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Northamptonshire to host Stage Three of 2015 Friends Life 

Women’s Tour 

Oundle to Kettering to be third day of racing on Friday 19 June 

 
 
World-class professional women’s cycling will return to Northamptonshire this June as the county 

celebrates hosting the Friends Life Women’s Tour for the second successive year. 

 

Friday 19 June will see the race return to Oundle, scene of last year’s opening stage, before racing 

through Northamptonshire to the finish in Kettering. 

 

In May 2014 Northamptonshire was the host of the first ever Friends Life Women’s Tour stage. It 

created history as the world’s top riders raced from Oundle to Northampton town centre, in a leg won 

by Sweden’s Emma Johannson. 

 

Commenting on the announcement, Northamptonshire professional cyclist Hannah Barnes, who rides 

for the UnitedHealthcare Pro Cycling team said; 

 

“The prospect of racing on home roads again in the 2015 Friends Life Women's Tour is very exciting. 

Last year’s experience was unbelievable. The media exposure that the race received was incredible 

and getting back to the hotel after the stage, turning the TV on and being able to watch a full hour of 

coverage was amazing.  

 

“The crowds that lined the route were unbelievable and to have so many people come out and 

support the event was humbling and really made me proud to be British. Here's to a great 2015 Tour. 

I cannot wait!” 

 

 

 

 



Cllr Heather Smith, deputy leader at Northamptonshire County Council, said;  

 

“After the huge success of last year’s event, I’m delighted that the Friends Life Women’s Tour will be 

returning to Northamptonshire this summer. 

 

“Full details about the route will be announced soon and I’m looking forward to seeing people across 

the county turn out to cheer on the riders and support this fantastic event, as they did in 2014.” 

 

Councillor Derek Zanger, Kettering Borough Council’s Portfolio Holder for Regeneration, said; 

 

“We are delighted to welcome this world class event to Kettering Borough.  As Kettering will be 

hosting the finish of Stage 3 it promises to be very exciting.  It will undoubtedly help raise the profile of 

the sport and will showcase what Kettering has to offer.  We expect that there will be a lot of interest 

in the Friends Life Women’s Tour and the Council will work closely with local shops and businesses to 

ensure there is plenty of entertainment to complement the event.” 

 

In 2014 Oundle welcomed the first ever stage of the Friends Life Women’s Tour with a three day 

cycling festival in the town centre. Commenting on the 2015 race Debra Harper, Oundle Town Council 

Town Clerk, said;  

 

“We are thrilled that Oundle is to be part of the 2015 Friends Life Women’s Tour. Hosting the Grand 

Départ last year was fantastic and we were delighted with the tremendous support provided by 

everyone involved and those who came out in their thousands to watch the race. The event has left a 

lasting legacy in the town and preparations are already underway in order to make Friday June 19th 

equally enjoyable and memorable.” 

 

The second edition of the Friends Life Women’s Tour takes place from Wednesday 17 – Sunday 21 

June, again taking place over five stages with daily highlights from ITV4.  Starting from Bury St 

Edmunds, subsequent stages will be held in Suffolk and Essex, before Stage Three sees the race 

return to Northamptonshire. 

 

The exact details of the Stage Three Northamptonshire route will be announced in the spring. 

 

Commenting on the announcement, Friends Life Women’s Tour Race Director Mick Bennett said; 

 

“Northamptonshire and Oundle gave us a great send-off for the first edition of the Friends Life 

Women’s Tour last May.  Both have been supporters of the event from the outset, so we are delighted 

to be returning to both, while Kettering is familiar to us from the Tour Series, and we are confident will 

make a great finish venue for the stage.” 

 



Further details on the final stage of the 2015 Friends Life Women’s Tour will be announced in the 

coming weeks.  The full list of 16 teams for the Friends Life Women’s Tour will be confirmed during 

the spring, joining the already announced teams of Matrix Fitness and debutants Pearl Izumi Sports 

Tours International. 

 

– Ends – 

 
Notes to Editors 
 
The Friends Life Women’s Tour 
Created by SweetSpot Group, the Friends Life Women’s Tour is the UK’s first ever international 
stage-race, bringing the world’s top riders to compete over five days in Great Britain. 
 
SweetSpot are an event organiser and sports marketing company behind the organisation of the Tour 
of Britain, the UK’s biggest professional cycle race and the country’s largest free-to-watch sporting 
event, and the creation of the unique Tour Series races. 
 
The 2014 edition of the race, won by Marianne Vos, saw hundreds of thousands of spectators turn out 
at the roadside, with many more around the UK watching the ITV4 highlights. 
 
The Friends Life Women’s Tour will run from Wednesday 17th to Sunday 21st June 2015. 
 
Stage One Wednesday 17 June Bury St Edmunds to Aldeburgh 
Stage Two Thursday 18 June Braintree to Clacton 
Stage Three Friday 19 June  Oundle to Kettering 
Stage Four Saturday 20 June Waltham Cross to Stevenage 
Stage Five Sunday 21 June To be announced 
 
Key Links 
Website www.womenstour.co.uk   
Twitter   www.twitter.com/thewomenstour 
Facebook  www.facebook.com/thewomenstour  
Instagram www.instagram.com/thetourcycling 
YouTube www.youtube.com/thetourcycling 
Friends Life   www.friendslifegroup.co.uk/sponsorship  
 
For further media information, please contact: 

 
Peter Hodges  peterh@thetour.co.uk 0870 112 8650 
Grace Metcalf  grace@thetour.co.uk 0870 112 8650 
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