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We have three new communities signed up to join us on Pathfinder II:
Dallington, Oundle and West Haddon.
The walk round surveys have been finished for this year and Richard and
Nancy were only snowed on twice… It was interesting to see the
catchment around your communities and particularly the areas you were
worried about. They all went well and we collected a lot of information
about features effecting the flow of water through your towns and
villages. Our findings will go into the final report and maintenance plan.
The guest author this issue is Adrian Lole, Technical Director of Royal
Life Saving Society UK and he talks about how we can all stay safe
around water this summer.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT EVENTS
We met more community members thanks to the surveys and we look
forward to seeing you all and some new faces at the community
engagement events. We will be joined by colleagues from other key
organisations such as Fire and Rescue, Police and the Environment
Agency so will be able to talk about many aspects of emergency
preparedness as well as flood risk. Please spread the word about the
events.
During the events we hope to discuss flood risk and emergency
preparedness, collect local knowledge of flooding, promote the
Emergency and Flood Plans and for more community members to
become involved in Pathfinder II.

CONFIRMED DATES SO FAR ARE:
13th May 2017 10:30-12:30 – Grafton Underwood
13th May 2017 – 14:00-16:00 – Dallington
11th June 2017 – 14:00-16:00 – Benefield Church Fete
24th June 2017 – West Haddon Village Fete
8th July 2017 - 14:00-16:00 – Bugbrooke Village Fete
8th July 2017 – 14:00-16:00 – Braybrooke Village Fete
9th September 2017 12:00-14:30 – Harpole Scarecrow Festival

Emergency Planning

Fire and Rescue’s Community Outreach
Vehicle at a Community event during
Pathfinder I.
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INTRODUCING RICHARD JONES, SENIOR CIVIL
ENGINEER AT DAVID SMITH
I have over 25 years of experience of working on a broad variety of
Highway and Drainage design projects. Working on behalf of the county
council, I have carried out studies of around 60 communities in
Northamptonshire to understand their flood risk. The best part of this
work is that it often involves long distance walks in the county’s beautiful
countryside. I have a reputation as a drainage nerd, and I can't go
anywhere without looking at ditches and pipes! I hope to learn more
about the watercourses and flooding issues in Northamptonshire through
talking to the communities signed up to this project.

FEATURED ARTICLE: KEEPING SAFE AROUND THE
WATER THIS SUMMER BY ADRIAN LOLE
The threat of flood usually subsides over the summer months and we all tend to relax and start to
enjoy the great outdoors. Many of us will be tempted to get out into the countryside including a vast
number of lakes, canals and rivers around the county.
Although we are often focused on flooding as a threat (after all the cost of damage to property is huge)
loss of life is very rare, largely because floods are relatively predictable and there is time to prepare.
In the UK there are approximately 400 accidental drownings every year, and about 40% of all victims
are people simply enjoying activities around the water’s edge (runners and walkers etc.) with no
intention of actually getting in the water. Tragically they fall, slip or trip and suddenly find themselves in
the water and unable to cope. There are several things you can do to help reduce the likelihood of
drowning accidents during the summer months.
ON THE BEACH:

AT HOME:
Never leave young children unattended
Be aware that boys are prone to risky behaviour
Always empty paddling pools at the end of the day

Find a Beach with a Lifeguard service
Look for and read safety signs
Swim between the red and yellow flags and
close to shore

OUT WALKING:
Stay away from the water’s edge, banks can be slippery and prone to collapse
Walk or run in a group, it’s more fun and there will always be someone to help.
Remember to take a mobile phone
GENERALLY:
Make sure you and your family can swim and knows how to stay safe.
Even in summer water can be cold and cause a shock effect. If you fall into water stay calm and float
until you catch your breath.
Don’t mix alcohol with swimming.

Adrian Lole is a member of the new Community Resilience Group in West Haddon
and is a Director at the Drowning Prevention Charity RLSS UK. If you need advice
on drowning prevention measures in your area contact adrianlole@rlss.org.uk
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FEATURED ARTICLE: WHY IS EVERYONE TALKING
ABOUT THE FLOOD TOOLKIT?
The Flood Toolkit is your award winning source of flood information. It is your one-stop shop for
everything you need to know to identify your flood risk, prepare your home and community and
mitigate the effects of flooding. It was designed as part of the Pathfinder I Project to be used by
communities, individuals, other authorities and experts alike. Below are a few features that we hope
will be both interesting and useful for the pathfinder communities (click on the images to be taken to
the page):

Infographics to discover new ways to help protect your home and your community:

Lots more advice on how to become a flood resilience community:
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There are also a series of Flood Guides which cover all sorts of useful topics from Ditch Clearance to
Flood Advice for Businesses. Here are some you may be interested in:

Click here to view the whole Flood Library.
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COMMUNITY RISK REGISTERS EXPLAINED
WHAT ARE THEY?
Community Risk Registers are
lists of risks that are likely to
occur, they could apply to the
whole country, a single
community or an organisation.
They cover all kinds of risks
which are ranked according to a
combination of their likelihood
and potential impact. The
government produces a National
Risk Register of Civil
Emergencies but a county
specific version is created by
Northamptonshire Local
An example scoring matrix used to rank hazards
Resilience Forum. This is a forum
of key emergency responders and specific supporting agencies such as the county council, Fire and
Rescue, Police, Health and the Environment Agency.
However your community may not be vulnerable to all the same risks as the rest of county or may
have a very specific hazards such as a local factory, flooding issues or just remote from any larger
towns.

WHY DO WE HAVE THEM?
The Civil Contingencies Act 2004 put in place that each police force area needed to create a Local
Resilience Forum to undertake a few statutory functions, one of these is to assess and produce a
Community Risk Register.
A Community Risk Register is a useful planning tool which assesses the likelihood and impacts of
individual risks. From this framework, emergency plans can be developed. Some may just need to be
monitored while others will need proactive action before they occur to reduce their effects.

HOW DO YOU WRITE YOURS?
A good place to start is to get the Community Resilience and Response group together and take a look
at both the National Risk Register and Northamptonshire Community Risk Register. Discuss the risks
identified on these and see if they are relevant to your community, the likelihood of them occurring and
potential impact they could have. Next think about your local area, are there additional risks that need
to be added? What emergencies have happened in the past? Keep this updated (as you will need to do
with the whole of your Community Emergency Plan!).

USEFUL LINKS
Northamptonshire’s Community Risk Register and The National Risk Register are available to view at:
https://www3.northamptonshire.gov.uk/councilservices/fire-safety-and-emergencies/emergencies/
Pages/about-emergency-planning.aspx

IDEAS FOR NEXT TIME?
If you have any articles you would like to be included in the next issue, or topics that you would like us to
cover please send them to nbaines@northamptonshire.gov.uk
Don’t forget to join our Facebook group: www.facebook.com/groups/northantspathfinder/
Visit our website: www.floodtoolkit.com/pathfinder2/

