately 100
people. This experience has given me a good insight into managing budgets and providing a high

WHAT IS THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN?

Yes, the Town needs to develop
and the Plan will lay out the
ways in which we want the
town planning to take into
consideration the needs of all
sections of the community. If
our Plan is approved by the
Town and the Examiner, the
ENC Planning Department will
be required to refer to it when
making planning decisions for
Oundle or which will impact on
Oundle.

Four people asked to answer this question in a single sentence said:
A vision for the Town into the future
A way of having some control over future development
Official development plan for Oundle
A look into the future to preserve the outstanding qualities of Oundle
In Oundle the people of the town who are working on the Plan are looking at seven
headline objectives. These are the objectives and the working party members:
• Business and Employment:
Cllr. David Chapple, Mark Benns and District Cllr. Philip Stearn
• Connectivity and Parking:
Cllr. Paul King, Mark Felton, Tony Hoyle and David Wood
• Green Spaces:
Ann Chapple, Cllrs. Sue Oakes and Terry Stagg
• Housing:
Cllr. David Chapple, Mark Benns and District Cllr. Philip Stearn
• Sporting, Recreational and Leisure Facilities:
Rachel Vickery, Neil Fraser, Cllrs. Gwen Radcliffe and Neville Oakes
• Tourism:
Nick Turner, Anna Smith and David Webb
• Town Centre and Retail:
Cllrs. Roy Sparkes, Paul King and Brian Pearson
WHO IS IT FOR?
It is for anyone who is a resident or who has a business in Oundle. It is for all of
us. It is our Plan.
It can only be written through consultation with you and needs your agreement
to be implemented.
There have been a variety of consultation events with different sections of our
community and there will be several more before it is complete. Get involved
with these events and have your say.

It is our Plan.
WHY DO WE NEED IT?
We need the Plan in order to develop and maintain Oundle as a thriving market
town which retains the aspects which give it character and charm and make it
such a wonderful place for us to live and others to visit.

The Neighbourhood Plan is intended to prevent inappropriate development in
Oundle.
Just look at the way planning regulations have been relaxed and will be further
relaxed in the future and you will agree we need a Neighbourhood Plan to protect
and develop Oundle in a way which builds the quality of life for residents and
visitors, and supports a prosperous business and trade community.

It is our Plan.
HOW FAR HAVE WE PROGRESSED?
Significant progress is being made on the development of evidence bases for
the Plan’s objectives.
Our finances continue to be in good shape. We’re continually seeking extra
sources of funding for the Neighbourhood Plan and we necessarily keep a tight
rein on expenditure. Recently funds have been allocated to a study of the potential
cycle way along Glapthorn Road (£3,800) and a transport study to update the
specialist advice we need to complete a number of aspects of the Plan (£13,000).
We were aiming for a referendum on 7th May 2015 to coincide with the general
election, the aims being to save money and ensure a reasonable turnout.
However, just a few weeks ago Returning Officers for the Parliamentary
Constituencies polling on 7th May 2015 announced that they did not wish
referendums for Neighbourhood Plans to be held on that date.
So we have to move the date and we have taken advantage of the necessary
postponement to move the referendum back to the second half of September
2015. This date has been selected partly because we believe it’s essential to
avoid the school summer holiday period so that we have the maximum turnout
and partly to give us a little more time to consult with you because

it is our Plan.

HOW CAN I BE INVOLVED?
There will need to be yet more consultation with you, the people of Oundle
over the coming months. Yes, there has been a lot of this already and in
some respects we are the victims of the far sightedness of the Councillors who
launched the Oundle 2020 Plan. The advent of the Neighbourhood Planning
official requirements meant that it was necessary to switch focus. This meant that
some of the consultation had to be done again with a slightly different approach
in order to withstand scrutiny by the Plan’s Examiner.
Please continue to be patient and do engage with our work, after all this is the
Oundle Neighbourhood Plan which belongs to all of you rather than the Council
or the Working Party.
Please look at the www.oundle.gov.uk website where there is a lot of information
about the Plan. If you have questions about how things are going please ask
at the Court House and if necessary they will forward your questions to the
appropriate member of the Working Party.

Remember it is our Plan.
Roger Sturman, Working Party Chairman & Cllr. Moira Clarke

Keeping Oundle on the map
Are you organising an event in 2015? Are you considering one?
Once we know what you are planning we will produce, and distribute widely,
an Oundle 2015 Events Brochure.
If you would like your event publicised, to meet other organisers and build
the Oundle Events programme then please attend the meeting on
Monday 6th October at 7.30pm in the Court House.
RSVP paula@oundle.gov.uk

Halloween Activities
Spooky happenings in Oundle for Halloween.
Keep your eyes and ears open and check
www.oundle.info for information.
They are coming to town!

Letters from the Front
Friday 26th September
7.45pm, St Peter’s Church
A combination of songs inspired by a world
at war with letters from soldiers at the front,
performed by Adam Sullivan (tenor), Joseph
Padfield (baritone) and Gavin Roberts (piano).
Young men from Oundle and Prince William
schools will read the letters as a tribute to all of
the fallen and to those left behind.
£13, £11 concessions, £3 under 18s
from Oundle Box Office
Can you help with the house to house
collection in the two weeks leading up to
Remembrance Sunday on November 9th?
Contact Mary Prosser on 205055.

The Annual Fair Trade/Eco Market
Saturday 8th November 2014

Bible Black is Champion Beer
Peterborough Beer Fest 2014
Many congratulations to Nene Valley Brewery

Queen Victoria Hall
An outstanding venue for both public
and private events

To find out more about booking
Contact admin@oundle.gov.uk

Royal British Legion
Poppy Appeal

09.00-14.00

St. Peter's Parish Church
Come and buy unusual Christmas presents with an ethical difference!
A variety of gifts and foods will be on sale.
Jewellery, woollen items, toiletries, and decorative items.
All ethically sourced or have eco or local credentials
Tastings, weaving, music and delicious goodies in the café
all make this a delightful way to begin your seasonal gift shopping.

Tickets for all events £7 (£5)
Oundle Box Office, 4 New St.
Mon to Fri 10.00am – 1.00pm
Tel : 274734, or online at
www.oundlefestival.org.uk
Getting Away With It – A Career in Radio and Television with Katherine Jakeways
Saturday 27th September 7.30 – 8.30pm, St Peter’s Church
As an actress, Katherine has appeared in Extras,
The Armstrong and Miller show, Episodes, New
Tricks, Horrible Histories, Miranda and Sherlock. On
Radio 4, she played Mrs Pepys in the long running
adaptation of The Diary of Samuel Pepys, as well
as writing and appearing in three series of North by
Northamptonshire, her comedy based in a small
market town which you may possibly recognise.
Katherine is currently writing two new projects for
Radio 4 and several television series. But you may
know her best for her performance as Urchin 2 in
Prince William School’s 1985 production of Carmen.
Described by the Radio Times as the new Victoria Wood, Katherine will be in
conversation with Radio 2‘s Nick Duncalf.

Monday 29th
September
7.30– 8.30pm,
St Peter’s Church

Award winning authors John Boyne and Linda Newbery discuss their books and
the pleasures of writing both for children and adults.
Thursday 2nd October,
7.30 – 8.30pm
St Peter’s Church
Liz Kershaw talks about her autobiography,
The Bird and the Beeb, examining the highs
and hairy moments of her 40 year career.

Oundle was officially twinned with Nauort in 1993 and every year in May a visit
takes place with the two twin towns hosting on an alternating annual basis. This
year it was Oundle’s turn to play host to our German friends.
As usual, they travelled overnight by coach and arrived before 9.00am on a
Thursday morning. After spending the day with their hosts everyone gathered at
the Talbot at 6.00pm for a welcoming address from ODTA chairman, David Moore.
On Friday the Nauorters and some hosts
enjoyed a visit to Oxford, discovering the
delights of that city, old and new, before calling
in at Stoke Bruerne on the Grand Union Canal.
The climax of this year’s visit was a dinner
and concert in the Queen Victoria Hall on
Saturday evening. All of the hosting families
combined to produce a magnificent feast.
Musical entertainment was provided by local
musicians Ben & Helen Smith who were joined
by several soloists from Oundle G & S Players
and our guests.
Sunday morning arrived all too soon and our
friends climbed aboard their coach, after many
tearful farewells, for their long journey home.
If you think that you would like to become part of these exchanges, please contact
our Secretary, Sue Pike, on 01832 280041 for further details.
Paul Weetman, Oundle and District Twinning Association

Calling Oundle runners
A major event in Andresy is the annual half-marathon
(shorter distances also available!). This year it takes
place on Sunday 30th November. Our friends in
Andresy are keen to welcome runners from Oundle
to join guests from their other twin towns.
For more information http://20bornes.chez.com or contact Cllr. Sue Oakes

Oundle Festival of Music & Drama
April 15th - April 18th 2015

Affiliated to the British and International Federation of Festivals

Syllabus available October from Oundle Bookshop
Find out how you could enter at

www.ofmd.org.uk

Your Town Council Meetings
You are most welcome to attend
all Council and Committee meetings.
Meetings are held at the Courthouse at 7.30pm on Tuesdays.
Agendas are displayed on the Courthouse noticeboard and posted
on www.oundle.gov.uk by 6pm on the Friday before the meeting.
A public participation spot is provided for you towards the
beginning of each meeting for contributions relating to the agenda.
You do not have to give advance notice to speak at the following meetings.

Council: Sept 16th - Oct 21st - Nov 18th - Dec 16th
Estate Management: Oct 14th - Dec 9th
Operations Management: Nov 11th - Wed, Dec 3rd
If you wish to speak at a Planning Committee meeting you are asked to
contact the Town Clerk, Debra Harper, at least 48 hours in advance. This will
allow the Clerk to make any necessary arrangements.
Representations on Planning matters are restricted to 2 minutes.

Planning Committee: Oct 7th - Nov 4th - Dec 2nd

Your Town Councillors 2014-2015
David CHAPPLE 273877
Val CHESSER
272217
Moira CLARKE
270274
Chris ELLIOT
275333
Ann FITZGERALD 270849
Paul KING
07970 946555
VACANCY		

Neville OAKES
275818
Sue OAKES
275818
Brian PEARSON
272790
Gwen RADCLIFFE 273191
Philip ROSE
272520
Roy SPARKES 07904 463707
Terry STAGG
273774

Council Office Open: Monday to Friday, 9am - 2pm
Oundle Town Council,
The Courthouse
Mill Road,
Oundle
PE8 4BW

admin@oundle.gov.uk
www.oundle.gov.uk
Tel:- 01832 272 055
Fax:- 01832 272 122
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