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Update of the Pathfinder Project
JOANNE MADDAMS, PATHFINDER PROJECT MANAGER
Firstly, I would like to apologise for the lack of communication over the last
year. The Emergency Planning Team have been heavily involved in the
response to the pandemic and I have been leading the community resilience
cell so that vulnerable members of our County and those who are self isolating
get support. The EA are aware that we have not been able to support our
communities, especially with the community engagement side of the project
and we have been given an extension until 2022.
With regard to the recent local government reorganisation, the Emergency
Planning Team will remain as one team for the next 12 months whilst the team
continues to respond to the pandemic. The team will be hosted by North
Northamptonshire and will administer emergency planning, community
resilience and business continuity arrangements for both West and North.
We are also waiting to recruit a new pathfinder assistant and we will hopefully
have someone soon so we can restart in earnest to support our pathfinder
communities.
In the meantime I have included in this newsletter some useful information to
keep you going and we will be in touch soon to restart this project.
Take care and stay safe.

Talk to your community!
SPREAD THE WORD!
To help spread the word about the Pathfinder Community Resilience
Project, we have recently produced a community information
brochure (below) to provide information to community members
about the work of the project and how to get involved.
If you would like to view this information, a digital copy of the brochure can be accessed via the
PDF library on the Flood Toolkit website, click on the picture below to open the information
brochure.

Flood wardens
are members of
the local
community

Flood Warden Training
Flood wardens are members of the local community who
act as volunteers to help their communities to become
more resilient and to be prepared for flooding. Flood
Wardens can help to do this by:
Monitoring the condition of drains, culverts, streams
and other water courses and reporting any defects or
blockages to the appropriate agency or landowners
Helping to raise local awareness of flood risk
Passing on flood alerts and warnings when they are
issued
Assisting in the preparation of a Community
Emergency and Flood Plan
Providing the relevant agencies with local information
during a flood event

We provide training and equipment for your
Flood Wardens. This has usually been done in
person at the White Water Rafting Centre in
Northampton for a day.
However, due to the pandemic, this has moved to
an online training session via Zoom. The days'
training has been been divided into three
evening sessions as below:
Weds 9 June 1800 - 1930 hours
Understanding Flooding, Flood Warnings,
Managing Flood Risk and Who Is Responsible
Weds 16 June 1800 - 1930 hours
Understanding Preparedness and Resilience
Weds 21 June 1800 1930 hours
Health, Safety and Wellbeing

If you would like to attend or have any new or
existing flood wardens that would like a
refresher please send names to joanne.maddams@northnorthants.gov.uk

The Flood Toolkit
AWARD WINNING!

www.floodtoolkit.com

The Flood Toolkit is your award winning source of flood information. It is your one-stop shop
for everything you need to know to identify your flood risk, prepare your home and community
and mitigate the effects of flooding. It was designed as part of the Pathfinder I Project to be
used by communities, individuals, other authorities and experts alike.
There are a series of Flood Guides which cover all sorts of useful topics from Ditch Clearance to
Riparian Ownership. Here are some you may find useful, please click on the picture to open the
guide.

David Smith
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Ltd) have been
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around surveys and
the Community
Flood Risk and
Mitigation Report

Community Flood Risk
and Mitigation Report:
Walkaround surveys
Each community involved in the project receives a Flood
Risk and Mitigation Investigation undertaken by a civil
engineer. This report brings together the findings of
various investigations and includes:
A visual survey of the catchment area to inspect the
main drainage and flood related assets

Identification of specific areas where further
investigation, maintenance or improvement
works could be most beneficial to reduce
flood risk
Generic inspection and maintenance schedules
to assist in preparing a Community
Emergency and Flood Plan
David Smith Associates have been visiting the
new communities to undertake a walk around
survey.
These walk around surveys take in information
about features effecting the flow of water
through your towns and villages.
A short walk around can be organised later in the
year with the community, showing any hotspot
areas. If this is something the community would
like, please get in touch.
The findings will go into the final report and
maintenance plan.
In this video Richard
Jones from DSA explains
what this survey consists
of and why we are doing
them.

Community Engagements Events
CAN THESE RETURN IN 2021?
Over the spring and summer months, the Pathfinder team usually are busy attending events
across the County to raise local awareness of the work of the project. These are local events
such as village fetes, community events, church/school open days etc.
Due to the pandemic this could not happen in 2020, we are waiting to see what the guidance is
to whether we an return to community events.
These events provide an invaluable opportunity for residents to share their local flooding
experiences and concerns, and are essential in exploring how the project can work with each
community to help it to improve its resilience to flooding and other emergency situations.

Over the last 7
years we have
worked with
over 60
communities!

Pathfinder Communities: Who are they?
2014 -2016
Brigstock
Geddington
Irchester
Moulton Park IE
Ringstead
Silverston
Titchmarsh
Tiffield
Thrapston
Warmington and Eaglethopre
Weston & Weedon
Yelvertoft

2019 - 2021
2016 - 2019
Ashton
Barton Seagrave
Benefield
Bugbrooke
Crick
Dallington
Deene And Deenethorpe
East Farndon
Flore
Glapthorn
Grafton Underwood
Grendon
Harpole
Helmdon
Hunsbury Meadows
Irthlingborough
Kilsby

Lowick And Slipton
Moulton
Oundle
Raunds
Stanwick
Sywell
Weedon Bec
West Haddon
Whilton
Woodford Halse

Kings Sutton
Lamport (Station House And Cottages)

For more information about the project, or if you have any ideas for topics you
would like to see included in the next update, please contact
joanne.maddams@northnorthants.gov.uk
Don’t forget to join our Facebook group:
www.facebook.com/groups/northantspathfinder/
Visit our website: www.floodtoolkit.com/pathfinder
If your community would like to be considered for the Pathfinder project, please
complete the community application form on the Flood Toolkit website.

East Hunsbury
Barby
Daventry
Deanshanger
Denford
Far Cotton Residents Association
Finedon
Gretton
Hargrave
Hunsbury Parish
Kings Sutton
Middleton Village
Pineham Village And Swan Valley
Sudborough
Syresham
Syresham
Weldon
Wellingborough
Yardley Hastings

